
Pk’s Perspectives …	Importance	of	Small	Groups	

	 In your estimation, which is more important, more vital, in the life of a spiritually healthy 
local church:  congregational worship or small groups?  Both ministries are important; but is one 
more important, more vital, to the spiritual health of a church?  Please give my query some 
deliberate thought before reading the remainder of this article…go ahead, talk it over in your 
brain.

	 Okay…how many of you opted for “I think they are equally important?”  Do you really 
think that?  Or do you feel like you’re saying one of the two is NOT important by declaring the 
other to be more important?  Again, both are important and both are vital to the spiritual health 
of a church.

	 What if we examine my question through the prism of Scripture?  Would the Bible point 
to large, congregational services or small, intimate gatherings as being most important and vital 
in the life of the church?  Pursuing a biblical answer to my question should quickly lead you to 
conclude that smaller, intimate gatherings are more foundational, important, and vital to the life 
of a spiritually vibrant church. 

	 As we anticipate moving away from the pandemic restrictions of the past year, it is our 
small groups that will need the best of our resources, leaders, and effort.  Let me give you five 
reasons small groups are so important for our church:


1. Personal discovery happens in small groups better than large groups.

2. Small groups act more like, well, communities.  The bigger a group, the less like 

community it feels.

3. Small groups deliver deeper friendships that double as accountability.  When people 

know you, really know you, your life becomes far more transparent.

4. Small groups deliver maximum participation in Bible study, discussion of life issues, and 

mission outreach.

5. Powerful small groups infuse large group worship with energy, transparency, and 

expectancy.


	 One nationally known church leader has stated, “Small groups are not a ministry of the 
church, small groups are not a program of the church, small groups are not an outreach of the 
church, small groups are not an event of the church, small groups are the church.”  I agree.  If 
our small groups are vibrant and fresh, our worship will reflect the same vibrancy; if our small 
groups are stale and lacking vision, our worship will reflect the same dullness.  It’s a statistical 
fact:  unchurched people initially connect with a local church via small group relationships and 
community.

	 Unfortunately, current church culture tends to focus the most attention on the large group 
service - to the detriment of the church’s vitality.  Rick Warren says, “I think more people are 
going to be brought to Christ through the relationships in small groups than any front door 
evangelism in the next 15-20 years.”  One of the reasons I agree with Rick’s statement is that I 
believe small groups are the purest expression of the New Testament church.

	 Coming out of the pandemic, we need to help people get back into a small group!  Grace 
& peace, love you!!  PK.


