
Pk’s Perspectives… PK’s Offerings of Gratitude

 “Gratitude is an offering precious in the sight of God, and it is one that the poorest of us can 
make and be not poorer but richer for having made it.”  A.W. Tozer 

PK’s offerings of gratitude: 

I’m thankful for Jesus Christ who willingly surrendered His perfection, took upon Himself the 
mangled mess of my sinful imperfection, satisfied the penalty for my sinful rebellion, and offered me 

the way home to my Father.


I’m thankful for Gayle Rustin.  That God would place on her shoulders the burden of being married 
to me speaks volumes about the depth of Gayle’s faith and character.  Excepting the life of Christ 

and the teaching of Scripture, Gayle has taught me the most about grace, integrity, and the 
profundity of quiet, steady faithfulness.


I’m thankful for my spiritual heritage.  In the current cultural conversation of some people enjoying 
privileges that not all people can access, I confess that the spiritual training I received from my 

parents, grandparents, and mentors has indeed been a privilege in that I know God, His incredible 
love for me, and live in His shadow.


I am thankful for my children:  Tanis, Benjamin, Angie, Joshua, and Jacob.  One adopted daughter, 
one daughter by marriage, and three sons conceived with my life companion for the past 36+ years.  
Each of these five individuals are unique, talented, saved by grace, and bring more joy to my heart 

than they know.


I am thankful for the ministry team of FBC.  Our staff has seen changes over the course of the 12 
years I have served this church - I hold fond memories of sharing ministry with Mark, Jay, Billie Ann, 
Ken, and Ramona.  Our current ministry staff of John, Jeff, Andrea, Duane, Jennifer, Jamie, Clyde, 
Jan, Shanna, and Suzanne is a wonderfully talented group of people.  I’m thankful because they 

extend great grace to me.  We work together, laugh together (often), argue and disagree sometimes, 
but I know the heart of this staff is seeing God grow a strong, vibrant, healthy church.


I am thankful to be sitting here, in my office, composing this newsletter article.  It was almost six 
years ago that I quite suddenly found myself hovering at death’s door.  You know the story:  God did 

a thing and I’m here to give Him glory.  I’m thankful for what God is teaching me from that 
experience of physical sickness; I’m thankful for what God has taught our church from having 

experienced that ordeal.  


I am thankful for the many volunteers who serve God’s Kingdom through the ministries of FBC:  SS 
teachers, Deacons, musicians and vocalists, sound & media engineers, committee members, 

nursery workers, Children’s Church workers, ushers, greeters, mission team volunteers, tithers, 
AWANA workers, and the untold numbers of “here’s an urgent need…can you help” people in this 

church.  Thank you for your service!


Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours, PK! 


