
PK’s Perspectives… Brothers & Sisters in Ukraine & Russia

Angela:  My mother entered my room in the middle of the night. “The war has 
started.”  I live in Sumy, a Ukrainian city of about 250,000 people that sits near the Russian 
border. One week ago, my husband insisted that I take our kids and my mother and 
evacuate. While we made it to the United States, he stayed behind.  I struggled to make it 
through the day. In the afternoon I joined an international prayer call organized by the 
Lausanne Movement in light of the invasion. When the host asked how I was doing, I 
cried. I was angry. I felt betrayed, broken, and stepped on by Russia. I told everyone I was 
scared for my husband and for my friends in Kyiv praying at that moment about whether 
they should evacuate.  Then the host asked if someone could pray for me. My friend 
Alexey volunteered. My Russian friend, Alexey.

	 Alexey:  I was born and raised in the Soviet Union in Siberia. After the USSR 
collapsed, I became a Christian at the age of 23 after hearing the gospel preached at my 
mother’s rehab center. For me, finding faith in Christ was more than accepting that I was 
God’s child—it was realizing that I had brothers and sisters around the world. One of those 
was my Ukrainian friend Angela.  I joined Lausanne’s prayer call and felt grateful to see 
Angela was also there. It was heartbreaking to hear what she and other Ukrainians on the 
call were going through. It felt awful that my country was causing her so much personal 
distress. When the facilitator asked who would volunteer to pray for her, I said yes and 
began talking to God as I wept.  

	 Angela:  As I heard Alexey’s heartfelt prayer for me, my family, and my country 
Ukraine, I could not contain my tears. His pain was real. His words reminded me that I was 
part of a family not based on nationality, skin color, or status. Only Jesus.  Out of all the 
people that God could have used to comfort me that day, he used a Russian brother to 
give me a glimpse of his heart.

	 Alexey:  After I finished praying, the host asked me to share how I was feeling. I 
told them I felt terrible. I was utterly ashamed of my country’s actions.  I will never forget 
the look in my Ukrainian friends’ eyes. Instead of condemnation, I saw compassion. 
Angela wanted to pray for me. She asked God to show himself to Christians in Russia who 
felt powerless and afraid. She prayed for revival in Russia and Ukraine, a longing we had 
shared in our hearts for years.  On the day that Russia invaded our neighboring country, 
God used a Ukrainian sister to give me a further glimpse of his grace.

	 Angela:  The enemy wants to divide us these days, sowing hatred and separation 
between the church in Ukraine and Russia. Indeed, it hurts when I watch some Christian 
leaders in Russia not taking an open stand for Ukraine. Maybe some think that if they 
speak up they or their children might be in danger? I know the fear and danger are real, 
and I try not to judge, as I am not God. It is still painful though.  But I believe that the most 
important thing for us Christians is to remember that we are one bride, one body of Christ. 
His blood is in our veins, and we are all united by his Spirit.  

	 Alexey:  Brothers and sisters in Russia, Ukraine, or any other country, we all have 
one Heavenly Father and we are all members of the same family. This is not a war within 
our peoples. I don’t care about your political views or your theology of power. When one of 
my loved ones is in pain, I want to be there for you.  To my Ukrainian friends in particular, 
thank you for being ready to cry and pray with me and for accepting my feelings of fear 
and regret, despite the fact that I am Russian. This gives me confidence that Satan will be 
defeated once again, and the church of God will continue to demonstrate the love of 
Jesus.


This is taken directly from the transcript of the Lausanne Movement international prayer call 
on February 24, 2022.  FBC family, let’s be steadfast to pray for Angela, Alexey, and all the 

other Ukrainian and Russian members of our eternal family!  Grace & peace, PK. 


