
Pk’s Perspectives …		

	 SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE TWEAK: Beginning the first Sunday morning in August, the 
morning schedule will be:


9:00 - Small group Bible study

( tweak →) 10:15 - One worship service in the Sanctuary

Music leadership in morning services will rotate monthly


between the choir and praise team.  


	 This is not a permanent change…we hope to be able to use this format through the end of 
this calendar year.  It may be that people begin returning to in-person church in greater numbers 
during the Fall months and we have to make adjustments accordingly!  Wouldn’t that be a great 
thing?!?

	 Following are some of the factors we (“we” meaning staff and deacons) considered while 
wrestling with the decision of how to move forward in establishing our ministry footprint…

• Space requirement - we have yet to return to pre-Covid attendance levels.  SS average 

attendance for April through last Sunday was 214, which is about 100 below our pre-Covid 
attendance.  We can, at least for now, worship together in one room.  The sanctuary has the 
largest seating capacity.


• Time demands on our worship and technical leadership teams.  You may have noticed that the 
praise team has different faces week to week, and that our choir is not back to pre-Covid 
attendance levels.


• The need for a longer time slot for small group Bible study; one hour (which isn’t a true hour 
because people arrive late, people have to exit early for choir, praise team, child pick-up, etc.) is 
too narrow of a time slot.


• Optimal scheduling for effective outreach to MGSU students.

• Of primary concern, however, in this decision to meet together in one room as long as possible 

is the importance of the unity of the Body of Christ.  When we have people on both sides of the 
opinion fence saying, “I can’t worship in that room” or “I can’t worship with that music,” we have 
a disconnect, a division in our church.  Biblically speaking there are three things required for 
spiritual, congregational worship:  hearts that love Jesus; people gathered together; the 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  Issues such as the ambiance of the room or genre of music are 
personal preference issues that should never interfere with or impede worship.  As in, “I prefer 
eating @ Company Supply but I can find something to eat & enjoy @ Huddle House if that’s 
where the meal is being served.”  After almost a quarter of a century worshiping apart from each 
other, it would be hard to dispute the point that we have two congregations meeting under one 
roof.  We need to renew the foundations of worship.  If the music magnifies Christ, and if the 
sermon is biblically sound, Christ followers should have no difficulty experiencing the power of 
worship.  There are robust hymns our younger members need to know; there are enduring 
contemporary songs our older members need to know.  I’m a bit of an oddity - I enjoy the 
ambiance of both rooms; I also enjoy both voices of worship, traditional and contemporary.  My 
prayer is that we use this time to renew our vision of being one church with one heart for God, 
and one heart for reaching the lost of Bleckley County and beyond. Bring a friend to church this 
week. Grace & peace, love you.  PK


