
Pk’s Perspectives… Civility

Merriam-Webster defines civility as “civilized conduct, especially courtesy and politeness; 
a polite act or expression.” Mahatma Gandhi once stated, “Civility does not mean the mere 
outward gentleness of speech cultivated for the occasion, but an inborn gentleness and desire to 
do the opponent good.”  Hmmm…  In the words of Sandra Day O’Connor, “Unfortunately civility 
is hard to codify or legislate, but you know it when you see it.  It’s possible to disagree without 
being disagreeable.”  Hmmm…  The Bible says in Proverbs 25:11 “An idea well-expressed is like 
a design of gold, set in silver.”  Hmmm…  Examples of civility are difficult to find in our current 
cultural milieu; with the advent of the internet and its seeming impunity, and the ever-present, 
always angry SJW’s (social justice warriors) dissecting the implied meaning of most every public 
utterance, civility seems to have been sacrificed on the altar of “free speech.”  

	 When I view the current landscape of public discourse in America, I can’t help but be 
reminded of Cullen Hightower’s observation:  “After our ages-long journey from savagery to 
civility, let’s hope we haven’t bought a round-trip ticket.”  At times I feel the same despair that 
must have influenced Bertrand Russel when he observed, “It has been said that man is a rational 
animal.  All my life I have been searching for evidence which could support this.”  Yet there exist 
examples of civility…the most recent I have come across is from the ranks of the Hollywood 
elite.  I know, right?

	 Comedy talk show host Ellen Degeneres displayed remarkable civility this week after the 
internet went abuzz over photos of herself hanging out with former President George W. Bush at 
a Dallas Cowboys football game.  Entertainment Weekly reported, “After photos surfaced of her 
laughing with Bush in Cowboy’s owner Jerry Jones’ box, many on social media wondered why 
the talk show host, a gay woman, would be friendly with a former president who called for a 
constitutional ban on gay marriage, among other policy positions that seem at odds with her 
beliefs.”  The way Ellen responded to the social media disapproval serves as a mini-course in 
civility!

	 Though Ellen received many nasty tweets, she first chose to share a particular tweet that 
she loved:  “Ellen and George Bush together makes me have faith in America again.”  Then Ellen 
went on to say this:  “So I gotta say, when we were invited, I was aware that I was going be 
surrounded by people with different views and beliefs.  During the game, they showed a shot of 
George and me laughing together, so people were upset.  They thought why is a gay Hollywood 
liberal sitting next to a conservative Republican president.  A lot of people were mad, and they 
did what people do when they’re mad:  they tweet.  Here’s the thing - I’m friends with George 
Bush.  In fact, I’m friends with a lot of people who don’t share the same beliefs that I have.  
We’re all different, and I think we’ve forgotten that that’s okay, that we’re all different.  For 
instance, I wish people wouldn’t wear fur.  I don’t like it, but I’m friends with people who wear fur.  
But just because I don’t agree with someone on everything, doesn’t mean that I’m not going to 
be friends with them.  When I say be kind to one another, I don’t mean only the people that think 
the same way that you do.  I mean be kind to everyone.”

	 I’m not a card carrying member of Ellen’s fan club; we’ve never met so I obviously can’t 
count her as a friend.  But I truly appreciate Ellen’s show of civility.  How refreshing!!  And do you 
know who should be the leading examples of civility, courtesy, politeness, and humility in our 
conversations and relationships?  Me! You!  All who call themselves followers of Jesus Christ!   
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