
Pk’s Perspectives… Christmas Giving

 Last Sunday in big church we talked about how Christmas and giving fit together like a hand 
in glove.  We talked about how we give ourselves in worship; we talked about how we give our 
witness; and we talked about how we can give to meet a need.  We also talked about the incredible 
joy that accrues when we give anonymously!

	 I challenged you to keep your eyes open for a need in someone’s life, to pray about how you 
might could be the instrument to meet that individual’s need, and to be creative by meeting the 
need anonymously.  There is certainly no lack of need in our community, which means there are 
ample opportunities to be an instrument of blessing in someone’s life.

	 I want you to consider a specific way you can bless the lives of people, you can do it 
absolutely anonymously, and it won’t be until heaven that you discover the lives that were changed 
because of your gift.  I want you to consider giving a sacrificial gift through the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for International Missions.

	 Lottie Moon—the namesake of Southern Baptists’ international missions offering—has 
become a legend. But in her time, Lottie was anything but an untouchable hero. In fact, she was like 
today's missionaries. She labored tirelessly so her people group could know Jesus.  Well over 100 
years ago, while serving in China, Lottie began writing letters challenging the American church to 
send and support more workers to go there; Lottie was appointed to serve in Tengchow, China, in 
1872 and served until her death 39 years later.  After her death on the field, her challenge was 
heeded in the formalization of an offering in her name. Even if you’re not a Southern Baptist who 
has given to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, her life is a reminder of why we must give to send 
and support missionaries serving among unreached peoples in unreached places. 

	 Since 1845, the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention has 
partnered with churches to send missionaries to live and work among those around the world with 
little to no access to the gospel.  The national giving goal for the 2019 Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering is $165 million; the giving goal of Cochran FBC is $11,500.  100% of your generous gifts 
provide missionaries the services they need - housing, training, education, healthcare, and travel - 
to live among the unreached people they serve.  We currently have 3,656 full-time, career 
missionaries serving around the world; the generous offerings of Southern Baptist Churches through 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering make it possible for these men and women to devote 
themselves fully to their mission field. 

	 Lottie wrote in a letter dated September 15, 1887, “Why should we not do something that will 
prove that we are really in earnest in claiming to be followers of Him who, though He was rich, for 
our sake became poor?”  Lottie once wrote to the International Mission Board, “Please say to the 
new missionaries they are coming to a life of hardship, responsibility and constant self-denial.”

	 The story of Lottie Moon’s life of missionary service is a story that was once well known in 
our Baptist churches; I so want our newer believers to also know Lottie’s legacy.  Even if you don’t 
feel led to give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions, I would encourage 
you to Google “Lottie Moon Christmas Offering” and read about Lottie’s incredible life and witness.  
Warning:  you will be challenged to consider your own Great Commission faithfulness.  Cya in 
Sunday School and Worship, PK.


