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Sunday Small Groups are to: 

TEACH the Bible to change 
lives 

REACH the lost with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and 
CARE for people through 

prayer, ministry and fellowship. 
2-15-26 

Attendance: 257 
Visitors: 10 

Enrollment: 502 

NonProfit Org 
U.S.Permit Pd. 

Permit No. 2 
Cochran GA 31014

First Baptist  Church Cochran 

February 18, 2026 

Vol. 63, No. 7

Keith Rustin 
Senior Pastor 
478-308-0993 

krustin@fbccochran.com 

Jeff Dykes 
Executive Pastor      

478-230-8792  
jdykes@fbccochran.com 

Jan Evans 
Legacy Builder Ministry 

478-230-7127 
jevans@fbccochran.com 

Jamie Davis 
Next Generation Pastor 

912-424-1142 
jdavis@fbccochran.com 

Ryan McWhorter 
Family & Children’s      

Ministry Pastor 
706-302-6374 

rmcwhorter@fbccochran.com 

Matthew White 
Worship Pastor 
478-230-4721 

mwhite@fbccochran.com  

Andrea Floyd 
Financial/Admin Assistant 

478-298-2498 
afloyd@fbccochran.com 

Tammy Martin 
Ministry Assistant 

717-799-7995 
tmartin@fbccochran.com 

WEDNESDAY  
FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Please submit your 

reservation by noon 
Tuesday before the meal 

on Wednesday. 

NAME 
________________________ 

Wednesday, February 25 

5:15 pm to 6:00 pm 

BBQ 
Fries 

Pasta Salad 

______Regular Meal 
$5.00 per plate 

______Chicken Tenders & 
Fries $3.00 per plate 

______Yearly Reservation 

______I prefer to make 
reservations on a weekly basis 

Payment is expected for 
cancellations after 

Tuesday. 

Sunday February 22  

8:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:45 am Sunday Morning Small Groups 

11:00 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

4:00 pm Youth Band (Summit) 

4:30 Bible Drills (Children’s Dept) 

4:30 pm Sanctuary Small Group (Sanctuary) 

5:30 Adult Small Group (Conference Room) 

5:30 Awana (Upstairs Children’s Dept) 

5:30 pm Youth Bible Study (Summit) 

Wednesday February 25 

5:15 Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal 

5:30 pm Youth Pizza & Fellowship 

6:30 pm First Kids Music & Missions (Multipurpose Rm) 

6:30 pm Adult Prayer & Bible Study (Sanctuary) 

6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

6:30 pm The 56 
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	 Donald Miller, CEO of StoryBrand, went to hear a folksinger 
in concert and between songs the folksinger told a story that 
helped Donald resolve some things about God.  The story was about 
the folksinger’s friend who is a Navy SEAL.  The folksinger told the 
story like it was true…	
	 The folksinger said his friend was performing a covert 
operation, freeing hostages from a building in some dark part of 
the world.  His friend’s SEAL team flew in by helicopter, made their 
way to the compound and stormed into the room where the 
hostages had been imprisoned for months.  The room, the 
folksinger said, was filthy and dark.  The hostages were curled up in 
a corner, terrified.  When the SEALs entered the room, they heard 
the gasps of the hostages.  They stood at the door and called to the 
prisoners, telling them they were Americans.  The SEALs asked the 
hostages to follow them, but the hostages wouldn’t.  They sat there 
on the floor and hid their eyes in fear.  They were not of healthy 
mind and didn’t believe their rescuers were really Americans.	
	 The SEALs stood there, not knowing what to do; they 
couldn’t possibly carry everybody out.  One of the SEALs, the 
folksinger’s friend, got an idea.  He put down his weapon, took off 
his helmet, and curled up tightly next to the other hostages, getting 
so close his body was touching some of their bodies.  He softened 
the look on his face and put his arms around the closest hostages.  
He was trying to show them he was one of them.  None of the 
prison guards would have done this.  He stayed there for a little 
while until some of the hostages started to look at him, finally 
meeting his eyes.  The Navy SEAL whispered that they were 
Americans and were there to rescue them.  “Will you follow us?” he 
said.  The hero stood to his feet and one of the hostages did the 
same, then another, until all of them were willing to go.  The story 
ends with all the hostages safe on an American aircraft carrier.	
	 After hearing this story, Donald remembered that he never 
liked it when the preachers said we had to follow Jesus; sometimes 
they would make Jesus sound angry.  But Donald liked the story the 
folksinger told.  He liked the idea of Jesus becoming man, so that we 
would be able to trust Him, and he liked that Jesus healed people 
and loved them and cared deeply about how people were feeling.  
When Donald understood that the decision to follow Jesus was very 
much like the decision the hostages had to make to follow their 
rescuer, he knew then that he needed to decide whether or not he 
would follow Jesus.  The decision was simple, Donald says, once he 
asked himself, “Is Jesus the Son of God, am I being held captive in a 
world run by Satan, a world filled with brokenness, and do I believe 
Jesus can rescue me from this condition?”	
	 I think Paul (the biblical one) would have liked the 
folksinger’s story, too.  It’s a good illustration of the point God was 
making through Paul’s pen in 1 Corinthians 9:22 as regards 
reaching the lost:  “…to the weak I became as weak, that I might win 
the weak.  I have become all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some.”  Ask God to give you compassionate 
discernment for those people you’re attempting to rescue from the 
darkness of sin and lead into the light of the good news of Christ.  
Grace & peace, love you.  PK.


