
Pk’s Perspectives …	I’m	Proud	to	be	an	American	

	 I am proud to be an American.  I am very appreciative and humbled by the privilege 
to call this country my home.  I like seeing our American flag flying in our cities and towns, 
our sport venues, our schools, our homes, and our churches.  Some would have me believe 
that my patriotism is simply the by-product of being a caucasian, middle-class male;  I 
disagree.  My patriotism is fueled by the foundations of our Republic; catalyzed by the 
stories of immigrant success in America; supported by the advances we have made over 
the years to right our national wrongs. While I have experienced many wonderful moments 
visiting other countries, I’ve always been more than ready to return to the USA.

	 America is not perfect by any measure; yet the fact of so many loud voices constantly 
casting aspersions against our country is troubling for me.  I’m not bothered so much by 
negative voices coming from people on the outside…those who have never lived, worked, or 
worshipped in America.  I’m disturbed by our fellow citizens who seemingly can find nothing of 
redeeming value in the fabric of America.

	 If you believe the loudest voices, America is a racist nation.  I disagree.  Are there 
examples of racism in America?  Absolutely - but I feel those examples are the exception rather 
than the rule as concerns racism in this country.  (0 examples of racism would be ideal and a 
worthy goal for any nation)  No one can argue in good conscience that racism was not abundant 
and socially accepted in the formative years of this country; slavery is indeed a stain in the 
mosaic of our national history that is slowly fading.  Yet fueled in large part by the slavery issue, 
our nation engaged a brutal Civil War that spilled the blood of approximately 750,000 Americans 
across the battle fields of the four year conflict.  We may not always get it right…but there exists 
in our American core the desire to be better, to work on it until we get it right. 

	 As long as sin is present in society, racism will rear its ugly snout.  There is not a nation 
on the face of the earth that does not wrestle with the reality of racism and bigotry.  The same 
holds true for all of the ills that nations, including ours, must confront.

	 Is America a poor nation?  No.  Are there people living in poverty within our borders?  
Yes.  Could we as a nation do better at lifting people out of their poverty?  Yes!

	 Is America an anti-immigrant nation?  No.  Could we as a nation do better at regulating 
immigration and helping people find the path to legal immigration?  Yes.

	 Is America a nation of addicts?  No.  Is addiction an issue our country needs to honestly 
confront?  Yes.

	 The frailty of fallen human nature can be found in every sector of our nation; the antidote 
for sinful human nature is Jesus.  “Pastor Keith, I think blaming racism, poverty, corruption, etc., 
on man’s fallen nature is a cop out; it relieves you of the burden of responsibility.”  Actually, the 
opposite is true.  Because I admit the bent & failings of my sinful human nature, I am more 
sensitive to how I live life in relation to people around me.  I can only love people well if I allow 
God’s love to love through me.  At least for today, I’m free to share the redeeming Good News of 
Jesus with my world!  Gotta love America!!  Grace & peace, PK.

	


