
Pk’s Perspectives… Political Religion


	 Referencing the recent Gallup poll noting that U.S. church membership has declined below 50 
percent, Carlson noted such a trend has “never happened, so far as I know. This is the result of a 
long-term trend,” he said. “This is the result of a liberation movement, a liberation movement that 
sought to liberate Americans from the constraints of traditional religion. And like all liberation 
movements in this country, at a certain point it becomes the opposite of what it purports to be.”

“Are people really more liberated than they were when they believed in God?” Carlson asked. 
“Are they less anxious? Look, everyone dies in the end. And if you don’t acknowledge that or provide 
an explanation for what happens after you die, then people are filled with existential dread, with 
anxiety. And maybe drug abuse skyrockets, and so do suicides and hopelessness, and all the 
conventional signs of despair like the ones we’re seeing now.  And so, actually, people aren’t 
liberated by fleeing from meaning, from God, from religion,” Carlson concluded. “They’re enslaved. 
Look at the country!”

Noting that the number of religious adherents is dropping across all faiths in the U.S., British 
author Douglas Murray stated, “The whole sense of what is important in our society has changed 
radically and in an ugly direction.  It makes everything political. It wants to politicize everything. It 
wants to politicize art. It wants to politicize poetry. All of the things that were meaningful in our lives 
have been picked up and spun through this cycle of politics.”  Carlson agreed 
with Murray’s assessment, adding, “You can’t have a society without meaning. We’ve never had a 
mass secular society in human history, obviously it doesn’t work. We’re replacing that hole where 
meaning should be with politics and it’s driving everyone crazy.”

During a March 2020 interview with The Spectator, Carlson described the U.S. as “the first 
really large-scale experiment in secular democracy ever. You can say the Soviet Union was secular, 
but really it wasn’t. It was a religious cult based on, you know, Das Kapital (Marxism). They were still 
a very religious country.”

Carlson’s opinion echoed that of conservative British journalist Peter Hitchens, who is the 
Christian brother of the late atheist author Christopher Hitchens. During a 2016 panel discussion in 
Moscow, Idaho, regarding the increasingly dysfunctional U.S. political climate, Hitchens 
expressed what he described as “a troubling feeling that I’ve had for some time, which is that politics 
itself—modern politics itself—is a form of idolatry.”  Hitchens went on to say he believes “that we 
have made a religion out of politics, that we have ascribed to government power and state power the 
things which ought to be ascribed elsewhere, and that we are now reaping the reward of that 
mistake.” (condensed from an article by Jon Brown)

John Quincy Adams once wrote, “We have no government armed with power capable of 
contending with human passions unbridled by morality and religion. Our Constitution was made only 
for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”  Grace & 
peace, love you.  PK

https://www.dailywire.com/news/u-s-church-membership-dips-below-50-for-first-time-poll
https://www.dailywire.com/news/u-s-church-membership-dips-below-50-for-first-time-poll
https://video.foxnews.com/v/6246251901001?playlist_id=903354961001#sp=show-clips
https://spectator.us/life/tucker-carlson-interview-good-talking-death/
https://youtu.be/0mH_-lHM4so?t=371

