Stuff that matters...

First — here’s a shout out to all of you who helped make the FCA Event an unforgettable worship
experience: “THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!” Someone from out of town called me Monday
afternoon and led with, “I hear ya’ll withessed a miracle in the grass...” and | responded with, “Yes, we
did!” Anytime there is a gathering of 600ish high school football players for a worship service where
the Gospel is shared in song and word, and 1/3 of the young men stand to make a public decision for
Jesus - then yes, a miraculous working of the Holy Spirit is taking place!! Just WOW. The follow-up on
those 197 young men is next!

There are two big ministry events taking place this weekend.

» The first is on Saturday @ The Summit: School Supplies Give Away, a collaborative ministry of
several Bleckley County Churches. It’s still not too late to donate either supplies or money for the
purchase of needed supplies. Call the church office for more information.

- The second ministry event is the Annual Prayer Walk on Sunday evening. Everyone meets @ the
Middle School Gym at 6:00 for a time of prayer/worship and then we depart to the various
campuses to walk the halls while praying for students, faculty, support staff and administrative
folks. We will not have any of our normal ministry events on Sunday night here at our church.

Lastly — when we go back into our two-service Sunday morning schedule on August 10th, BOTH the
8:30 and 11:00 services will be in the sanctuary; we will continue with both Sunday morning worship
services gathering in the sanctuary through the Fall months and evaluate the fruitfulness of this
scheduling revision before stepping into 2026. There are several reasons we’re making this
adjustment.

« Culture. We hope this will diminish the impression that FBC is becoming two separate churches
meeting under one roof.

- Space. The sanctuary actually seats more people than the Fellowship Hall. We’ve been regularly
hitting 80-90% occupancy in the 8:30 FH service; the 8:30 service has clearly been the wellspring
of our church growth over the past 5-7 years and this move will provide more space for
continued growth.

- Transitioning. Our vision is to see the two services become more similar. For example -
periodically using the choir and praise band in both services, introducing fresh congregational
songs and choir anthems into the 11:00 service while also introducing fresh takes on classic
hymns into the 8:30 service. Having one worship space technically geared to handle both
modes of worship - blended & contemporary - makes this transition feasible. This kind of
transition takes time...but there will come a day when some 8:30 folks shift to the 11:00 service
when they realize how similar the two services have become relative to worship music and
energy. Personally, | anticipate a day when both services are filling the sanctuary to near
capacity!!

- Flexibility. Moving both services into the sanctuary adds flexibility to the use of the Fellowship
Hall since it will not have to be set-up in worship mode every Sunday morning.

« Some of you are wondering if we considered the importance of accessibility to the FH coffee
trough into this decision to shift the 8:30 service into the sanctuary. Uhm, no, we did not!

A word of encouragement - transitions are challenging in the beginning. Be patient with the process!
As Odin reminded Thor that “Asgard is not a place, it’s a people,” so to we need to remember that
worship is not a particular space, it’s a people gathered in Jesus’ name (Mt. 18:20).... including the
Whipple House backyard!! Grace & peace, love you. PK




