
The	Gospel’s	Goal	
Spiritual	transformation	is	the	goal	of	the	gospel.	
Colossians	1:24-2:3	
	
FIRST	THOUGHTS	
	
October	marks	the	end	of	major	league	baseball	season	with	the	World	Series	in	view.	Every	team	
began	with	 the	hope	of	playing	 in	 that	 final	 series.	Players	had	goals	 for	 themselves	 that	would	
contribute	 to	 the	 overall	 goal	 of	making	 it	 to	 the	World	 Series.	 The	 common	 goal	 of	winning	 a	
championship	 brings	 together	 a	 group	 of	 people	 and	 makes	 them	 a	 team.	 Spiritually,	 every	
believer	should	strive	for	a	common	goal:	maturity.	God	wants	us	to	become	more	like	Him;	it’s	a	
goal	He	can	help	us	reach.		
	
UNDERSTANDING	THE	CONTEXT	

In	the	opening	paragraphs	of	the	Letter	to	the	Colossians,	Paul	sought	to	build	rapport	with	a	local	
church	he	had	not	personally	helped	establish.	He	did	so	by	assuring	the	members	of	his	regular	
remembrance	of	them	in	his	prayers,	as	well	as	assuring	them	that	Epaphras,	one	of	their	number,	
was	a	valued	co-laborer	in	the	gospel.	He	reminded	them	that	the	power	of	the	gospel	frees	people	
from	 sin	 and	 opens	 the	way	 for	 them	 to	 be	 reconciled	 to	 God.	He	 challenged	 the	 Colossians	 to	
remain	faithful	to	the	hope	of	the	gospel	by	reminding	them	of	the	centrality	of	Christ,	 in	whom	
they	shared	together	in	redemption	and	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	

The	concluding	verses	of	Colossians	1	and	opening	of	chapter	2	set	forth	spiritual	transformation	
as	 the	 goal	 of	 the	 gospel.	 Paul	 declared	his	 own	 calling	 and	 commitment	 to	 the	ministry	 of	 the	
gospel—even	 to	 the	 point	 of	 suffering	 for	 its	 advancement—something	 he	 rejoiced	 to	 do	 as	 a	
servant	of	Christ.	He	specified	his	calling	to	be	that	of	offering	this	gospel	to	all	people,	including	
Gentiles.	At	the	heart	of	the	gospel	is	the	good	news	of	Christ’s	indwelling	believers	as	their	hope	
of	glory	(1:24-27).	

	
COMMITTED	AS	A	MESSENGER	(COL.	1:24-27)	

	
Paul	 found	 cause	 for	 rejoicing	 amid	 the	 sufferings	 he	
experienced.	He	specifically	referenced	my	sufferings	for	you.	
Since	 Paul	 had	 not	 been	 personally	 involved	 in	 establishing	
the	 Colossian	 church	 (see	 2:1),	 the	 you	 likely	 was	 not	 a	
specific	 reference	 to	 that	 congregation	 as	 such,	 but	 to	 the	
Colossian	believers	as	part	of	the	larger	Gentile	focus	of	Paul’s	
ministry.	 We	 might	 understand	 these	 words	 to	 mean	
“sufferings	for	you	Gentiles.”			

	
The	matter	that	 invites	serious	attention	 is	Paul’s	assertion	that	his	suffering	 for	the	sake	of	 the	
gospel	amounted	to	a	completing	in	my	flesh	what	is	lacking	in	Christ’s	afflictions	for	his	body,	that	
is,	the	church.	At	the	outset,	we	might	observe	that	Paul’s	sufferings	were	for	the	sake	of	others,	
not	afflictions	brought	on	by	some	quirky	behavior	on	his	part.	The	key	consideration,	however,	is	
the	determination	about	what	is	meant	by	completing	what	was	lacking	in	Christ’s	afflictions	for	
his	body.	 	 	What	then	did	Paul	mean?	 	Paul	got	a	relatively	late	start	in	spreading	the	gospel.	He	
had	amassed	quite	a	debt	 in	 the	sufferings	he	had	 inflicted	on	earlier	believers,	hounding	 them,	
imprisoning	 them,	and	even	consenting	 to	 their	 stoning.	Having	started	out	 in	debt	 for	what	he	
had	done	against	members	of	 the	body	of	Christ,	he	 felt	he	started	 late	and	thereby	was	 lagging	
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It	is	the	duty	and	privilege	of	
every	follower	of	Christ	and	of	
every	church	of	the	Lord	Jesus	
Christ	to	endeavor	to	make	
disciples	of	all	nations.	(See	

Matt.	28:18-20.)		
 

	



behind	in	his	own	sufferings	in	advancing	the	gospel.	Consequently,	he	rejoiced	in	opportunities	to	
reduce	that	deficit	by	his	own	suffering	on	behalf	of	the	body	of	Christ.	
	
Apparently,	the	Lord	saw	in	Saul	of	Tarsus	a	man	who	would	do	more	than	the	ordinary,	hence,	
when	He	instructed	Ananias	to	go	to	Saul	at	the	time	of	his	Damascus	Road	experience,	He	said	to	
Ananias,	“I	will	show	him	how	much	he	must	suffer	for	my	name”	(Acts	9:16).		
	
What	Paul	had	just	referred	to	as	the	word	of	God,	he	now	referred	to	as	the	mystery	hidden	for	
ages	 and	 generations.	 The	 term	 mystery	 in	 the	 New	 Testament	 does	 not	 carry	 the	 common	
understanding	 of	 something	 shrouded	 in	 secrecy	 and	 difficult	 or	 impossible	 to	 understand	 or	
explain.	 In	 its	 biblical	meaning,	 a	mystery	 refers	 to	 something	God	has	made	 known	but	which	
people	otherwise	could	not	discover.		
	
FOCUSED	ON	MATURITY	(COL.	1:28-29)	
	
Paul’s	declaration	that	we	proclaim	him	was	a	condensed	way	of	summarizing	the	essence	of	his	
message.	He	made	Christ	the	focal	point	of	his	preaching,	whether	evangelizing	the	lost	or	seeking	
to	mature	the	saved.	Apart	from	the	person	and	work	of	Christ,	Paul	had	neither	a	saving	message	
nor	a	maturing	message	to	share.	His	example	is	worthy	for	every	spokesperson	for	the	gospel	to	
adopt.		
	
The	 audience	 to	 whom	 Paul	 preached	 was	 everyone.	 Whether	 Jews	 or	 Gentiles	 comprised	 his	
listeners,	 Paul	 stayed	 on	 topic.	 He	 centered	 his	 proclamation	 on	 Christ.	 The	 content	 of	 that	
preaching	was	all	wisdom.			The	goal	for	his	preaching	was	to	present	everyone	mature	in	Christ.	
Paul	was	not	only	an	effective	evangelist	to	unsaved	sinners	but	was	also	a	careful	teacher	of	those	
who	 confessed	 their	 faith	 in	 Jesus.	 He	 put	 it	 even	 more	 strongly	 by	 adding	 striving	 with	 his	
strength	that	works	powerfully	in	me.	Paul	ministered	in	the	keen	awareness	that	it	was	not	his	
power	or	personality	that	made	him	effective.	It	was	God’s	working	powerfully	through	him	that	
affected	the	conversion	of	unbelievers	and	enabled	those	converts	to	mature	in	Christ.			
	
CONCERNED	FOR	THE	FAITHFUL	(COL.	2:1-3)		
	
Paul	assured	the	Colossians	of	his	concern	for	all	believers,	even	those	whom	he	had	never	seen	
and	who	themselves	had	never	seen	his	face.	In	addition	to	the	Colossians,	who	were	in	this	circle	
of	his	concern,	he	also	mentioned	those	in	Laodicea.		Paul	expressed	the	sincerity	and	depth	of	his	
concern	 by	 describing	 it	 as	 how	 greatly	 I	 am	 struggling	 for	 you.	 That	 struggle	 was	 one	 of	
intercessory	prayer	in	light	of	some	heretical	inroads	threatening	the	Colossian	church.	He	found	
intercessory	prayer	to	be	a	mighty	means	of	combating	false	teaching.		
	
Paul	wanted	those	in	the	Colossian	and	Laodicean	churches	who	had	never	seen	him	in	person	to	
be	encouraged	and	 joined	 together	 in	 love.	This	 love	 is	God’s	 love	 that	would	be	present	 in	 the	
church	through	the	ministry	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		
	
Christians	 do	 not	 have	 to	 know	 everything	 in	 order	 to	 live	 and	 minister	 with	 confidence.	 We	
simply	must	 know	 the	most	 important	 truth	 of	 all:	 God’s	mystery—Christ.	 The	 explanation	 for	
wanting	others	to	be	assured	in	their	understanding	of	the	truth	as	it	is	revealed	in	Christ	is	that	in	
him	are	hidden	all	the	treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.		
	
Next	Lesson	–	The	Gospel’s	Forgiveness,	Colossians	2:4-15	


