
Missionary Greg McClerkin says that 
every year the Lord surprises them in 
South Sudan by working in unforeseen 
ways. “Part of the excitement of enter-
ing 2019 is to see what He will do in 
people’s lives as we trust Him to work,” 
Greg says. He is excited to share the 
visions and plans that God put in their 
hearts. Some major goals Hope4Sudan 
has for this year are: 1) to complete the 
church plant in Juba, South Sudan; 
2) to launch Compass (our ministry 
and business training for young adults) 
in Kapoeta, and 3) to plant a village 
church in Machi 2.

Because of its close proximity to the 
Kapoeta compound, we have felt a 
special burden to reach out to Machi 2. 
For years, we have been taking medi-
cal and evangelistic teams to minister 
to them. We would love to have more 
villagers join us in our church services, 
but the walk is just too far, especially 
for the elderly, to make it on Sunday 
mornings. Our prayer is that having a 
church in their own village will allow 
even the most physically impaired to 
be part of the growing body of Christ.

We have already planted a church in 
Machi 1 and will soon start the build-
ing. However, the village well that 
serves 100 families was in desperate 
need of repairs. Thanks to a generous 
donation from a couple in Virginia, 
those repairs have been made and wa-
ter is flowing again (see photos).
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The Wild West of Africa

Greg was thrilled to have Latoya and 
the boys with him for Christmas and the 
New Year. He refers to South Sudan as 
the “wild west” of Africa (except it’s east, 
not west). The vast open spaces, clear 
skies, and untamed country are more 
than enough to spark a kid’s imagina-
tion and give him a good time. When 
Ethan comes here on school breaks, he’s 
a free man – running wild on the 5-acre 
compound, minus his shirt and shoes a 
lot of the time, and playing with other 
boys who love their freedom as much as 
he does.

Ethan McClerkin (front and center) 
always enjoys his time at the compound 
with his family and his friends.

Colton McClerkin (yellow shirt) gets 
plenty of attention from the locals when 
he comes to the H4S compound.

Meet Our Guest
Missionary Greg McClerkin 

recently posted this picture on Face-
book of a surprise guest for Sunday 
morning service. When the baby 
baboon stuck around, Greg and 
Lauren named him Josh in honor of 
Josh Hannah who was instrumental 
in establishing Hope4Sudan. There’s 
never a dull moment.

Vision for Growth

Our recent guest in the morning worship 
service created quite a stir.

Pastor Derrick Gardner sits with a group of 
young men in Machi 2 in November 2018.



Losam is our newest boy in the Compass 
Kidz ministry on Hope4Sudan’s com-
pound. We are thrilled to have him.

A Warm Welcome
A 10-year-old orphan boy, Losam, was recently welcomed into the Com-

pass Kidz program (formerly known as the “Street Boys Ministry”). This little 
boy had lost both his parents and was being raised by an elderly widow. For 
some time, Losam had a burning desire to attend school but wasn’t able to 
do so because of his living situation. The woman caring for him heard about 
Compass Kidz and asked if we could care for and educate the boy. This was an 
answered prayer for us, as well as for them. We’re so grateful for the generos-
ity of individuals and churches which allows us to care for these children. We 
are now praying for the Lord to lead us to two more boys like Losam to bring 
into the program over the next few months.

Coffee Chat Ministry
Compass Ministry continues to create ministry opportunities for the 

students studying in Eldoret, Kenya. The most recent outreach was held on 
March 16 in Eldoret, Kenya. Coffee Chat, as it was called, provided a great 
time of fellowship and ministry. There were 32 in attendance from five differ-
ent countries. Greg was excited to get to fellowship with our students from 
Hope4Sudan and a host of other students.

The next morning, we had a beautiful Sunday morning service at Mace-
donia Worship Center in Eldoret, Kenya. “There’s nothing like attending a 
rural church on a beautiful sunny Sunday morning!” reflects missionary Greg 
McClerkin. He recalls that on his last visit to that church one year ago, the 
building only had a roof. Praise God for the great progress they have made.

Praise Reports
•  Twenty-nine students were sent back to secondary school (high school) in six 

different locations this year, thanks to the faithful giving of their sponsors!
•  H4SS Primary School opened the first week of February. We praise God 

for giving us a full staff on opening day. It’s so difficult to find good, 
reliable teachers in this area. To start the year with a full staff is nothing 
short of a miracle! Also, we are grateful to report that funds were recently 
donated to renovate the older classrooms which are literally falling apart. 
Thank the Lord for this timely blessing!

•  Government offices have given us favor at our new church plant site in the 
village of Machi 1! We’re now getting close to finishing up all the neces-
sary paperwork to start construction on an open air church.

•  The clinic is running smoother than ever. We managed to hire our first 
full-time employee to work in the pharmacy area which has made the 
daily operation much more organized and efficient.

Prayer Requests
•  The H4S clinic is in need of a lab to do basic testing for patients. Pray for 

us to find the person, as well as the funding, to make this happen.
•  Pray for Latoya’s Bloom Ministry. There are so many needs and options, 

but we want to make sure we’re following God’s leading as we seek to min-
ister to those with special needs in Kenya and South Sudan.

•  Pray for continued peace and stability in South Sudan, as well as a good 
rainy season, which should start soon.

•  Pray for the McClerkin family. The stresses of living in a foreign land, ex-
periencing times of separation, and parenting without each other during 
different seasons presents unique challenges for all of them.

•  Greg and Latoya also need more monthly support at this time in order to 
remain on the field. If the Lord leads you to partner with them, click on 
this link (https://give.iphc.org/missionaries/218363).

It is always a delight to get to visit with 
our Hope4Sudan graduates who are 
continuing their education elsewhere.

There were 32 students from five coun-
tries who attended our Coffee Chat as 
part of our ongoing Compass Ministry.

Our Compass ministry continues to 
thrive. Our most recent event in Eldoret 
was another great success story.

https://give.iphc.org/missionaries/218363

