
PK’s Perspectives… Trade-in Society

“We live in a trade-in society.” That sentence, perhaps more than anything else I’ve 
read outside of Scripture, summarizes beautifully and powerfully the core characteristic of 
modern American culture. Whether we’re shopping for phones, gyms, or even relationships, 
ours is an age that treasures the words “no commitment necessary” and “cancel anytime.” 
We are a trade-in society, where the promise of being able to eventually replace anything, or 
anyone, lies underneath all of our experiences, even our spiritual lives.  Families disintegrate 
under the trade-in society through no-fault divorce laws and “realize your best self” mantras 
that thrust aside children and covenant. Millions of us go into church with expectations and 
demands tailored by the trade-in society; we’ll hang around for the music and preaching that 
“speaks to us,” but membership is time-consuming and serving is too inconvenient. 
	 When it comes to the origins of the trade-in society, we could mention many factors. 
We could talk about the industrial revolution and the godlike sense of self-determination that 
our tools bestow on us. We could talk about the rise and triumph of the modern self and 
expressive individualism. These threads reveal truth (and more threads could be listed), but 
at its core, the trade-in society is a spiritual crisis before it’s a cultural one.

	 One of the evidences of not drinking deeply from Jesus is the instability of constantly 
moving from one thing to the next, seeking to fill the void. You may be going through sexual 
partners. You may be going through friends. You may be going through jobs. You may be 
going through churches, just one after another. You may be going through hobbies; you may 
be going through cars, hairstyles, or wardrobes. You may be going through locations of 
where you live. All this instability because there is no deeply contented identity, no 
experience of satisfaction in Christ.

	 Like the woman at the well, we rifle through life, looking for the next thing that will 
finally close the gaping cavern in our hearts. We see everything around us as replaceable 
because we are desperate to find that one thing that will never disappoint us, and despite all 
the conditioning by marketing departments, we know deep down that the new thing, or 
place, or even person in our lives will not do for us what we desperately want it to.  Or 
consider the contemporary temptations of binge-watching and “doomscrolling”: mindlessly 
consuming information at a pace that overwhelms capacities for thoughtfulness, often 
merely for the sake of being “in the know.” Restless transition from one thing to the next 
does not have to look dramatic to signal a weary, thirsty heart.

	 So, what does the opposite of the trade-in society look like? It looks like people 
whose deepest spiritual thirst has been satisfied by Christ: “If anyone thirsts, let him come 
to me and drink”. The insatiable need for novelty and replacement withers if our hearts are 
tethered to the person whom moths and rust cannot touch and neither thieves nor death 
can take away. (adapted from a blog by Samuel James, desiringgod.org)

	 Psalm 37:4 is a powerful antidote to the infection of today’s trade-in society:  “Delight 
yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  Grace & peace, love 
you.  PK.
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