
You’re Going Where?
If you’ve ever gone on a missions trip, you might have heard that question 

before. Perhaps it was because they never expected you to be going on a mis-
sions trip. Or perhaps it was because of the location of your trip. The latter 
was probably the case when the four interns who recently completed their 
term in South Sudan first started planning their trip.

The South Sudan internship was offered through The Awakening’s On My 
Way program. Geared for young adults interested in missions service, it pro-
vides an opportunity for them to serve a mid-term (2-6 months) internship 
alongside one of our IPHC missionaries. On My Way provides stateside train-
ing and resourcing from World Missions Ministries within a more flexible 
and fluid structure before the interns head to the field. We asked these four 
interns to give you a glimpse into their time in South Sudan in June and July.

Haley Jones
My duties in South Sudan involved teaching English and first grade classes. 

I taught English to Primaries 1, 2, 5, and 7–everything from ABCs to English 
grammar. I also taught one-on-one English and counting to a boy with some 
learning disabilities. In my P1 class, I taught math, English, and occasionally 
a Christian Education class which involved God, creation, and His role in our 
lives. I also spent a lot of time with the village kids and the street boys, just 
laughing and hanging out. My team and I also did some hospital ministry. We 
walked into town a few times to the hospital and visited the newborn babies, 
and even helped deliver a baby! Being in South Sudan gave me a new perspec-
tive of the world and definitely forced me out of my comfort zone. 

Veronika Jones 
South Sudan was definitely a place like I have never experienced in my 

entire life. It completely shook my world, and I am so thankful for the short 
time I was able to live and do ministry there. A typical day in Kapoeta was 
pretty busy and began at the crack of dawn because Africans don’t sleep. I 
taught math class in the morning; sometimes I taught P1-P2, but towards the 
end I was teaching P6-P7. After teaching I went over to the medical clinic 
where I helped our nurse attend to patients; that included praying for them 
and simply loving them. After teaching another math class in the afternoon, 
it was time for soccer with the girls!! I absolutely loved getting to play soccer 
with them; they did NOT take it easy on me. This allowed them to see me as 
more than a “preaching” missionary. I was their friend and I wanted them to 
know I truly cared for them and loved them. South Sudan impacted me in a 
way that I don’t think any other place could. It showed me that people matter. 
It showed me that life isn’t all about me, but that there are people ALL around 
us that truly do matter and what we do to impact them matters as well.

Haley Jones spent a lot of her time 
teaching in the classroom.

Veronika Jones is surrounded by a few 
of the H4S students.

Working in the Lauren Medical Clinic 
which is on the Kapoeta compound.
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Shanna Brewer
While serving in South Sudan, I got to experience many different areas of 

ministry such as working in the health clinic, teaching Sunday school, and 
teaching several subjects in Primary 1. My main duty became teaching in the 
school. I taught English, Math, Christian Religion Education (CRE), Science, 
Social Studies, and Physical Education. Getting to spend hours each day with 
the same group of students was very special. I got to know each of them by 
name and really enjoyed watching them not only grow and learn, but excel in 
their studies. I could not be more thankful for being pushed out of my com-
fort zone and given more than I thought I could handle. My heart is forever 
full of compassion, joy, and love for the children of Kapoeta, South Sudan. 

Editor’s Note: The H4S banner photo on the previous page was provided by 
Shanna. She and Veronika, who are from the same area, are on a mission to 
provide soccer shirts for the Hope4SSudan School. The shirts are currently in 
the design stage; watch for more details in the next newsletter.

Rylan Brown
This summer had a much larger impact on my life than I thought it would 

to be completely honest. As someone who had been to South Sudan twice 
before on short-term trips, I thought I knew what I was getting myself into. 
I learned very quickly that two months is a lot more challenging than two 
weeks. After my last trip, I had a dream of returning to work alongside mis-
sionary Greg McClerkin and learn the ins and outs of running a missions 
compound. This internship was God’s answer to that desire. I learned that 
being a missionary is a lot more challenging than many realize, and honestly, I 
am not really sure how Greg does it. I do know that I went armed with a mega 
roll of duct tape and had plenty of opportunities to use it. However, I never 
suspected that one of the uses would be to hold my own IV in place when I 
got dehydrated! Would I do it all over again? Absolutely!

A Prayer Covering Is Needed
“The Hope4Sudan Compound is running well in our absence thus far” says 

missionary Greg McClerkin. “However, we do need your prayers regarding 
some of the key people who have been given leadership responsibilities.”

•  Pray for Noeline, the nurse who works at our clinic–that she will be 
faithful, honest, and efficient in her work.

•  Pray for the young men who are leading the church–that the Spirit will guide 
them into all Truth; pray that they will be effective ministers of the Word.

•  Pray for Greg, Latoya, and Ethan McClerkin as they itinerate in the United 
States. Pray for a safe delivery of their second child in November. Pray for 
their support to be raised soon allowing for a quick return to S. Sudan.

World Class Compassion
This summer at their banquet at General Conference, World 

Missions Ministries recognized key people who have made a 
significant global impact on the ministry fabric of the IPHC. Each 
was presented with a portrait commissioned by IPHC missionary 
artist, Rev. Linwood Berry. Hope4Sudan founder, Lauren Pickens, 
was one of those honored. A print of the original (shown here) will 
hang in or near the World Missions office in Oklahoma City.

“Your ministry legacy of World Class Compassion,” said Bishop 
Tal Gardner, “is an inspiration to those of us who are benefactors 
of it today and will serve as an inspiration to those who will follow 
us in doing the work and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ until He 
returns, in the future!”

Shanna loved teaching, but visiting 
babies at the hospital was special too.

Rylan is helping unload bricks for one 
of the ongoing construction projects.

Greg, Latoya, and Ethan McClerkin 
are currently itinerating in the U.S.


