
Pk’s Perspectives …	The	Rearview	Mirror	

	 Unexpected upheavals in life can reveal new doors of opportunity and growth; it 
often takes a cataclysmic event to get us out of the ruts we create in our lives.  But an 
individual, or organization, must be willing to look ahead to experience the new 
opportunities; we miss a lot by eyeballing the rearview mirror.


	 Several years ago I experienced a personal upheaval in my life, as have many of you 
reading this article.  I experienced some very frustrating days of trying to make sense of what 
had happened to my body, the condition of my body as I lay in the hospital, and an unseen 
future of rehab and recovery.  Initially my #1 goal was to get back (eyeballing the rearview!) to 
the place of physical health I occupied prior to December 31, 2013.  I wanted to look the same 
as before, feel the same as before, eat the same as before, exercise the same as before…my 
entire thought process was about going back.  That’s a fairly normal reaction to a crisis, yet 
such an outlook is neither realistic nor healthy.

	 Eventually I began listening more to God while spending less time checking the rearview.  
God showed me that “getting back” was not the plan; going forward was the plan.  So I began 
to question everything (this is still going on!) about how I was caring for my physical body.  Long 
story short, because I don’t have unlimited space in this newsletter, I first began thinking 
differently.  Then my eating habits were altered, my exercise philosophy morphed, my 
meditation patterns changed.  I approach life differently in the aftermath of my unexpected 
health crisis.

	 Churches across our nation and world are experiencing an unexpected upheaval owing 
to the coronavirus pandemic.  There are days I’m almost bewildered that nine months after 
Covid-19 was named as the culprit, we’re still dealing with masks, contact tracing, quarantines, 
vaccines, and all the other folderol associated with Covid-19.  And from what I read and study 
out there in cyber world, it seems that many churches are spending a lot of time looking in the 
rearview mirror and wondering when we can go back…back to the way it was, back to what we 
used to do, back to the paradigms with which we’re familiar.

	 Friend, what do you think the outlook of FBC to be?  Are we looking in the rearview and 
longing to go back - or - are we looking ahead and asking of God, “What new opportunities lie 
ahead of us?”  Are we willing to consider new ways of thinking about our Gospel mission, new 
ways of reaching unchurched people, new ways of doing small groups, new ways of doing 
corporate worship?  Already we’re walking through the door of internet broadcasting!  What 
other doors of opportunity might we need to walk through?  Will we be okay with approaching 
ministry in new & challenging ways in the aftermath of this unexpected upheaval?

	 Rick Warren once said, “There is no growth without change, no change without fear or 
loss, and no loss without pain.”  Rick is spot on.  Covid-19 is catalyzing change.  Are we 
backtracking, or trekking into uncharted territory?  Grace & peace, love you.  PK.


