PK’s Tersyectives...‘]‘ﬁe Truth

Several years ago, Gayle and | enjoyed an opportunity to “get away” to St. Simons Island for a
weekend of relaxation and renewal. We secured a room at one of the hotels on the island (my mom
was none too pleased!), arrived on a Friday afternoon, checked into our room, unpacked our stuff, and
proceeded to do as little as possible from that time until we arrived back at our home on Sunday
evening. What slight energy we did expend mostly occurred during meal times — except for Saturday
morning. You see, what had happened was, Gayle thought it would be fun to rent bicycles and ride
around St. Simons Island in the 90 degree heat/100% humidity of a typical south Georgia summer day!

So we go to this place that rents bicycles, transact the deal, and this guy takes us outside to
show us what we’ve rented. As the bike dude is unlocking the bicycles, he nonchalantly says, “We ask
that you please don’t ride these bikes on the beach.” Say what?!? So | asked the bike dude, “What
kind of bicycles are these?” to which he replies “Beach cruisers.” | kid you not — we rented beach
cruisers and were then instructed to NOT ride the beach cruisers on the beach! How ridiculous is that?
The bike dude explained that riding on the beach was rough on the bicycles owing to the sand that
gets into the bike chain & sprockets.

I’ll be honest with you...a good portion of the time we were riding our beach cruisers on the
concrete sidewalks (except for the moments just after Gayle wrecked and | was checking her for
broken bones), | was stewing over the absurdity of having a beach cruiser bicycle in my possession
while at the same time being prohibited from cruising the beach. Then - wait for it - in that uncanny
but gentle way He redirects my thoughts, God gradually had me thinking about the grace we frequently
reference in our church gatherings. | had this gnawing conviction that some times we lead people to
the place of grasping God’s grace while nonchalantly instructing these same people, mostly by our
actions, to NOT practice this grace in certain situations.

Grace is defined in part as “a disposition to be generous or helpful; good will; a favor rendered
by one who need not do so; indulgence.” Are we practicing grace when a guest in our gathering is
overlooked while we share animated fellowship with familiar friends and faces? Is grace being lived
out when we say to a brother of sister in the faith “l forgive you” and then remind them of the ‘forgiven’
trespass in order to gain the upper hand in an argument or manipulate their behavior? Is God’s grace
at work when we launch the sour face in the direction of someone who is expressing their heart of
worship in a way that is dissimilar to our own? |s grace the motivation for assessing the spiritual
condition of an individual’s heart based on their clothing and hygiene? Are we controlled by grace
when we “speak the truth” to someone but disregard the “in love” portion of the scriptural instruction?

Friend, If | have access to a beach cruiser then by golly | want to cruise the beach! If God has
purchased for us access to the riches of His grace through the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ then we need to take His grace where it was meant to go: into our relationships with fellow
believers and into our relationships with people still living in darkness. The realization is dawning, yes?
Proclaiming grace is the easier part; practicing grace can be challenging — your soul will often feel
stretched to its limit. Yet, it’s that spiritual stretching that God is using to transform us more and more
into the image of Jesus. So be intentional about slathering God’s grace all over the chain and
sprockets of your relationships! GRACE & peace, love you. PK




