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TEN PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE CHURCH   (by Carey Nieuwhof) 

1. THE POTENTIAL TO GAIN IS STILL GREATER THAN THE POTENTIAL TO LOSE. 
2. CHURCHES THAT LOVE THEIR MODEL MORE THAN THE MISSION WILL DIE. 
3. THE GATHERED CHURCH IS HERE TO STAY. 

4. CONSUMER CHRISTIANITY WILL DIE AND A MORE SELFLESS DISCIPLESHIP WILL 
EMERGE.  Consumer Christianity asks What can I get from God? It asks, What’s in it for me? 
That leads us to evaluate our church, our faith, our experience and each other according to our preferences and 
whims. In many respects, even many critics of the church who have left have done so under the pull of 
consumer Christianity because ‘nothing’ meets their needs. 
All of this is antithetical to the Gospel, which calls us to die to ourselves—to lose ourselves for the sake of 
Christ.  As the church reformats and repents, a more authentic, more selfless church will emerge. Sure, we will 
still have to make decisions about music, gathering times and even some distinctions about what we believe, 
but the tone will be different.  When you’re no longer focused on yourself and your viewpoint, a new 
tone emerges. 

5. SUNDAYS WILL BECOME MORE ABOUT WHAT WE GIVE THAN WHAT WE GET.  The death of 
consumer Christianity will change our gatherings.  Our gatherings will become less about us and more about 
Jesus and the world He loves.  Rather than a gathering of the already-convinced, the churches that remain will 
be decidedly outsider-focused. And word will be supplemented with deeds.  In the future church, being right 
will be less important than doing right. Sure, that involves social justice and meeting physical needs, but it also 
involves treating people with kindness, compassion in every day life and attending to their spiritual well being.  
This is the kind of outward focus that drove the rapid expansion of the first century church.  

6. ATTENDANCE WILL NO LONGER DRIVE ENGAGEMENT; ENGAGEMENT WILL DRIVE 
ATTENDANCE.  Currently, many churches try to get people to attend, hoping it drives engagement.  In the 
future, that will flip. The engaged will attend, in large measure because only the engaged will remain.  If you 
really think about this…engagement driving attendance is exactly what has fueled the church at its best 
moments throughout history. It’s an exciting shift. 

7. SIMPLIFIED MINISTRIES WILL COMPLEMENT PEOPLE’S LIVES, NOT COMPETE WITH 
PEOPLE’S LIVES.  For years, the assumption has been that the more a church grew, the more activity it 
would offer.  The challenge, of course, is that church can easily end up burning people out. In some cases, 
people end up with no life except church life. Some churches offer so many programs for families that families 
don’t even have a chance to be families.  The church at its best has always equipped people to live out their 
faith in the world. But you have to be in the world to influence the world.  Churches that focus their energies on 
the few things the church can uniquely do best will emerge as the most effective churches moving forward. 
Simplified churches will complement people’s witness, not compete with people’s witness.


