
Pk’s Perspectives … What Are You Watching?

Case Study #1:
• July 7, 2019  The US Women’s National Team won the World Cup and solidified their ranking 

as the #1 team in the world.  The American ladies broke out into an exuberant victory 
celebration that began on the pitch and extended into the locker room.  Cameras in the 
locker room beamed images of the alcohol drenched players along with their sometimes 
crude behavior and language into the family rooms of untold numbers of households around 
the world.  I wonder how many impressionable, young female soccer players were watching 
their soccer heroes celebrate while thinking “I hope I get to have that experience when I 
grow up!”  You may have seen the footage of some of our American players allowing a US 
flag to fall on the floor where it was being stomped underfoot until someone thought to 
retrieve it.  I remember watching the celebration…and the scene really bothered me.  I’m a 
fan of our national soccer teams; I always follow them during the World Cup (when the men’s 
team actually qualifies for the World Cup!).  I remember wondering if the presence of the 
cameras in the locker room was like gas to the flame of crude behavior; and I thought about 
how some (many?) people watching from their family rooms were probably not even 
embarrassed by the adrenaline and alcohol induced shenanigans of the USWNT.


Case Study #2: 
• September 20, 2019  The Atlanta Braves clinched their second consecutive Division 

Championship with a 6-0 victory over the San Francisco Giants.  The Braves players and 
staff broke out into an exuberant victory celebration that began on the diamond and 
extended into the locker room.  Cameras in the locker room beamed images of the alcohol 
drenched players along with their sometimes crude behavior and language into the family 
rooms of untold numbers of Braves fans around the world.  I wonder how many Little League 
baseball players were watching their baseball heroes and wishing for the day they might 
spray/drink/bathe in champagne and beer after winning a championship.  I’m a Braves fan 
(even when they’re not winning championships!)…yet I remember watching the locker room 
celebration with disappointment.  Take away the Major League markings and the scene I 
witnessed on my TV was a replay of the unrestrained fraternity parties I disliked back in my 
college days.  I wondered if anyone else was bothered by the locker room scene or if we 
have become numb to reckless behavior.


Conclusion: 
• In all honesty, I’m not sure of my conclusion.  I do think we’ve become numb to the level of 

degeneracy that is currently considered suitable for prime time TV.  I do wonder why victory 
celebrations seem to be linked with excessive alcohol and juvenile behavior…maybe I’ll do 
some research into this phenomenon.  Here’s the thing - I absolutely enjoy watching the 
unfettered celebration of joy on the field once a team secures the championship and the 
months of sacrifice are deemed worthwhile.  It’s an awesome, vicarious moment.  But then 
the cameras take us into the locker room and we are made privy to what is no longer a 
public celebration.  One consistent rule in all of my athletic participation was this:  “What 
happens in the locker room stays in the locker room.”  Maybe that’s my conclusion:  keep 
the cameras out of the locker rooms.  Cya in Worship & Sunday School, PK.



