
Pk’s Perspectives …	Racism	

	 Occasionally a new threat to the simplicity or clarity of the gospel seems to erupt with stunning 
force and suddenness. The current controversy over “social justice” and racism is an example of that. As 
Christians we stand together in our affirmation of the second great commandment (“You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself” - Matthew 22:39). We therefore stand together against every hint of racial animus.


Racism is a stain on American history that has left shame, injustice, and horrible violence in its 
wake. The institution of slavery and a costly civil war left a deep racial divide and bred bitter resentment 
on every side. No sensible person would suggest that all the vestiges of those evils were totally erased by 
the civil rights movement of the mid-twentieth century. Civil rights legislation now guards the legal principle 
of equal rights for all Americans, but no law can change the heart of someone who is filled with prejudice 
or bitterness. Thankfully, however, much progress has been made. Racial relations in secular America are 
not what they were even fifty years ago. The American attitude has changed. White supremacy and all 
other expressions of purposeful, willful, or ideological racism are almost universally condemned.

As Christians we know that the human heart is evil, so undoubtedly there are still people who 
secretly harbor animosity against ethnicities other than their own. But any open expression of acrimony, ill 
will, or deliberate antagonism across ethnic lines will be scorned and emphatically rejected across the 
whole spectrum of mainstream American life today.

As Christians we are reconciled with God and united with Christ; to understand this doctrine is to 
be reconciled with one another. This is a major emphasis in all the Bible’s teaching about forgiving one 
another as God has forgiven us. Christians should not be the ones dividing over race in a racially charged 
environment. We are the peacemakers and the lovers of all people. We don’t seek vengeance. We forgive 
70 x 7!

It’s quite common these days for Christian leaders addressing this issue to call for people who 
have never harbored a racist thought to confess the guilt of racism because their ancestors may have 
been racists. Expressions of repentance have been demanded of white evangelicals for no actual 
transgression, but because they are perceived to have benefited from “white privilege.” Supposedly, their 
skin color automatically makes them culpable for the racism of the past. One influential evangelical leader 
has suggested that racial reconciliation in the church cannot even start until white Christians confess their 
parents’ and grandparents’ complicity in “murdering a man who only preached love and justice” (meaning 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.).

So by this view of “social justice,” a person’s skin color might automatically require a public 
expression of repentance—not merely for the evils of his ancestors' culture, but also for specific crimes he 
cannot possibly have been guilty of.  There’s nothing remotely “just” about that idea, and certainly nothing 
related to the gospel of Jesus Christ. The answer to every evil in every heart is not repentance for what 
someone else may have done, but repentance for our own sins, including hatred, anger, bitterness, or any 
other sinful attitude or behavior.

As Christians committed to the authority of Scripture and the truth of the gospel, we have better 
answers than the world could ever give to the problems of racism, injustice, human cruelty, and every 
other societal evil. We have the cross of Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit who grows and leads us in all 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 
5:22-23).  These hymn lyrics are spot-on :  “Rich man or poor man, bonded or free, the ground was 
leveled that day at Calvary.”  Grace & peace, love you!  PK
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