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Michael Wells has faithfully served at Grace Fellowship for over 6
years, and he and Pam are finally 

taking the step into retirement. We rejoice that God has brought
them to this place in life and pray that these will be wonderful

years for them.
Michael’s last Sunday will be July 31, but he will be in our worship
service on August 7 so that we can honor his service and celebrate

his retirement!
 

1st Day of School

AUGUST 1stAUGUST 1st
Have a blessed year!Have a blessed year!
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08/1408/14
The Quarterly Business Meeting

will take place immediately
following the worship service on

Sunday, August 14.

Sessions will be held on Sunday, August 14 and
Monday, August 14. If you have not signed up for one

of these sessions, please log on to
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/Georgia
BaptistFoundation@gbfoundation.org/bookings/s/h3n

f9FpGgUqEk72PnDY3vg2 or contact Lisa Dalton
(706-318-2762) if you have questions or need

assistance.

Will & Estate PlanningWill & Estate Planning

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/GeorgiaBaptistFoundation@gbfoundation.org/bookings/s/h3nf9FpGgUqEk72PnDY3vg2
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Here's what's happening at Grace!
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The Bible comes to life as you walk the streets
of Jerusalem, view the hills of Bethlehem, sail

on the Sea of Galilee, or take communion at the
Garden Tomb. Experience this and much more
in May of 2023. Pastor Jimmy is hosting a trip
from May 1-10. An itinerary and more details

can be found at
https://www.maranathatours.com/tours/holy-
land-tour-dr-jimmy-long/10-Day-Israel-Tour-

with-Dr-Jimmy-Long-May-2023
 

08/0708/07

HOLY LAND TOUR 2023HOLY LAND TOUR 2023

Each quarter we collect a benevolence offering to be used to meet needs within the church and community.
This fund is overseen by the Benevolence Team who work with our Deacon Dave Chrstenson. We appreciate

your faithfulness in helping us assist those who find themselves in unexpected financial need.
If you would like to be part of the Benevolence Team, please contact Dave Christenson (706-347-4262) or

Carol Kuhn (443-867-2012) to get more information. 
 

BAPTISMBAPTISM
We will celebrate baptism on Sunday, August 7 in the worship service. If you are interested in

speaking with someone about being baptized, please contact Caleb Bell at caleb@gracefellowship.ws or

470-422-0927.

LORDS SupperLORDS Supper
We will come together for communion on Sunday, August 7. Please note that we will be passing the

bread and cups using the trays. The prepackaged cups containing both bread and juice will be placed

in the Minimum Contact Section, and they will also be made available for pick-up at the entry doors

for those who would prefer not to take from the trays.

Benevolence OfferingBenevolence Offering

https://www.maranathatours.com/tours/holy-land-tour-dr-jimmy-long/10-Day-Israel-Tour-with-Dr-Jimmy-Long-May-2023
mailto:caleb@gracefellowship.ws


WORSHIPWORSHIP&Small Groups
doing lifedoing life
togethertogether

This article comes from RickThomas.net

God wired us to worship, so any thoughts about worshiping begins in the macro—all of life, rather
than the micro—part of your life. If you don’t start with worship as a total life experience, you may
aim for daily family devotions or specific prayer times, which your pace of life will reduce or push
from your schedule eventually.
If you want your family worship experience to transform your household while lasting a lifetime,
these five elements are worth your practical consideration.

Modeling – There are few things any person in your family could do to express their worship of God
better than imitating Him. What more excellent something can a son or daughter say than, “Dad, I
want to be just like you because you are like Jesus.”
Key Idea: The first element to family worship must be your authentic, practical, and passionate walk
with God, before your family.

Confession – Part of what it means to model the Christ-life before your family is the familial
confession of your sins before your family. As you know, you are not Christ. You sin. And I do too.
What you must do to imitate (model) Christ effectively is to daily remove the sin that hinders you
from that authentic imitation. Key Idea: If you are not confessing your sins to your family, they will
discern that the message of Christ is optional. And they may choose to reject it, rather than receive it.

Forgiveness – Tied to the humble confession of sin is consistently going to your family members and
seeking their forgiveness. It is not possible to live with anyone and not sin against them. And when
you do sin, there must be a resolution. If you do not do this, there will be a spiritual backlash from
your family. Key Idea: It is a beautiful thing when you humbly model the power of the gospel before
your family. It spreads the fame of God when you take the cross seriously by accessing its strength
and applying it to your sins.

Repentance – Confession is excellent. Forgiveness is fantastic. But repentance is where you
authentically change. Only when you confess your sin, seek forgiveness, and repent that you can
accurately model the life of Christ before your family. If you do not practice these elements, the
previous three concepts you do will barely matter. Key Idea: Repentance is turning away from your
sin. If you don’t turn away, you will not change, and family worship will die a slow death.

Teaching – This point is typically where most Christians begin when they think about family worship;
they want to teach the Bible. Key Idea: Modeling the gospel must precede the teaching of the gospel,
or your teaching will sound hollow. Parental hypocrisy dismantles Christianity in the lives of their
children.  -  By His Grace, Pastor Michael

The Worshiping Family
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http://rickthomas.net/
https://rickthomas.net/do-you-worship-like-a-child-the-hugeness-of-god/
https://rickthomas.net/the-ironic-and-liberating-truth-about-feeling-conviction/
https://rickthomas.net/category/repentance-2/forgiveness/
https://rickthomas.net/double-confession-how-to-respond-when-sinned-against/
https://rickthomas.net/most-important-things-youll-ever-learn-to-help-you-change/
https://rickthomas.net/wait-change-mere-confession/
https://rickthomas.net/podcast/ep-203-your-example-has-more-impact-than-your-teaching/


Dates to Remember:

Wednesday Night Youth
Service: 

Every Wednesday night
Dinner & Fellowship at
6pm
Service from 6:35pm to
8:00pm.

Game Night!
September 14
Dinner at 6:00. The
games begin at 6:35
wrap up at 8:00. 

To see more detail and register for
events scan the QR code below:

Gather
In Sunday morning small group and in our
Wednesday night youth service community
happens. It is critical that God's people bear
the fruit of love for one another. In youth
programs, we are intentional to provide the
time and place for Christian community to
develop. 

Grow
Each time we bring students together, our
aim is to teach them the truth of God's Word
in love and lead them to develop personal
relationship with Jesus. 

Go
Jesus calls every follower to actively share the
gospel in word and deed in the place God has
planted them. We take seriously this
commission and call the youth connect others
in their circles of influence with Jesus. We're
challenging youth to be ambassadors for
Christ wherever they go.

With school starting on August 1, we are also rolling
out our new branding for our ministry to middle and
high school students. G3 represents three pillars of
ministry to youth: 1) Gather,  2) Grow,  3) Go.

1.

2.

3.
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GATHER
GROW

GO

https://gf.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/category/44853


ELDER UPDATEELDER UPDATE  
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Elder Communication for the August 2022 Newsletter

The Elder Council met on July 12. The Elders present were Jimmy Long, Rick Cook, Nolan
Callaway, Luke Miller, Brett Hansen, and Bobby Thomas. Kevin Smith was also present from the
staff via TEAMS. July meeting notes were approved as submitted.

Financial Summary
The Finance Team submitted a written report dated July 4 which was reviewed and unanimously
approved. The Adjusted Reserve Funding was $467,847, or 5.7 months of budgeted 2022 spending,
well above the minimum of 2 months reserves. Tithes and offerings for May were $85,715 or $8,111
under budget. Expenses for May were $91,417 ($2,536 under budget).

Prayer
After a devotion by Luke Miller, the Elders set aside time to discuss the prayer needs in the church
and to pray for the membership. 

Jimmy Long - Senior Pastor
June was a busy month, with meetings of the Worship Pastor Search Team, Strategic Planning
Team, and continued work on the Life Stewardship Emphasis along with introduction of the
columbarium to the church to gauge interest.

Will preparation as part of the effort with John Bryan of the Georgia Baptist Foundation will be held
on August 14,15, and 16 (based upon response). Lisa Dalton is coordinating and organizing the
effort.

In August when we celebrate communion we will return to our previous customary method of
passing the bread and juice down the aisles utilizing trays. For planning purposes, if you wish to
participate using the Covid protocols, this will only be available in the Minimum Contact seating and
you will need to sit in that section on August 7.

We also celebrated the baptisms of Katherine Warwick and Mollie Lagrange!

Worship Pastor - Michael Wells
My transition to retirement continues as I add the final touches to the Worship Pastor transition
notebook. 
This month a 6 part training video was introduced to all the small Group Leaders. Over the next 6
weeks the streaming portions of the videos will be released to the leaders.



ELDER UPDATEELDER UPDATE  
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Caleb Bell - Student Pastor
On June 20-24 Monumental VBS was a great success. Kaycee Manley, as the VBS Director, and Penny
Calloway, as the preschool leader, did tremendous jobs preparing for and leading the program. We want
to thank them and all the volunteers who worked tirelessly to make the children welcome and present the
gospel of Jesus throughout the week.

Training for Kid’s Cove room leaders began in June with over half attending the training and receiving the
link for the online training for sexual abuse awareness training. Another training session will take place at
the beginning of August. Our ultimate goal is to have all Children’s Ministry volunteers complete this vital
training. 

We have noticed an uptick in middle/high school small group attendance and are looking forward to a
restart of youth services on July 13.

Administrative Coordinator - Kevin Smith
I have continued work on the Children’s Ministry policy and procedures, which are in final draft, as well as
the final draft for the Finance Team’s policies and procedures. Both will be discussed in the August elder
meeting. Additionally, file retention policy is being prepared for discussion and adoption at the September
meeting.

Review of Financial Examination Team
As part of Kevin’s ongoing work, he along with several elders are continuing to work on the
recommendations of the annual financial review. This will be ongoing and has proven to be a valuable
tool for the elders. Key areas of review this month focused on the church’s insurance policy especially in
regards to liability areas and building/contents coverage in light of recent real estate price increases. 

Worship Pastor Search Team Update
After Caleb’s unexpected withdrawal, the Search Team has placed search activities on hold for now,
pending the August Elder Council meeting. For further information on this, Pastor Jimmy sent out an
email containing a message from Caleb regarding his decision on July 20th. We will continue to pray for
Caleb and Sarah as they continue to serve at Grace, and we know God will provide for this church family
in the days and years to come.

The meeting adjourned after prayer.


