
Pk’s Perspectives… Toothbrushes

Greetings, everyone!  I hope this edition of the newsletter finds all things going well with you.  
The Labor Day Holiday Weekend is behind us which feels like turning a corner and rushing downhill 
towards football, fall, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Speaking of Christmas, by the time you read this 
article there will only be 110 or 109 sleeps until Christmas (Clyde made me include this information)!

So I want to share important life stuff God has taught me through some rather insignificant, 
everyday experiences.  Toothbrushes.  Did you know that not all toothbrushes are made the same?  
My dentist tells me, “Keith, you need to be using a soft bristle toothbrush.”  He even gave me a free 
one and it was definitely soft.  The bristles were so soft I wondered if my teeth were being properly 
cleaned as I brushed!!  But my free toothbrush eventually wore out and I had to go to the toothbrush 
store and buy a new one.  I found a row of “soft” adult toothbrushes, purchased a two-pack (BC 
purple, even!), and headed home.  That night when I went to christen my new toothbrush, it felt as if I 
was using a wire brush in comparison to the soft bristled toothbrush I had received from my dentist.  I 
actually rescued my old toothbrush from the trashcan and used it to finish my nightly tooth brushing 
routine.  I’m serious…at first I thought maybe the package had been mislabeled.  It took two more 
trips to the toothbrush store to come across a soft bristled toothbrush that matched the softness of 
the toothbrush I had received from my dentist.

Much like toothbrushes, not all people are made the same.  Some humans have soft, non-
abrasive personalities that make it easy to hang-out, converse, and build relationship.  Some humans 
have a stiffer exterior that requires a certain amount of persistence if you want to get past their 
surface and develop a meaningful relationship.  And yes, there are those humans who possess wire 
brush personalities and you might have to love them from a distance to keep from getting injured.  
Yes, you read that correctly….followers of Christ are not commanded to love all toothbrushes but we 
are commanded to love all people.  Toothbrushes are both disposable and replaceable; humans are 
neither disposable nor replaceable.  Which is why Jesus teaches us to love our enemies, do good to 
those who hate us, bless those who curse us, and pray for those who mistreat us.  Jesus even says 
if you only love soft bristled people, what credit it that to you?  (Okay, Jesus doesn’t say it quite like 
that but you can read it for yourself in Luke 6:32).  My attempts to love a stiff toothbrush will never 
impact the bristles; but God may very well use my persistent love for a difficult person as an 
instrument to soften that individual’s heart!  

I was reminded of a life truth when watching an Atlanta Braves game on TV.  Regardless of 
where you’re sitting in the open-air sections of SunTrust stadium, your circumstances will change if 
you show a bit of patience.  The sun will not always be in your eyes; the shade will not always cover 
the other side of the stadium; the rain will eventually stop.  In the face of adverse circumstances we 
are quick to pray “Lord, rescue me from this difficulty” without considering that maybe the Lord wants 
to bring us through the difficult circumstance.  We want God to give us a better seat - a skybox, even! 
- and God wants us to trust His work in our circumstances.  It can be tough waiting on God; difficult 
circumstances can cause us to long for a better seat; living from faith in a difficult situation tests us in 
ways that nothing else can.  Winston Churchill once said, “If you’re going through hell, keep going.”  
In other words, hold on and keep your seat!  Focus your mind on the sweet relief of shade that will 
soon cover your seat in life’s bleachers.  I hope to see you in Worship and Sunday School this week!  
PK.


