
Pk’s Perspectives …	The	Shopping	Cart	

	 The shopping cart is the ultimate litmus test for whether a person is capable of 
self-governing.

	 To return the shopping cart is an easy, convenient task and one which we all 
recognize as the correct, appropriate thing to do.  To return the shopping cart is 
objectively right.  There are no situations other than dire emergencies in which a 
person is not able to return their cart.

	 Simultaneously, it is not illegal to abandon your shopping cart.  Therefore the 
shopping cart presents itself as the apex example of whether a person will do 
what is right without being forced to do it.

	 No one will punish you for not returning the shopping cart, no one will fine you 
or kill you for not returning the shopping cart.  You gain nothing by returning the 
shopping cart.  You must return the shopping cart out of the goodness of your 
own heart.  You must return the shopping cart because it is the right thing to do.  
Because it is correct.

	 A person who is unable to do this is no better than an animal, an absolute 
savage who can only be made to do what is right by threatening them with a law 
and the force that stands behind the law.  The shopping cart is what determines 
whether a person is a good or bad member of society.  (Glenn Danzig) 

	 I came across Glenn’s “litmus test” story and it initially stuck in my brain 
because I have issues with people who are okay with leaving their shopping cart 
in the middle of the parking lot.  I know, it’s trivial in comparison to real issues 
like Jordan v. LeBron, or Ford v. Chevy. But still…the shopping cart thing really 
bugs me.  Anyhow, one day I got to thinking about the shopping cart litmus test 
while filtering it through a spiritual matrix.  Go back and re-read the underlined 
sentence above.

	 Think about all the opportunities we have to make choices between good and 
bad, holy and evil, righteousness and sin.  Do we choose the good, holy, 
righteous option because it’s the right thing to do; because it honors God; 
because it brings God pleasure?  Or…do we begrudgingly choose the good, 
holy, righteous option because we fear a heavenly lightening bolt strike; because 
we’re trying to leverage God to answer our prayer, our way; because we believe 
God will get His revenge if we choose the bad, evil, sinful option?

	 Do we serve God from a “want to” heart, or with a “have to” attitude?  If there 
were no consequences for choosing sin (spoiler alert - there are), would you still 
choose righteousness simply because it brings pleasure to God?  Paul shared a 
litmus test, of sorts, with the Corinthian church:  So whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  (1 Cor. 10:31)  Cya Sunday!  
Grace & peace, love you.  PK


