
Pk’s Perspectives …	Gradual	Growth	

J.C. Ryle writes, “Gradual growth in grace, growth in knowledge, growth in faith, 
growth in love, growth in holiness, growth in humility, growth in spiritual-mindedness - all 
this I see clearly taught and urged in Scripture, and clearly exemplified in the lives of 
many of God's saints. But sudden, instantaneous leaps from conversion to consecration I 
fail to see in the Bible.”

	 There exists in the modern church a faulty assumption that spiritual growth is more 
a microwave oven process than crock-pot experience.  Spiritual maturity requires more 
than 2 minutes in a spiritual microwave - ZAP! you’re a spiritual giant.  Instead, spiritual 
transformation is the life-long process whereby we allow God to add His spices to the 
crock-pot of our souls, and the Holy Spirit powers that spiritual crock pot as we marinate 
in His truth, His purposes,  His wisdom, His discipline while steadily being transformed 
into a person of deep, influential spirituality.

	 When James A. Garfield was president of Hiram College, a man brought his son to 
be admitted as a student.  When he was shown all that was involved in getting a college 
degree, the father said, “The boy can never take all that in.  He wants to get through 
college quickly.  Can you arrange that?”

	 Mr. Garfield said, “Oh yes.  He can take a short course; it all depends on what you 
want to make of him.  When God wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred years, but 
He takes only two months to make a squash.”

	 Mr. Garfield went on to explain:  “If you want to reach your full potential, you must 
be willing to pay the price of full preparation.  It doesn’t take much time or effort if you are 
willing to settle for less than you can be.  There are no credible shortcuts available if you 
want a quality education, or, for that matter, if you want to achieve any other worthwhile 
goal.”

	 I suspect there are Christians who want instant spirituality in the same way people 
want instant wealth or instant success; instant gratification seems to be a defining trait of 
modern culture.  Genuine spirituality is not gained that way.  There are no shortcuts to 
spiritual growth.  No gimmicks; no spiritual growth hacks.  It takes time to grow.  Growth 
is a process, a sequence, an ordered arrangement based on a rational decision to pay 
whatever price is necessary.

	 Paul describes what happens when Christians are unwilling to grow:  “For though 
by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic 
principles of God’s revelation.  You need milk, not solid food.  Now everyone who lives on 
milk is inexperienced with the message about righteousness, because he is an infant.  
But solid food is for the mature — for those whose senses have been trained to 
distinguish between good and evil.”  (Hebrews 5:12-14)  Is spiritual maturity your desire?  
If so, make a priority of daily bible study and prayer.  Grow deep roots in a local church; 
participating, not just spectating.  Surround yourself with like-minded believers willing to 
hold you accountable.  Recognize spiritual growth as a journey, a trek through life.  It 
takes time, years, to grow spiritually.  That is, if you want to be a spiritual oak.  Grace & 
peace, love you.  PK


