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BEGINNING WITH GRACE
3pm on Sunday 05/15

Register on our website.
https://gracefellowship.ws/whens-the-

next/beginning-with-grace

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
We invite you to join with us and
members of our community for a
National Day of Prayer event at

Grace Fellowship on Thursday, May
5 at noon. After the service, please

take time to stay for soup and
cornbread, and enjoy the fellowship. 
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When someone in church hears that the pastor is speaking on “stewardship,” they
assume that he is about to give an impassioned plea that everyone get serious

about tithing. Although tithing is part of stewardship, it is only a part of
stewardship. 

 
Biblical stewardship defines both our relationship with God and how we relate to
money and possessions. In a very real sense, stewardship is our caretaking of the
blessings God has placed into our lives, so it would also include how we lead and

care for our families. 
 

For three consecutive Sundays in May (5/15, 5/22, & 5/29), we will set aside time
in the worship service to consider how we make the most of the time God gives us,
how we can better prepare ourselves and our families for the inevitable, how we

can bless the generations that will come after us, and how we can have assurance
of eternal life. We will be challenged to face reality, and resources will be provided

to help us face the future - and we will do it together. 
 

We are thrilled to have John Bryan from the Georgia Baptist Foundation with us
on May 22 for a question and answer session following the worship service. He'll

be able to answer many of your questions about preparing for the future. 
 

Please mark your calendars and make every effort to be part of this special Life
Stewardship emphasis. It can be a true blessing to you, your family, and to the

Kingdom of God!
 

L i f e  S t e w a r d s h i pL i f e  S t e w a r d s h i p

May 15th, 22nd, 29thMay 15th, 22nd, 29th
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WORSHIPWORSHIP&
Small Groups

doing life

together

Deborah & Luke Miller - Facilitators

3 reasons to be connected in a3 reasons to be connected in a3 reasons to be connected in a
Small GroupSmall GroupSmall GroupIf someone were to ask you 

                                                                           what it means to be a Christian, how would you
respond? Having faith or belief in Jesus’s death and resurrection? A recognition of your sin and
need for a Savior? A personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Each of these statements are true and
essential. But they miss an important element, and this might be because of our cultural context.

America has a reputation for rugged individualism. American Christianity, especially
evangelicalism, has too often been guilty of cross-pollinating with this individualism in unhelpful
ways. Far too often we view our faith as individual and private. We believe things like, “All I need is
Jesus and my Bible.”
Our self-sufficient approach to life would’ve been quite foreign to the Bible’s original authors and
audience. Their identity as both the Old Testament and New Testament people of God involved
collective interdependence. From cover to cover, God’s constant refrain is, “I will be your God and
you will be my people.” God created his people not just for relationship with him, but relationship
with each other. A people meant to function as Christ’s own Body that needs each and every part.
It’s not good for us to be isolated from one another.

The Christian Life was Never Meant to be Lived in Isolation

Tish Harrison Warren echoes these ideas again in Liturgy of the Ordinary:
“But while an individual relationship with Jesus is an important part of the Christian life, it is not
the sum total of the Christian life. Our relationship with God is never less than an intimate
relationship with Christ, but it is always more than that…But if Christianity is not only about my
individual connection with God, but is instead about God calling, forming, saving, and redeeming a
people, then the church can never be relegated to elective status…We do not know this Messiah
solely through the red letters in the gospel texts. We know him in his fullness because we are joined
to him in his Body, the church.”

Following King Jesus is a group project. It’s not something we can do on our own. One of the best
ways for Christians, especially those who are part of a big church like The Crossing, to do so is by
joining a small group.

(continued on next page)

If someone were to ask you 
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Deborah & Luke Miller - Facilitators

WORSHIPWORSHIP&
Small Groups

doing life

together

God never promises his followers a life of ease. In fact, Jesus himself guarantees the exact opposite
when he says, “In this world you will have trouble.” Small groups are safe places for us to process the

challenges of this life. They are places where we can honestly share our insecurity, fear, and suffering.
When I struggled with undesired singleness, I felt safe to share my loneliness with the women in my
small group. When my husband and I struggled with infertility, we were able to share our heartache

candidly with our small group. Our small group was there through miscarriage, a high-risk pregnancy,
surgeries, extended hospital stays, and hard medical diagnoses praying, bringing meals, texting

encouragement, and offering tangible support. They were the primary way that God cared tangibly
for our family through a variety of difficult times and we tried our best to do the same for them.

 

 
 

Loneliness was the very first thing that God called “not good.” Before a serpent spoke, before our
first parents rebelled, before sin even entered the world, we learn that God’s good gift of life together
with others is part of God’s good design for those made in the image of a relational God. Adam lived
and walked with God in the Garden. He knew a level of intimacy with his creator that none of us will

experience until Jesus returns. And yet, God says it was not good for him to be alone.
We see this idea alive and well in the life of Jesus throughout the Gospels. God the Son was in perfect
relationship with the Father and the Spirit, but he also lived a life filled with human friendship. Small
groups are a practical way to combat the loneliness epidemic present in our world today. They are a

practical way to make friends and enjoy life together with others the way that God intended.
 

 
... but our faith was never meant to be confined to a worship service. In Colossians 3:17 we

read, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.” Every part of our lives is meant to be an act of worship.
Small groups help us to apply what we learn on a Sunday morning to our relationships with our
roommates or our kids. They help us to see the work God has given us to do in our office, in our

homes, or in our classrooms as important to him. Small groups create an active learning environment
where we can bring our questions, thoughts, and learn from and with others. They are places that we

join together and serve in ways that are far more powerful than what we can do on our own.
 

 For more information, contact Michael Wells - michael@gracefellowship.ws or 706-817-1950
Thank you to Emily Pilkington from The Crossing Church for this article.

 

1. Life is hard.1. Life is hard.1. Life is hard.

2. Meaningful relationships with others make life worth living.2. Meaningful relationships with others make life worth living.2. Meaningful relationships with others make life worth living.

3. Sunday mornings are important3. Sunday mornings are important3. Sunday mornings are important

pg5

Here are three reasons joining a small group can make a big impact:



Wednesday Night Youth Service: 
Every Wednesday night
Dinner & Fellowship at 6pm
Service from 6:35 to 8:00pm.

Student Life Camp
May 30 - June 3
12yrs and up

Monumental VBS!
3yrs to 5th grade
June 20-24
Sign up at
gracefellowship.ws, the
Church Center App, or
through the QR code below.

Senior Recognition
Sunday, May 15.

To see more detail and register for
events scan the QR code below:

Dates to Remember:

We're excited about our summer calendar and
want every student involved! May 30-June 3
we are going to Student Life Camp (12yrs and
up). The cost is $200 (a deposit of $100 is
required up front). For a week students will
enjoy engaging times of worship and
 preaching of the Word along with an
opportunity each day to serve in the
surrounding community.

For 3yrs to 5th grade we are having
VBS June 20-24! This year's theme is
Monumental! Help us get the word 
out and, if you'd like to plug in 
as a volunteer, let Kaycee Manley 
know by emailing her at
kayceemanley@gmail.com. 

On Wednesday nights 5th-12th grade students
meet from 6:00 to 8:00 at Grace Fellowship.
We start off with food and games at 6:00 and
begin our service at 6:35. We are currently in
the middle of a study through the book of 1
John.

Click Here
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SIGN UP TODAYSIGN UP TODAYSIGN UP TODAY
C o m e  l e a r n  a b o u t  G o d ' s  G r e a t n e s sC o m e  l e a r n  a b o u t  G o d ' s  G r e a t n e s s   

i n  t h i s  S o u t h w e s t  A d v e n t u r ei n  t h i s  S o u t h w e s t  A d v e n t u r e

HEY! LOOK OUT,HEY! LOOK OUT,HEY! LOOK OUT,
VBSVBS isisis   coming!coming!coming!JUNE 20-24JUNE 20-24
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Have a plan. There are many Bible reading plans online, on the Bible app,

and even printed Bibles divided into daily readings. Search online for “Bible

reading plans” and you will find many plans that will help you read through

the various sections of the Bible in a year or whatever plan works for you.

You can spend a few days or weeks studying the life of a Bible character,

read the 100 most important Bible stories, and more. The Bible app

bible.com/app (YouVersion) is available for most phones and tablets. It is a

free application that has the Bible in many languages and translations. You

can choose from hundreds of plans and even invite people to read a plan

with you. Turn on the notifications to get a daily reminder to read your

Bible. Many printed Bibles, especially study Bibles, have a Bible reading

plan printed in it. The plan may have dates or might just have a box beside

each chapter for you to check. Some Bibles are published specifically to

help people establish and keep good Bible reading habits. Many people

enjoy using the One Year Bible: OneYearBibleOnline.com. 

Make an appointment. Every new habit takes discipline. One tip that might

help you is to decide when you want to read your Bible each day and make

an appointment with God. If you use a physical calendar, write it down. If

you use an electronic calendar, type it in and set an alarm. Determine a

time that works well for you. Some popular choices include first thing in

the morning, during your lunch break, in the evenings with your spouse or

family, or right before bed. You may find that you enjoy using an audio

Bible. The Bible app has this available for free. You can also find audio

Bibles online, in Podcast form, on YouTube, CD, and tape. Many people

listen to the Bible while getting ready in the morning or during the

commute to school or work.          (continued on the next page)

"The Bible is the most important and most published book in history. The

world’s top-selling book has the ability to change your life when you read it,

study it, and apply it. You are reading this article because you want to learn

some good Bible reading habits. Here are a few things you may find helpful.

 

Deve lop ing  Good  B ib le  Read ing  Hab i tsDeve lop ing  Good  B ib le  Read ing  Hab i ts
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Get some tools. If you are establishing a Bible reading habit, you will

probably need a few things in addition to the Bible. A notepad and pen,

Bible highlighters and pens that won’t bleed through thin Bible paper,

access to a Bible dictionary and Bible handbook. If you are using a study

Bible, you may not need the dictionary and handbook because many

questions will be answered in the notes. There are special highlighters and

pens that some people find helpful when making notes in their Bibles. You

can find these at bookstores and online. Having a notepad and pen nearby

is a good tip for any reading, especially the Bible. You can write down

things you have learned. Questions to explore later, words to look up, a

verse to memorize, and more. 

New habits require time. All new habits take time to develop. It is

important to keep your habit each day. This helps make it a part of your

daily routine. It is also a good idea to tweak your new habit so that it works

for you. If you planned to read the Bible each night, but cannot stay awake,

try a different time. You want this time with God’s Word to be special,

memorable, and efficient." 

*A resource from D6+ Family Ministry.

Deve lop ing  Good  B ib le  Read ing  Hab i tsDeve lop ing  Good  B ib le  Read ing  Hab i ts
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ELDER UPDATEELDER UPDATE  
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The Elder Council met on April 12. The Elders present were Jimmy Long, Rick Cook, Nolan Callaway, Luke
Miller, Brett Hansen, Bobby Thomas, and Randy Scott. Kevin Smith, Michael Wells, and Caleb Bell were also
present from the staff. March meeting notes were approved as submitted.

Financial Summary
The Finance Team submitted a written report dated April 4 which was reviewed and unanimously approved.
The Adjusted Reserve Funding was $447,446, or 5.5 months of budgeted 2022 spending, well above the
minimum of 2 months reserves. Tithes and offerings for February were $70,181 or $4,880 under budget.
Expenses for February were $75,006 ($14,754 under budget).

Prayer
After a devotion by Kevin Smith, the Elders set aside time to discuss the prayer needs in the church and to
pray for the membership. 

Jimmy Long - Senior Pastor
We had a wonderful Easter Sunrise Service with other community churches in celebrating the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ at Greene County High School! Thanks to all who attended and helped make it
successful! 

We were pleased to have Bennett Ekandem here on March 13, to discuss the work being done with
refugees in Clarkston as part of the Missions Team effort to keep the church informed on one of the many
ministries and missions we support at Grace. The Missions Team is also actively seeking an opportunity to
partner with a church plant or replant.

We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper on May 1st and will be utilizing the self-contained cups again rather
than passing trays, The National Day of Prayer event is coming up on May 5th, and there will be Life
Stewardship Emphasis on May 15, 22, and 29th. 

Please keep in prayer for the search teams - the Worship Pastor and Church Administrator positions are in
active search and those teams greatly appreciate your prayers for God’s guidance. 

Caleb Bell reported that the Wednesday night Youth Ministry (5th-12th) has continued to grow with many
visitors. We are currently studying the book of 1 John. On March 30th we held a “Game Night” where we
had an opportunity to fellowship together. This also provided a great opportunity to invite friends. Student
Life Camp is the next major event which takes place over May 30 - June 3. 

Kathy Thomas was the lucky winner of the first Grace@Home Giveaway- the drawing was for Screen Kids.
The next Family Discipleship Seminar will take place in late May. It will serve as part of the Life Stewardship
series taking place during that time.

Michael Wells reported on the new Worship Center stage set and that the choir would continue to be active
past Easter Sunday. With Michael's upcoming retirement, he is currently working on transition notebooks for
both the Worship and Small Groups responsibilities of his position. We have also switched to Oconee
Roasters, a local coffee roaster, for our Sunday morning coffee. This not only gives us a great cup on coffee
on Sundays, it both supports a local business and helps support ministry.



Go to smile.amazon.com and log-in using your Amazon credentials.
Enter Grace Fellowship Greensboro GA in the box.
Select Grace Fellowship Greensboro GA.
Confirm your selection
Always login to SMILE when you go to Amazon.com

When you shop on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of your eligible
Amazon purchase to Grace Fellowship of Greensboro. 
There is no extra cost to you and it’s the same shopping experience as you have on Amazon.com. AmazonSmile
is also now available in the Amazon Shopping app on iPhone and Android phones and tablets.
How to shop at Amazon Smile -

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.
Tell your friends and family, because every little bit adds up!

Dear Grace Family,
The 2022 Annual Meeting of the Southern
 Baptist Convention takes place in 
Anaheim, California on June 14-15. 
Our church is eligible for up to 12 messengers 
to this meeting. To become a messenger, 
please contact the church office if you wish 
to have your name considered. Messengers need prior approval, and the church must register
them. Currently, none of our pastors are not planning to attend, but that does not prevent
members from attending. Please keep in mind that members choosing to go will need to
provide their own expenses for airfare, hotel, food, etc. 

More information can be found at https://sbcannualmeeting.net/.

But prove yourselves doers of
the word, and not merely

hearers who delude
themselves.
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https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://sbcannualmeeting.net/


But prove yourselves doers of
the word, and not merely

hearers who delude
themselves.

James 1:22 (NASB)
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H O W  T O  U S E  Q R  C O D E SH O W  T O  U S E  Q R  C O D E S
The easy way to register @ Grace!

Have you noticed that we are using
QR Codes lately?

WEll... Here is how you use them when you see them!

TAKE OUT YOUR PHONE1.

2. OPEN your camera app

3. focus camera on 
QR CODE

4. tap link that pops up!

When you tap the link that pops up in your
camera lens, it will take you straight to the

website to register!


