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Sunday Small Groups is to  

TEACH the Bible to change lives 

REACH the lost with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and 

CARE for people through prayer, 
ministry and fellowship. 

08-03-2025 
Attendance: 251 

Visitors: 13 
Enrollment: 502 

Non-Profit Org
U.S.Permit Pd.

Permit No. 2
Cochran, GA   31014

First Baptist Church Cochran 

August 06, 2025 

Vol. 62, No. 29

Sunday, August 10 
8:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:45 am Sunday Morning Small Groups 
11:00 am Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

4:30 pm Sanctuary Small Group (Sanctuary) 
5:30 pm Quarterly Conference & Meal  (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, August 13 
5:30 pm Youth Pizza & Fellowship (Summit) 

6:30 pm First Kids Music & Missions (Multipurpose Room) 
6:30 pm Adult Prayer & Bible Study (Fellowship Hall),  

6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice (Choir Room)  
Youth Bible Study (Summit) 

Keith Rustin 
Pastor 

478-308-0993 
krustin@fbccochran.com 

Jeff Dykes 
Minister to Young Adults 

& Missions              
478-230-8792  

jdykes@fbccochran.com 

Jan Evans 
Legacy Builder Ministry 

478-230-7127 
jevans@fbccochran.com 

Jamie Davis 
Next Generation Pastor 

912-424-1142 
jdavis@fbccochran.com 

Ryan McWhorter 
Family & Children’s      

Ministry Pastor 
706-302-6374 

rmcwhorter@fbccochran.com 

Matthew White 
Worship Pastor 
478-230-4721 

mwhite@fbccochran.com  

Andrea Floyd 
Financial/Admin Assistant 

478-298-2498 
afloyd@fbccochran.com 

Melissa Blankenship 
Ministry Assistant 

478-397-5396 
mblankenship@fbccochran.com 

WEDNESDAY  
FELLOWSHIP MEAL 
Please submit your 

reservation by noon Tuesday 
before the meal on 

Wednesday. 

NAME ______________________ 

Wednesday, August 13 
5:15 pm to 6:00 pm 

Smoked Sausage, Potato,  
Corn on the Cob, & Roll 

Alternate Choice:   Chicken 
Tenders & Fries 

_____ Regular meal plate 

$5.00 per plate 

_____ Chicken tenders & fries 

$3.00 per plate 

_____ Yearly reservation 

_____ I prefer to make 
reservations on a weekly 

basis. 

Payment is expected for 
cancellations after 
Tuesday, 12:00 pm.
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to our newest member

Kase Davis

	 Joseph “Yellow Kid” Weil — if the name doesn’t ring a bell, 
the movie The Sting starring Robert Redford and Paul Newman 
might — that Oscar-winning classic was inspired by him. 
	 Joseph Weil started down the road of deception young, 
hustling gullible farmers by selling them cheap glasses in “solid 
gold” frames. But those early scams were just a warm-up. His true 
masterpiece? Creating an entire fake bank. 
	 Weil got lucky when word spread through town that the 
National Traders Bank of Muncie was relocating. Seizing the 
moment, he rented a house in the right neighborhood and 
“opened” his own version of the bank. Chicago gangsters played 
the roles of bank tellers and clerks, and unsuspecting locals walked 
in — and handed over their cash like it was any other day at the 
bank. 
	 But those small deposits weren’t the real prize. Weil had his 
eyes on a local multimillionaire. 
	 To make the con believable, he let the wealthy man stew in 
the waiting room for an hour, then, posing as the “banker,” haggled 
endlessly over a fake land deal — finally “reluctantly agreeing” to 
sell nonexistent property for half a million dollars. 
	 And if that wasn’t outrageous enough? Weil went on to 
swindle Benito Mussolini himself, selling the Italian dictator 
“exclusive rights” to develop imaginary mines in Colorado. 
	 Money loved Joseph Weil — and he loved spending it. 
Lavish living, beautiful women, and a reputation as one of the 
boldest con men America ever saw.  (excerpt from Dr. Neil Gale’s 
article on ) 
	 Joseph Weil died in 1976…of old age, while living in an 
assisted living facility.  He did spend a total of 6 years in prison 
during his life but for the most part he avoided the penalties 
associated with such a nefarious lifestyle.  In fact, when reading 
some of the accounts of his life, I sensed that this man was a bit 
revered, a celebrity of sorts owing to Mr. Weil’s panache and all the 
scams he successfully engineered.

	 But there is little written about the people whose lives were 
impacted by Mr. Weil’s skullduggery.  Those folks who trusted the 
fake bank mentioned above and willingly handed over their hard-
earned money - can you imagine their anger, bewilderment, or 
feelings of having been vandalized?  I imagine some of these 
people refused to trust another financial institution…choosing 
instead to hide their money in mattresses!

	 This account of the “fake bank” con led me down the road 
of thinking about people who come to a church expecting one 
thing…but experience something entirely different.  Jesus warned 
religious people about becoming “like whitewashed tombs, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's 
bones and all uncleanness.”  Most people visit a church expecting 
to encounter love and grace and kindness, a welcoming quality 
that can’t be experienced in anything the world has to offer.  
Imagine their consternation when “church” people are acting just 
like the rest of the world?  I imagine some of these people might 
refuse to ever trust another spiritual gathering!  I’m thankful for the 
welcoming spirit of FBC Cochran!!  Peace & grace, love you!  PK	  

http://drloihjournal.blogspot.com

