
Pk’s Perspectives …	Fortitude	

Stuff to think about…

1. Most Christians are against sin - except for the sin that is appealing.  If you find yourself 
trying to rationalize something that the Bible clearly states is unrighteous, you are probably 
flirting with the notion of acting on the temptation, or you have already stepped over the line.  
John Owen once wrote, “Temptations put nothing into a man, but only draw out what was in 
him before.”

2. Reflect on your conversations and behavior for the past week or so.  Can you recall a 
conversation, a habit you indulged, or a reaction to adverse circumstances you may have 
handled differently if flesh and blood Jesus had been present with you in that very moment?  
We know that the Holy Spirit lives in us; at least we know this in an intellectual, doctrinal kind 
of way.  Does this truth actually impact our conversations, habits, and reactions to the 
unexpected?  Is it somehow easier for us to ignore the convicting work of the Holy Spirit than 
it would be to avoid the piercing gaze of flesh and blood Jesus? 

3. One of satan’s most powerful tools for dissolving our confidence in the Scriptural 
measure of right & wrong is our children.  I have been left dumbfounded many times in my 38 
years of ministry by parents who completely abandon Scriptural wisdom when confronted by 
a prodigal child; I’ve known parents who gave really solid Biblical guidance to other parents 
about dealing with a prodigal child but totally rejected the same guidance in relation to their 
own progeny.  Why is godly parenting such a challenge?

4. Most of you are familiar with the adage, “Don’t let the tail wag the dog,” or “Don’t put the 
cart before the horse.”  In the spiritual realm, this is excellent advice!  Politics should not 
inform your faith; your faith and knowledge of Scripture should shape your political 
orientation.  Pursuing the American dream should not mold your faith; your faith and 
knowledge of Scripture should transform your life dream into something far greater than 
American materialism.  Shame over past sins - though confessed and forgiven - should not 
define your understanding of grace; Biblical truth about the power of grace can shatter the 
bondage of self condemnation in your life and free you to experience the richness of your 
intimacy and purpose in God.

5. Do you unwittingly practice transactional obedience?  Sure, you practice obedience to 
God’s Word but your expression of obedience has little to do with love and devotion for God; 
you practice obedience for the benefit, the blessing, that obedience might bring into your life 
- that would be transactional obedience.  In its crude form, transactional faith is me saying, 
“God, I’m doing this in the expectation that You’re going to reciprocate.”  Spiritual conflict 
ensues when you feel like God hasn’t kept His end of the bargain or He hasn’t responded the 
way you expected.  

6. When you see all the news of cultural and political unrest in our nation, does your soul 
weep for the obvious spiritual lostness of our nation, or do you weep for the possible loss of 
your fiscal and physical security?  Do you despair that satan might win the day, or do you 
rest in Biblical truth?  John 16:33 - “I have told you these things so that in Me you may have 
peace.  You will have suffering in this world.  Be courageous!  I have conquered the world.”  
Owing to the human penchant of thinking ourselves to be the center of attention, we must 
often be reminded that our personal story is just one part of the bigger story God is writing 
across the pages of humanity.  Grace & peace, love you…PK.


