
PK’s Perspective …	We	Deserve	Nothing	

 Today I came across a heart-rending prayer request on social media.  A 32 year old 
married mother of three is battling biliary cancer and the struggle has reached the stage where a 
liver transplant is the only remaining option that offers hope for extending her life beyond the 
next few months.  I prayed for this woman I do not know - her husband and children, too - 
because I am certain she, her family, and their circumstance are intimately known by my Father 
in heaven.  

	 Yet, while reading the family’s urgent call for prayer I was taken aback by this assertion in 
their post:  “She deserves the chance to live.”  ( I understand that the person composing this 
prayer request was not writing a theological treatise but rather expressing the desires of an 
overwhelmed heart searching for hope.)  Yet it is also true that our most deeply rooted beliefs 
surface when we are confronted with adversity.  It seems a rather bold declaration - “She 
deserves the chance to live” - with which to approach holy God; in my prayers for this woman I 
boldly approached God from an entirely different perspective.  My prayer began, “Father, there 
is not one among us deserving of anything, much less Your mercy, Your grace, Your blessing, 
Your healing…I pray for this woman because I’m fractionally familiar with Your extravagant love 
for all people and I ask You in Jesus name and for His glory…”

	 We are inundated by a culture that has seemingly enshrined entitlement as a 
Constitutional Right and/or spiritual privilege. It is a hard thing - in the midst of our entitlement 
culture - to honestly contemplate that we - in truth - can only lay claim to be deserving of an 
earthly life of struggle, pain, fragile moments of happiness, disappointment, and suffering that 
ends in forever severance from our Creator.  Severe, I know.  Hard truth.  Biblical truth.

	 We were created in sinlessness by holy, benevolent God.  We were bestowed paradise 
for our residence, granted authority to subdue paradise, gifted provision for every need, offered 
intimacy with our Creator; there was no pain, suffering, or misery in the Garden of Eden.  The 
one requisite God stipulated was our willing choice to honor Him with our obedience; instead 
we chose rebellion, and the destructive cancer of sin began its rampage on the magnificence of 
God’s creation.  God offered humanity perfection and we rebuffed His offer, choosing defiance 
instead.  God would have been just in leaving us to decay in the sin we chose, leading into an 
eternity of hellish separation from the holiness and glory and majesty of heaven. 

	 Then Jesus.  God chose to rescue humanity from the tyranny of sin - not because we 
“deserve” to be rescued but rather owing to the Father’s extravagant, unconditional, sacrificial 
love for the helpless, deceived rebels.  Me.  You.  We call it mercy and grace.  We do not 
deserve, nor can we earn, nor can we ever repay such a love.  The only response to the love 
revealed on Christmas, Calvary, and Resurrection Sunday is surrender.  It is only in full 
acceptance of the depravity of our sin that we truly plumb the depths of God’s mercy & grace…
and understand that we deserve nothing, yet are offered the Kingdom because of the 
forgiveness Jesus secured for all who believe in His name.  Grace & peace, PK


