Pk’s Te’rsyecti\/es ...Clean the lens for cfam’ty.

“For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” Philippians
2:13

“To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but
both their minds and their consciences are defiled.” Titus 1:15

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” Isaiah
40:8

An ordinary simple Christian kneels down to say his prayers. He is trying to get into
touch with God. But if he is a Christian he knows that what is prompting him to pray is also
God — God, so to speak, inside him. But he also knows that all his real knowledge of God
comes through Christ, the Man who was God — that Christ is standing beside him, helping
him to pray, praying for him. You see what is happening. God is the thing to which he is
praying, the goal he is trying to reach. God is also the thing inside him which is pushing him
on - the motive power. God is also the road or bridge along which he is being pushed to that
goal.

When you come to knowing God, the initiative lies on His side. If He does not show
Himself, nothing you can do will enable you to find Him. And, in fact, He shows much more of
Himself to some people than to others — not because He has favorites, but because it is
impossible for Him to show Himself to a man whose whole mind and character are in the
wrong direction. Just as sunlight, though it has no favorites, cannot be reflected in a dusty
mirror as clearly as a clean one.

You can put this another way by saying that while in other sciences the instruments you
use are things external to yourself (things like microscopes and telescopes), the instrument
through which you see God is your whole self. And if a man’s self is not kept clean and bright,
his glimpse of God will be blurred - like the moon seen through a dirty telescope. That is why
horrible nations have horrible religions: they have been looking at God through a dirty lens.

Consequently, the one really adequate instrument for learning about God, is the whole
Christian community, waiting for Him together. Christian community is, so to speak, the
technical equipment for this science of learning about God - the laboratory outfit. That is why
all these people who turn up every few years with some patent simplified religion of their own
as a substitute for the Christian tradition are really wasting time. Like a man who has no
instrument but an old pair of field glasses setting out to put all the real astronomers right. He
may be a clever chap; he may be cleverer than some of the real astronomers, but he is not
giving himself a chance. And two years later everyone has forgotten all about him, but the real
science is still going on. ~ from Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis

Living in daily confession and repentance, drenched in Scripture, keeps the “lens” of our hearts clean,
clear, and ready to see the fullness of God’s majesty. Grace & peace, love you. PK



