Praying in Light of the
Coronavirus (COVID-19)…
A call to prayer from Pastor Jimmy Long
I am not one given to panic, and now is not the time to go
down that path. In fact, God calls us to faith and not fear,
to trust and not panic. “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
It is in this faith and confidence that we come to God in prayer. We are called not to be anxious
about anything but to pray about everything (Philippians 4:6). So… I am asking you to pray. In
fact, I am calling you to prayer.
Below are two prayers – one longer and one shorter. How (or if) you choose to use them is entirely
up to you. I might suggest you use the longer prayer as part of your daily devotion time and the
shorter one at moments throughout the day. It may be that the shorter prayer is one that you can use
with your children or grandchildren. Remember, most of them aren’t totally clueless about the
coronavirus, and some may be fearful of it. To acknowledge the problem with them while
professing your confidence in God can be a comfort – and a teachable moment.
While I offer these prayers to you, there is not magical or mystical about them. Feel free to prayer
as you are led by the Holy Spirit. I only ask that you join me in the throne room of our King to lay
our petitions before Him.

A Daily Prayer —
Loving Father,
We come today acknowledging that you are God and we are not. Our understanding and power
and limited. You are all-knowing and have power without limits. We confess that too often we rely
only upon what we can do or what others can do for us. Too often we draw from a well that is too
shallow and insufficient for our needs, but you are an ever flowing spring, a river of living water, a
source inexhaustible and renewing.

Our nation and world are awash in confusion and riddled by fear. This coronavirus fills our news
casts and often fills our minds. While you give us the sense to plan for the worst, you never call us
to live in fear. You call us, instead, to walk by faith, to be strong and courageous, to trust in You
with all our hearts, and to be loving and compassionate to those who are hurting.
Today, we renounce our fear and choose to walk by faith. We join our hearts to pray for the stop of
the spread of this virus. We join our hearts to pray for wisdom for our local, national, and world
leaders who are making decisions that affect the lives of so many. We join our hearts to pray for the
recovery of those who are infected by this virus and for those who grieve the loss of those who have
died because of it. We pray for the church, the people of God, here in the United States and around
the world, that we will respond to this in a way that expresses our absolute faith in You, shows our
unswerving commitment to serve those in need, and displays our ultimate hope in the resurrection
through Jesus Christ.
Loving Father, You are our peace and our hope. You are the Rock upon which we stand, the
Fortress where we find protection, and our Refuge in times of trouble. We offer this prayer in faith
in the name of our Savior Jesus. Amen.

A Shorter Version that could be prayed throughout the day —
Loving Father,
We walk by faith and not by sight. We will fear no evil, for You are with us. We join with our
brothers and sisters in Christ to humbly ask that You –
– stop the spread of this Coronavirus
– heal those infected by this virus
– bring peace to those who have lost loved ones because of it
– give wisdom to our leaders to make good decisions in this time
– give boldness to Your people to show mercy and compassion in so great a time of need.
May our faith in You and our hope for our resurrection through faith in Jesus cause us to live in
such a way that people give glory to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen!
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