Sunday Small Groups is fo :
ETEACH the Bible to change lives:

REACH the lost with the Good
©  News of Jesus Christ and

:  CARE for people through
: prayer, ministry and fellowship. :

JOIN US FOR

10-19-2025
Attendance: 292
Visitors: 26
Enrollment: 502

WEDNESDAY
FELLOWSHIP MEAL

Please submit your reservation
by noon Tuesday before the
meal on Wednesday.

NAME

Wednesday, October 29
5:15 pmto 6:00 pm
Cajun Chicken Pot Pie & Salad
Alternate Choice: Chicken
Tenders & Fries

Regular meal $5.00 per
plate

Chicken tenders & fries
$3.00 per plate
Yearly reservation

| prefer to make
reservations on a weekly basis.
Payment is expected for
cancellations after Tuesday,
12:00 pm.

Thank Hou

“To Everyore at First Baptist,
We sircerly tkark you for your
recert doratior to our mission.

Kird dorors like you are a
blessirg to us ard our ladies...”
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Ministry Outreach

Opportunities

HERE ARE WAYS FOR YOU TO BE A PART OF
KINGDOM-BUILDING WORK:

OPERATION

Date of event: 11/12 Date of event: 12/15.

Needs: items from S
classes & shoeboxes

Needs: money to
purchase supplies

10/16 - 10/29

Contact: Ryan
McWhorter

P :
nh3-nj23

Contact: Terri Bennett

P :
10/30 - /9

Contact: Sherry Oliver
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Week of October 26 - November 01
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ALAN CURTIS & JIMMY DAVIS

Foloing o Lol Lonting 13 Senve.
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Ryan McWhorter

Keith Rustin Family & Children’s
Senior Pastor Ministry Pastor
478-308-0993 706-302-6374

krustin@fbccochran.com rmcwhorter@fbccochran.com

Jeff Dykes Matthew White
Executive Pastor Worship Pastor
478-230-8792 478-230-4721

idykes@fbccochran.com mwhite@fbccochran.com

Andrea Floyd
Financial/Admin Assistant
478-298-2498
afloyd@fbccochran.com

Jan Evans
Legacy Builder Ministry
478-230-7127
jevans@fbccochran.com

Jamie Davis Melissa Blankenship

Next Generation Pastor Ministry Assistant
912-424-1142 478-397-5396

jdavis@fbccochran.com mblankenshi

VioRSHp

Sunday, October 26
8:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary)

fbccochran.com

9:45 am Sunday Morning Small Groups
11:00 am Worship Service (Sanctuary)
4:30 pm Bible Dirills (Children’s Department)
4:30 pm Sanctuary Small Group (Sanctuary)
5:30 pm Adult Bible Study (Conference Room)
5:30 Awana (Upstairs Children’s Department)

Wednesday, October 29
5:30 pm Youth Pizza & Fellowship (Summit)

6:30 pm First Kids Music & Missions (Multipurpose Room)
6:30 pm Adult Prayer & Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice (Choir Room)

6:30 pm Youth Bible Study (Summit)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
101 South Second Street
Cochran, GA 31014-6806

Non-Profit Org
U.S.Permit Pd.
Permit No. 2
Cochran, GA 31014

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TITLE FIRST LAST

ADDRESS
CITY, STATE ZIP

First Baptist Church Cochran
October 22, 2025
Vol. 62, No. 40

PSALM 25:4

bibleversestogo.com
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God gave me and Gayle an opportunity to invest seven years of
our lives pastoring a newly planted church in Hickory, NC. Blackburn
Baptist Church was the name of the congregation. When we arrived on
the scene, the fine folk of Blackburn Baptist were meeting in two mobile
homes situated on seven acres of beautiful land; the two mobile units
were joined together like a “T” — the vertical building being the
sanctuary and the horizontal being the small group rooms.

As I’m sure you can imagine, the sanctuary was small but it was
plenty big for the 25 or so regular attenders of the church. But any
church, by virtue of its Great Commission calling, should grow and God
blessed Blackburn with significant growth. It wasn’t long before the
mobile sanctuary was quite crowded; there were Sundays when the
children sat on the floor so as to provide seating for the grownups. At
the same time, though the space was cramped, there was a certain
liveliness and sense of community that surrounded us as we crammed
into the small space. Definitely good times and good memories...but our
growth slowed, not exactly plateauing but certainly a slower paced
growth. The time had come to build a building. Which we did. And built
it debt free. There was much anticipation of the day we would move into
the new building, with its new and larger worship space. Move-in day
finally arrived...followed fairly soon by builder’s remorse.

Soon | was hearing about how the new worship area didn’t have
the same atmosphere as the mobile chapel; about how people felt
isolated from one another in the bigger space; and about how the music
lacked the vibrancy and volume of the singing in the mobile chapel. True
story: God had provided a beautiful new worship space (did | mention
debt-free?) and yet there existed a handful of church members who
wanted to go back to what was instead of looking forward to where God
was leading us. | was still a young pastor at the time and was a bit
perplexed but God taught me a lot during that season of leading a
church from the familiar into the unknown. One lesson God taught me is
that people struggle with change...all of us, to some degree, struggle to
move from comfort into unfamiliar conditions.

So | began to remind the people of Blackburn Baptist of our
calling and commissioning as the people of God. | pointed to the slow
down of our growth in the year before we completed the new building
and encouraged folks to reaffirm our disciple-making mission...we had
plenty of seats to fill with new disciples of Christ. | assured members
that the day would come when the new worship space would be filled
with the same atmosphere and vibrancy and volume and sense of
community and memorable worship experiences as the mobile chapel
had provided during our season of worshiping in it. And it did! Our
growth rate increased, new people were coming through the doors and
they actually had seats in which to sit! God led us through that bumpy
season of change into a new season of fruitfulness for the Kingdom.

Paul Costner was one of my deacons. I’ll never forget something
he shared with me after walking together with God through that bit of
turbulence at Blackburn Baptist. He said, “Pastor, speaking for myself
but also for others in our church, I've been convicted of pride. | was
proud of the fact that when we gathered in the old room it was packed
with people; when we first transitioned to the new building | was initially
embarrassed when people would visit for the first time and see a worship
space that was only half-full. The fullness of the mobile chapel had
become my idol...the thing | didn’t want to surrender in order to follow
God into His future plans for Blackburn Baptist. Now? | see how God
has filled the new sanctuary and I’m humbled.”

| think it is an ongoing challenge for any church to avoid defining
“good worship” as dependent on a particular setting or a certain style of
music or the tally of people attending. “Good worship” is simply defined
as God worship - no matter the time, place, or protocol! Btw, Blackburn
Baptist went on to build another building...which required the demolition
of the old mobile chapel! Grace & peace, love you. PK

FRENZY

FELLOWSHIP-FOOD-FUN

Bounce house POPCORN

October 25th | Starts @9 AM to Noon

11:00AN-1:GGPI

HRSTBAPTIST CHURCH COCHRAN -
WWWW.FBCCOCHRAN.CON

1018 2" ST Cochran, GA 31014

Questions? Contact us at jdavis.bcm@gabaptist.org

WINTER RE

12/27-12/39
$200

~MINISTRY~

—

FBC Cochran

. : 101 SE 2nd St.

A night of food. fellowship, & .
thankfu!ness Church office

by 10/29

BARED POTATO
AND BBQ
PROVIDED BY
WOMEN'S MINISTRY

PRING A

FRIEND &

DESSERT! i
ok,

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD -PSALM 107:1

3 Connections Update

God: Right Now Media
Our connection with God is the most

important part of our spiritual journey.
Staying plugged in to the power source
is the only way to have the spiritual
energy and commitment to accomplish
His purposes in our lives and the world
around us. Right Now Media, a resource
the church provides, has a vast
selection of Bible studies for you to
access in order to strengthen your
connection to God! Call the office to get
connected!

Believers: Church Outreach
Opportunities
Sometimes the best way to build

relationships is to work together with a
group to accomplish a shared goal. This
fall we have several opportunities for our
church to reach out to the community
and at the same time strengthen our
relationships with each other. Being a
part of what God is doing is important
for the health of our church!

World: Country Fest

This past Saturday volunteers from FBC
handed out 250 informational brochures
and 600 bottles of water. They interacted
with the community and helped children
with crafts and coloring. Our prayer is
that seeds were planted that will result in
furthering the Kingdom of God.



