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Bringing
HOPE to
South Sudan
South Sudan Background

South Sudan remains the youngest nation in our world since gaining
its independence from Sudan in July
2011. Renewed conflict in December
2013 led to what the UN called “one of
the world’s worst humanitarian crises.”
South Sudan continues to experience widespread famine amid Covid,
and the closure of borders and schools
has only compounded the situation.
Unfortunately, Covid hit just about the
time peace talks were showing promise of a better South Sudan.
In the Eastern Equatoria state of
South Sudan sits the town of Kapoeta
and just beyond the banks of its Singaita River lies our Hope4Sudan compound. Since beginning in 2007, our
mission remains constant–to share
the love of God and point them to the
One from whom all hope derives.
With more than 60 major ethnic
groups, South Sudan is recognized as
one of the most ethnically and culturally diverse countries on the continent
of Africa. The Toposa tribesmen, to
whom H4S ministers, are traditionally
livestock herders. For them, wealth is
measured in terms of how many cattle

you own…and whether or not you
have a loaded gun. The Toposa people
are strong (in every sense of the
word), innovative, and usually have a
wonderful sense of humor.

Our Missionary Family

Our Missionaries

Gregory and Latoya McClerkin, our
IPHC missionaries in South Sudan,
are a tremendous asset to the IPHC
and to Hope4Sudan. They began their
furlough in late 2019 and started
itinerating in the Appalachian Conference. They were doing well until
Covid started shutting down churches.
God has helped them to regain the
ground they needed with support.
On August 3, Latoya McClerkin was
granted ministerial license with the
IPHC Appalachian Conference. We
congratulate her on this great achievement. Her heart for ministry is evident
in the projects and ministries she has
initiated in South Sudan and Kenya.
Greg reports that during itineration
they covered seven states, visited over
50 churches, and drove 32,000 miles.
They were on track for returning to
Africa by late September. Unfortunately, Greg recently learned that due
to Covid, there could be up to a sixmonth delay in processing his passport which needs additional pages.
We have made contact with our
Tennessee Congressman who has
agreed to request that Greg’s passport
be rushed through the process. Please
join us in prayer that this issue can
be resolved much quicker than their
latest projection. This kind of delay is
difficult both for the McClerkin family
and for those awaiting their return for
ministry help in East Africa.

Greg and Latoya McClerkin, our
Hope4Sudan missionaries, are a
blessing in South Sudan and Eldoret,
Kenya. Their son, Ethan, recently
celebrated his 8th birthday and his
little brother, Colton, will turn 3 in
November.

Bishop Preston Mathena presents
Latoya McClerkin her ministerial
license at a special luncheon in
August. Congratulations, Latoya.

The McClerkin family looks great in
their colorful African attire.

The village chiefs and leaders were invited to
the compound for one of the food distributions. The women can use these bags of
grain for a variety of local food dishes.

It was a joyous day at one of the villages
when bags of grain were delivered to them.
These little boys will not go to bed hungry!

Above: The women divide the grain among
the village families.
Below: The villagers anxiously await their
grain while it is unloaded for distribution.

The June 21 stats from John Hopkins University showed 34 Covid deaths in
South Sudan with 1,892 reported cases. According to rescue.org, South Sudan
has one of the weakest health care systems in the world with only 24 ICU beds,
four ventilators, one laboratory able to test for Covid-19, and an estimated 0.15
doctors per 10,000 people.
Sources at our H4S compound told us at that time that only a few cases had
been documented in Kapoeta. Starvation, they said, is a greater risk than
Covid-19. When schools had to close in March, it meant that the students at
Hope4SSudan Primary School had most likely lost their only hot meal of the
day. That in turn placed a heavier burden on their families in the nearby villages. The school still remains closed and starvation is a looming dark cloud.
It became quite obvious that we were
going to have to reimagine our feeding
program. Since the students couldn’t
come to the school, we would need to
get the food to them. Hope4Sudan has
responded with several food distributions over the past few months and will
continue to do so while the pandemic
continues. Our head teacher in South
Sudan, Olobong John Tiyaha, has done The large empty pots on the stove where
the meal is cooked for the school children
an incredible job of organizing these
tell the story. (Smaller batches are cooked
food distributions in South Sudan.
for the few who are on the compound.)
We began by helping some of the
families who attend the church on the compound. Then we brought in some
of the chiefs and leaders and gave food to them. We have taken grain to the
villages surrounding the compound and have done another distribution for
church members.
As you may recall, Compass Ministry is geared toward students from South
Sudan who are studying in Eldoret, Kenya. They too needed assistance and
so our Compass Ministry reached out in love there to help feed some families
and bless our Compass members with a few personal needs (photo below on
left). Thank you to Hope4Sudan and it’s supporters who made this possible.
One of the ladies testified that she had gone hungry for days. As you can tell
from the photo, she couldn’t hide her joy! We
are grateful to George Shiundu and the Compass team for orchestrating this outreach.

The Unveiling of Hope4Sudan’s New Website

The Faces of
South Sudan

We have witnessed a lot of changes in our world over the last few months.
These changes have been challenging to say the least. It has forced us to view
almost everything differently. However, there are seasons of change that can
be good. The Hope4Sudan website (www.hope4sudan.org) for instance has
needed a face lift, and we have been working toward that end. We think you’ll
like the changes and the powerful story it tells.
As with most things, the website is a work in progress. If you find anything
that leaves you with a question, please feel free to bring it to our attention. We
will most likely be fine tuning it for a while even after it goes live. Our projected live date is sometime the first week of October, but that depends on our
host website company’s schedule as well.
With Christmas just around the corner and the concern about shopping in
the stores, Hope4Sudan offers a great option in its Memorials and Tributes section of the new website. Click on Opportunities in the navigation bar and then
choose Memorial/Tributes at the bottom of that list. When a tribute gift is made
in honor of someone, a card is mailed to let that person (or a family member)
know about the gift. It’s a great way to give a gift to a great cause and honor
someone at the same time.

Things to Pray About...

• The Toposa people and our H4S staff as they continue to serve their community during these challenging times.
• Continue to pray for the various aspects of Hope4Sudan ministries such
as Compass, Compass Kidz, and Bloom (both in Kapoeta and Kenya).
• More supporters are needed for the school sponsorships for the 2021
school year. These scholarships are available on our new Hope4Sudan
website and you can choose between a scholarship for a primary student
(K-8) or for one of our secondary students. The secondary students often
include students enrolled in Bible College as well. Pray about helping.
• People to People supporters are needed for South Sudan. A monthly $25
location sponsorship goes to the project rather than naming a specific
child due to the transient nature of the people. These are available on the
IPHC People to People website.
• Ongoing support of H4S ministry during this global crisis. Giving had
dropped before the pandemic, so we need new donors. If you are interested in giving to one of our ongoing projects such as Compass, Compass
Kidz, Bloom, feeding programs, or the Girls’ Awareness Club, you can give
here: https://app.clovergive.com/app/Giving/clodo-hope4sudan.
• Please pray for God’s will in the timing of Greg & Latoya’s return to Africa.

