
Pk’s Perspectives… Dress Code

I’m a millennial and I still think it’s best to wear our best to church. The issue of the so-called church “dress 
wars” comes up from time to time. No, I don’t think a suit will save you or jeans will jinx you; I just think God’s 
house deserves our respect. Having said that, the church house is a building specifically designated and 
dedicated to worshipping a God that is awesome beyond our wildest imaginations. His presence is everywhere, 
but a church is dedicated to worship and the Word. When functioning properly, a church is a collection of unified, 
Spirit-filled, enthusiastic individuals who show up to lift up the name of Jesus. They come to learn, grow, praise, 
and experience the presence of God in a way that only collective worship allows. The singing is sacred, the 
preaching is powerful, the prayer is purposeful, and the atmosphere is faithful. A gathering of the Church in any 
place or building on the Lord’s Day (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Psalms 118:22-26) is a convocation of holy 
people worshipping a holy God (i.e. a holy convocation). Basically, church is a big deal, God is the biggest deal, 
and because worship is not a casual thing we should not dress informally. I dress up for church for the same 
reasons I dress up for weddings; it’s a sacred time and I want to honor it. 
 Psychologists know that how we dress impacts our mindset greatly. Schools have found that uniforms 
foster a focused classroom. Conversely, anything goes dress codes promote lazy, casual, and disrespectful 
demeanors. Studies of businesses show that productivity dramatically decreases on casual Fridays. We all 
instinctively know this to be true deep down. There’s a reason we buy special clothes for vacation; certain types of 
clothing make us feel more relaxed (you can always spot a tourist). It’s not a coincidence that people dress a 
certain way to go clubbing or hit the bars, they have a certain goal and a certain mindset and they dress 
accordingly. There’s a reason why politicians, lawyers, business professionals, newsmen, doctors, pilots, military 
personnel, pastors (at least historically), and even late night comedians mostly wear dress clothes while 
representing their endeavors. They are showing respect for their profession, themselves, and others. They exude 
confidence, competence, focus, command, and elicit trust. 
 I know there’s a certain charm to feeling the liberty to wear jeans and T-shirts to church (or whatever). It’s 
easy, casual, convenient, and relaxing. And therein, lies the problem; church is not designed to be easy, casual, 
convenient, or relaxing. Yikes! I know how politically incorrect that statement sounds, but nevertheless it’s true.  
Church is meant to be exciting, exhilarating, exalting, and life changing. If you think that sounds sillier than 
passing up a Krispy Kreme when the “hot” sign is on, it’s because you haven’t experienced the moving of the 
Spirit in a tangible way (at least not recently). Like it or not, preaching is not inherently designed by God to only be 
positive and encouraging K-Love radio, sometimes it’s for correction, conviction, instruction, and rebuke.  I don’t 
want my pastor looking like he’s about go camping for the same reasons I don’t want my lawyer looking like he’s 
about to go play video games in his Mom’s basement; it reeks of immaturity, incompetence, indifference, and 
frivolity. None of those images inspire confidence, gravitas, or respect. Furthermore, church is a sacred time 
where we come into direct contact with Divine anointing, revelation, illumination, salvation, sanctification, and the 
list could go on for miles. Bottom line, it’s not casual. 
 The real underlying question here is “should you choose to approach church casually or reverently”? 
Before you decide, ask yourself if it would be disrespectful to show up to a wedding in flip-flops and a T-shirt? 
Take that thought a little further, if you were the bride how would you dress? Certainly, as the bride of Christ, we 
should be reverent in our dress code as we gather to worship our Groom. Saints of old viewed it symbolically as a 
foretaste of the Great Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelations 19:6-9). Dressing “up” was a symbol of their 
profound respect for the things of God. I think they were right. 

(excerpted from a blog by Ryan French…definitely thought provoking!  Cya in Worship & SS, PK) 
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