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A.D. 67 was an historically significant year for followers of Jesus Christ.  The actions of an 

emperor named Nero spawned the first major persecution of the emergent Church.  Chief among 
Nero’s diabolical actions was his order that the city of Rome should be set on fire; specifically the 
area of Rome that in today’s parlance would be called the slums or ghettos.  Nero’s “burn it down” 
order was carried out by his officers, guards, and servants.  However, as fires tend to do, this one 
spread out of control and also consumed many other palaces and houses beyond the slums; several 
thousands perished in the flames, were smothered in the smoke, or buried beneath the ruins.  This 
horrendous nightmare continued for nine days. 
 When Nero, finding that his conduct was greatly blamed, and the tide of popular opinion was 
turned against him, determined to lay the blame on the Christians living in Rome.  Nero resorted to 
unimaginable barbarities to deflect attention from himself and turn it to the Christian community.  History 
records that followers of Christ - male and female - were rounded up and tortured in ways revealing of the 
depths of wickedness to which the unregenerate human mind can descend.  Sewn up in skins of wild beasts 
and suspended in nets just inches above the floor of the athletic arena filled with spectators, Christians 
were attacked by dogs until they died.  Others were dressed in shirts made stiff with wax, fixed to 
axletrees, and set on fire in the Emperor’s gardens, in order to illuminate them. 
 Our modern news companies and social media outlets would have stumbled over themselves to 
produce the latest update, publish the latest pictures, offer the newest insight from the “expert du jour”, and 
generate the most incendiary headlines in order to broadcast the “news” from Rome.  Yet here is the 
amazing thing that history reveals about the unspeakable persecution of the emerging church during the 
reign of Nero:  rather than diminishing the spirit and fervor of Christianity, the influence and impact of the 
Gospel of Jesus was greatly increased.  From the ashes of unspeakable atrocities against her, the bride of 
Christ soared with the beauty and grace of God’s amazing grace. 
 I surmise there are two significant issues in the current state of affairs facing our country.  The 
coronavirus is one issue; though the initial reaction to the virus may have been overwrought, it was most 
certainly a health crisis that initially produced many questions to which we had no competent answers.  
Though no longer viewed as the “world ender” that headlines were proclaiming three months ago, 
Covid-19 continues to inflict very real physical and psychological damage.  In my humble opinion, the 
second - and far more perilous - issue facing our nation are the forces at work behind the scenes whose 
goal is to weaponize this health crisis as a catalyst to promote political and cultural change in America.  
Similar to the strategy of Nero, there are agencies seizing upon the confusion and anxieties of the 
coronavirus crisis with the intent of figuratively - and literally - burning down the Judeo-Christian 
influence, and Constitutional foundations of this country. 
 Yet I do not live in fear of either the coronavirus or the subversive forces manipulating the health 
crisis for political leverage.  Jesus tells me in Matthew 10 to be “wise as a serpent and harmless as a 
dove” (16); He also instructs me to not be afraid, “for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made known.” (26)  The church survived Nero; the bride of Christ will survive 
the tangled web of Covid-19.  Focus your life on living Micah 6:8:  act justly, love mercy, walk humbly 
with God.  Grace & peace, PK. 


