
Pk’s Perspectives …	Public	Proclamation	of	Our	Allegiance	

	 Remember the lead-up to Easter 2020?  The pandemic was in its infancy; 
there were so many unknowns related to Covid-19; fear was in full bloom; schools 
were closed; and most churches had temporarily ceased meeting in person and 
were instead finding ways to gather in the cyber world.  The specter of celebrating 
Easter while our customary gathering places remained empty was disheartening…
yet the experience reminded us of some truths that we’ve always known but never 
really, truly had to practice.

	 We know the church is not a building.  We know the church is not a 
geographic location.  The church is composed of people who have believed the 
testimony of Jesus; people who have embraced the transforming truth that the 
birth, life, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus is the only way whereby we can 
obtain forgiveness for our sin, purpose for this life, and gain eternity in heaven.  The 
church is people who have committed to following Jesus Christ.  The church is not 
diminished for lack of a building; but the fiber of the church is indeed tested & 
fortified when circumstances flush us from our normal routines. 

	 So back to 2020…one of the things we did together in preparation for the 
Easter celebration was displaying crosses in our yards and draping the crosses 
with the purple, black, and white cloths which are symbolic tellings of the Easter 
story.  I bet some of you still have those crosses.  What say we plan to display the 
Easter crosses en masse this year?  It’s such a simple way of declaring our loyalty 
to Christ, celebrating the awesome truth of Easter, and might even provide 
opportunities to share your witness when asked, “Hey - what’s up with the cross 
and the purple cloth?”

	 Many of us are fasting during these days leading up to Easter; many of us 
are reading the same devotional in these days leading up to Easter; many of us are 
praying in the same direction during these days leading up to Easter.  Why not add 
this simple public proclamation of our allegiance?  For those of you with children/
grandchildren, the Easter cross is a great teaching visual in which to involve the 
little ones.  I’m gonna display my Easter cross…I invite you to join in.  Here is a 
concise summary of when to place the cloth drapes on your cross and their 
meanings:


• The cross is draped in purple (the color of royalty) on either Ash Wednesday or 
Palm Sunday, the day Christ entered Jerusalem as King riding a donkey. Jesus 
is indeed the King of the Jews, but much more, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.


• The cross is draped in black on Good Friday, representing the death of Christ 
on the cross for our sins.


• The cross is draped in white on Easter Sunday, representing the resurrection of 
Christ and that He was "...raised again for our justification.” 

	 Easter is the reason we can say “Jesus is the reason for the season” during 
Christmas; Easter is the pivot on which the entire human story is anchored.  Long 
live the King!!  Grace & peace, PK.


