
Pk’s Perspectives … Belief or Faith 

	 Belief, as long as it doesn’t cost us anything, is effortless; refusing to compromise biblical 
convictions is painless until it becomes personal.  Our most closely held spiritual certainties 
seem stable and solid up to the very moment those same certainties are rocked by 
circumstances that intrude into our intimate lives and/or relationships.  If an individual’s beliefs 
are based on personal opinion, then adverse circumstances are likely to change the individual’s 
opinions and, subsequently, his or her beliefs.  If an individual’s convictions are based on the 
Word of a benevolent, sovereign, holy Father, then he or she can humbly stand firm in the face 
of adverse circumstances, trusting God to perfectly accomplish His purposes.

	 Many are the parents who hold to strong convictions about the rule of law, order, and the 
necessity of juvenile delinquents experiencing the negative consequences of unruly behavior…
up until the moment the delinquent in question is a son or daughter and suddenly the parents 
want to by-pass the system and secure special treatment for their wayward child.  Because, of 
course, “My child is not a bad child.”

	 The Bible speaks clearly to the sanctity of life and thereby the immoral practice of 
abortion.  The only way to find a platform on which to stand in defense of abortion is to 
completely ignore the teaching of Scripture.  Many are the parents who have unequivocally 
stood against the legalization of abortion based on their understanding of Scripture…until the 
moment the crisis pregnancy involves a son or daughter.  I mean, what parent wants their child’s 
future irrevocably altered by a baby born out of time?

	 I feel certain a high percentage of Christians would express opposition to the notion of 
divorce as an acceptable remedy for marital strife, and yet the divorce rate among evangelical 
Christians equals or exceeds that of people who profess zero belief in God.  Many Christians 
would declare homosexuality an affront to the design of God in creation until it’s the child/
sibling/bff that’s coming out of the closet and claiming to have been created in such manner, 
and suddenly the cost of the stated belief has risen.  I imagine most followers of Christ would 
wholly heartedly agree that we are to love all people, and then a family of differing color/ethnicity 
moves into the house next door and we’ve yet to invite this new neighbor into our home to 
share a meal, or to our church to hear the story of Jesus because, you know, they’re different.

	 The fact is this - it costs us zero to state our beliefs; the cost is realized as we seek to live 
a life that accurately reflects what we say we believe.  This is why we need to be sure our stated 
beliefs are biblically based and accurate.  If I am trusting what God teaches me in His word, 
then I can also trust that God will honor His truth when I take my stand with Him and I can trust 
God to work in and through the firestorm of suffering and relational friction that may result.

	 It is so, so difficult for a parent to trust their child’s suffering to the sovereign purposes of 
God.  It is agony to witness a friend or family member choose a life path that is absolutely 
contrary to the instructions of God - knowing your relationship with that person will be 
estranged as long as they remain on their chosen path - and trust God to work in & through the 
difficulties.  Staying true to our biblical beliefs requires a deeply authentic faith; faith that our 
loving Father knows how to woo the rebellious heart, that He knows what is necessary to draw 
the prodigal home.  Cya in Sunday School and Worship, PK.  



