
Grace Bible Church Music Guidelines for Corporate Worship 
 

I. Our music should distinctly honor the LORD. It is to be sacred, set-
apart, for the glory of our Almighty, Holy, Perfect God, and Him alone.      

1 Cor 10:31 Whether therefore, ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever you do, do all to the glory 
of God. (See also Deut 10:21; II Sam 22:50; II Chron 20:21; Ps 7:17, 9:2, 66:2, 51:14) 

This means to us that we present music that distinctly brings honor to the Lord. It 
may be through songs of prayer, praise, honor or worship, testimony, thanksgiving, 
celebration of what He has done, calling to Christian action. They need not be only 
old songs, hymns, and spiritual songs, but in all cases should be sacred- that is, set 
apart, different from other music in that it is designed to honor the Lord God. 

 

II. Our objective is praising the LORD skillfully and excellently, because He 
deserves nothing less!  

Psalm 33:2-4 Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an 
instrument of ten strings.  Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.  For 
the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth. (See also I Chron 6; 13:8, 
15:21-22; 15:27, 16:24-31, 25:7; II Chron 34:12; Psa 59:16; Psa 66:2; Is 12:5, 44:23; Col 3:22-23) 

We welcome and encourage striving for musical excellence! One need not be a 
professional to present their offering of praise, in fact, we encourage musicians of 
all-skill levels to bring their very best! This means that at the very least, we should 
practice, be in tune, and know the lyrics! 

 

III. Our music should practice deference. Grace Bible Church consists of 
members and attendees from all different walks and backgrounds and one of 
the draws to this congregation is that it is a place one can worship with 
traditional hymns in a conservative style. We strive to abide by the principles 
of unity in God’s word.                

Eph 4:1-24 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith yea are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. (See also Romans 14:19; Prov 25:20; 1 Cor 14) 

 
This means that certain forms of music, are not edifying for this particular 
congregation, so we will not be using them here.  

 

IV. Music at GBC should present a clear message with both the lyrics and the 
music. The lyrics must be in agreement with Scripture, and the music 
(melody, harmony and rhythm) should match the lyrics.  

1 Cor 14:8   For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the 
battle? 1 Cor 14:19,26 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an 
unknown tongue…26 How is it then, bretheren? When ye come together, everyone of you 
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hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all 
things be done unto edifying. (See also Num 10:19; Psa 89:15, 95:1-2, 92:1, 98:4, 137; Prov 
25:20, Is 51:3,11; I Chron 15:16, Lk 7:32; 1 Cor 14:1-8; Ja 5:13) 

In other words, the hymn, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty should have the joy, 
and reverence, and triumph the lyrics evoke, both in style and presentation. 
Conversely, a gospel song such as, I’ll Fly Away would be appropriately presented in 
a lively manner as it is a song of celebration!  

 
 

V. Music at GBC should encourage the congregation to worship the LORD.  If 
the congregation is blessed or encouraged by our music, praise the LORD! 
But if they are distracted by our performance, then we have failed in our 
mission.     

I Chron 16:23-29 Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth from day to day His 
salvation. Declare His glory among the heathen; His marvelous works among all nations. For 
great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: He also is to be feared above all gods. For all the 
gods of the people are idols: but the Lord made the heavens. Glory and honour are in His 
presence; strength and gladness are in His place. Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the 
people, give unto the LORD the glory due unto His name: bring an offering, and come before 
Him: worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. (See also Psa 69:30; Is 52:9, 65:14; I Chron 
16:8-10, 29; II Chron 20:21; Eph 5:18-20) 

 

Our objective is to worship God alone. The musician should strive to bring the 
congregation into worship of God, rather than drawing attention to the musician or 
musicianship.  
 

VI. When at a loss for a clear answer in a particular situation, please don’t 
hesitate to ask the Music Director, or Pastors charged with the 
responsibility of music direction for this congregation. We are here to serve 
the Lord, and by extension, you. We would be glad to review your situation 
and provide guidance! 

Our objective is to worship the LORD our GOD without distraction, and to provoke 
one another to love and good works, while doing our best to remove stumbling 
blocks. 

 


