
Pk’s Perspectives …	Loving	Outrageously	

	 I can check many of the boxes on my personal ‘Follower of Jesus’ scorecard.  How 
about you?  Profession of faith?  Check.  Regular church attender?  Check.  Mission trip?  
Check.  Faithful in marriage?  Check.  Study the Bible?  Check.  Financial contributor?  
Check.  Witness to lost people?  Check.  Open my home to people in need?  Check.  Pray 
regularly?  Check.  Use decent, PG language?  Check.  If I’m not vigilant, I could unwittingly 
wander into the vicious, arid desert of spiritual contentment - save for this:  every day I bow 
my mind, body, and soul before the holiness of Jesus and submit to the spiritual 
examination of the Holy Spirit; when measured against the holiness of Christ I find myself in 
full agreement with Isaiah - my righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  Though at 
times excruciating, I ask God to show me what He sees going on inside my heart, to show 
me my stride when measured against the steps of Jesus, and to renew in me a raging 
appetite only for things that bring Him honor and pleasure.

	 The issue that most consistently arises in my submission to  spiritual examination 
under the guiding light of the Holy Spirit is my struggle to love all people well.  I’m not great, 
often not even good, at loving people the way I see Jesus loving people in Scripture.  God 
was demonstrably, unconditionally, and completely loving me BEFORE I ever surrendered to 
His love.  (Romans 5:8)  In John 13:34, Jesus commands me to love people the same way 
He has loved me.  1 John 4:8 tells me the one who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love, and then Jesus throws out this game changer in Luke 6:  love your 
enemies.  

	 I sometimes might warrant a (barely) passing grade when it comes to loving the 
people who love me back - family, friends, fellow believers; but when it comes to enemies, 
I’m more in sync with Peter cutting off the guard’s ear.  Interacting with enemies of the 
Cross can easily transform me into an OT scholar looking for guidance from the likes of 
David v. Goliath, Moses/Pharoah, Elijah/prophets of Baal, and flavored with a bit of NT 
seasoning from Jesus v. the money changers.  I do not love all people well; I do not always 
love well the people I desire to love well.

	 Here’s the frustrating part for me - there truly is a yearning in me to love all people 
well, I know this longing emanates from the Holy Spirit that lives in my heart, and this desire 
intensifies when I’m surrounded by His glory in the sanctuary of my closet.  Yet I’m not 
called of God to live in my prayer closet or to love only from the safe confines of my private 
sanctuary.  Rather, I’m commissioned to shine light in the darkness of my world, and spread 
the salt of the Gospel.

	 Full disclosure, okay?  Out here in the real world I find myself listing more towards 
anger, judgement, and condemnation when confronted with the quagmire of issues 
involving Covid-19 protocols; cancel culture ridiculousness; Covid-19 stimulus bills that are 
fractionally directed to American citizens; Hollywood/sports celebrities dispensing 
unsolicited, facile wisdom; a human flood through our southern border; elitist bureaucrats 
entrenched in government; looters and anarchists destroying cities under the banner of 
“Peaceful Protest”; and the erosion of First Amendment rights.  Whew…just typing out this 
paragraph is taxing to my spirit.  The struggle is real…how to publicly stand with Jesus 
while preserving a heart that loves like Jesus loved.

	 I’ve thought often during this past year of Jesus’ example, when He knelt and 
washed the feet of Judas the betrayer.  I’ve wrestled with Jesus interceding - while nailed to 
the cross - for those who orchestrated his crucifixion.  And Jesus wants me to love people 
the same way…

	 I can’t do it.  Alone. You can’t either.  Our sin ravaged human heart is incapable of 
such outrageous love…unless God is the wellspring of our love.  So Jesus gives us a new 
heart, and God invades our weakly constituted, sinful flesh with His transforming Holy Spirit 
to teach us about the path of extravagant, world-changing, agape love.  “The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:14)  Love you,  PK.

	 

	 


	


