Ok’s Pergpectives ... Chrigtian Love

I want to focus on married couples this week. Consider the following wisdom from
godly women and men as it relates to Christian marriage. Is your marriage reflecting these
truth nuggets?

“The man who sanctifies his wife understands that this is his divinely ordained
responsibility... Is my wife more like Christ because she is married to me? Or is she like Christ
in spite of me? Has she shrunk from His likeness because of me? Do I sanctify her or hold her
back? Is she a better woman because she is married to me?” ~ R. Kent Hughes

“Your marriage is the gospel you are preaching to your children.” ~ Matthew L. Jacobson
“A happy marriage is the union of two good forgivers.” ~ Ruth Bell Graham

“Being in love is a good thing, but it is not the best thing. There are many things below
it, but there are also things above it. You cannot make it the basis of a whole life. It is a noble
feeling, but it is still a feeling.

“Now no feeling can be relied on to last in its full intensity, or even to last at all.
Knowledge can last, principles can last, habits can last but feelings come and go. And in fact,
whatever people say, the state called ‘being in love” usually does not last. If the old fairy-tale
ending ‘They lived happily ever after’ is taken to mean ‘They felt for the next fifty years exactly
as they felt the day before they were married,” then it says what probably never was nor ever
would be true, and would be highly undesirable if it were. Who could bear to live in that
excitement for even five years? What would become of your work, your appetite, your sleep,
your friendships?

“But, of course, ceasing to be ‘in love’ need not mean ceasing to love. Love in this
second sense — love as distinct from ‘being in love’ — is not merely a feeling. It is a deep
unity, maintained by the will and deliberately strengthened by habit; reinforced by (in Christian
marriages) the grace which both partners ask, and receive, from God. They can have this love
for each other even at those moments when they do not like each other; as you love yourself
even when you do not like yourself. They can retain this love even when each would easily, if
they allowed themselves, be ‘in love’ with someone else. ‘Being in love’ first moved them to
promise fidelity: this quieter love enables them to keep the promise. It is on this love that the
engine of marriage is run: being in love was the explosion that started it.” ~ C.S. Lewis

“God doesn’t want me to be a ‘fix him’ wife, God wants me to be a ‘love him’ wife.”
~ Lysa TerKeurst

“Here's a rule for married people: Don't stop repenting, don't stop forgiving; don't start
counting, don't stop giving.” ~ Kingsley Manuel




