
Pk’s Perspectives… NRA	

 I had to make a difficult decision earlier this week.  The Bible says there is safety in the 
counsel of many, so before making the decision I sought out the wisdom of the church ministerial 
staff and also our Deacon Chairman. 

Back in the spring, our Hangar facility had been reserved to host a fundraiser for the 4-H 
Shotgun Team.  The process of reserving facilities is handled through the church office.  
Historically, we try to be available and supportive of the various school groups who have asked to 
make use of our facilities.  In this instance, however, I had to withdraw our previous agreement to 
allow the Hangar facility to be used for this particular fundraiser after gaining a full understanding 
of the event that was being planned/advertised.  Now I want to tell you why…  

The Shotgun Team of the Bleckley County 4H partnered with the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) and the NRA Foundation for this particular fund raising effort.  The event is being advertised 
as a “Bleckley County Friends of NRA” event… details can be found on the NRA website.  If you 
watch/read/listen to the news of current events in our country, you will have some level of 
familiarity with the NRA.  Wikipedia states “observers and lawmakers see the NRA as one of the 
top three most influential lobbying groups in Washington, DC.”  On the NRA website, the 
organization describes itself this way: “While widely recognized today as a major political force and 
as America’s foremost defender of Second Amendment rights, the NRA has, since its inception, 
been the premier firearms education organization in the world.”  Regardless of your personal 
opinion of the NRA, in the current cauldron of American politics, the NRA is easily one of the most 
divisive labels being bandied about in public discussion/debate; the community philanthropy of the 
NRA is easily overshadowed in public discourse by their current headline status as a lobbying force 
in American politics.  

The mission of First Baptist Church is to bring the Gospel of Jesus to the people of Bleckley 
County.  All the people of Bleckley County.  And we never want to unwittingly place a stumbling 
block in the way of the people needing to hear about Jesus.  I’m convinced that allowing this event 
to take place on our church property would severely inhibit our ability to reach a sizable portion of 
our community with the Gospel.  We already battle numerous erroneous perceptions related to our 
church (some of which may be deserved!) but I’m certain we don’t want to be known as a “NRA 
Church” because of all the balderdash associated with the NRA and politics in America.  

Secondly, to have allowed this Bleckley County Friends of NRA rally to be held on church 
property – even though it would benefit the 4H Shotgun Team – could easily place in jeopardy our 
IRS standing as a 501 (3)(c) organization.  Jesus tells us that in dealing with the world we need to be 
“shrewd as serpents but harmless as doves.”  Along with the Shotgun Team benefitting financially 
from this event, the NRA and NRA Foundation will also benefit financially.  It would take only a 
single phone call…from someone standing in opposition to the political interests of the NRA…to an 
official of the IRS…complaining about a church hosting a questionable event that financially 
benefits the NRA and then First Baptist Church could easily be brought into the unwanted glare of 
the IRS spotlight. Some battles need to be fought…some battles need to be eschewed.  

Much like Paul’s testimony in Acts 28, we want to proclaim the kingdom of God and teach 
the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with full boldness and without hindrance.  We are 
American patriots…second; we are light and salt, first.  Cya, PK. 


