
REJECTED	
Jesus’	offer	of	salvation	will	be	rejected	by	some,	leading	to	judgment.	
Luke	4:16-30	
	
	
FIRST	THOUGHTS	
	
Life	 is	 a	 series	of	 related	decisions.	Think	about	 the	decisions	we	already	have	made	 today	and	
how	they	impacted	where	we	are	right	now	or	what	we	are	wearing.		In	the	same	way,	what	we	do	
with	 Jesus	 impacts	other	areas	of	our	 lives.	Believing	 in	Him	or	 rejecting	Him	will	dictate	other	
decisions.	 The	people	 of	Nazareth	 faced	 the	 same	decision	 and	would	 face	 the	 consequences	 of	
what	they	decided.	
	
UNDERSTANDING	THE	CONTEXT	

At	His	baptism,	Jesus	was	affirmed	by	John	the	Baptist	and	by	His	Father’s	voice	from	heaven.	As	
He	departed	 from	 the	 Jordan	after	being	baptized	by	 John,	He	was	 full	of	 the	Holy	Spirit.	 	 Jesus	
went	alone	into	the	wilderness	and	fasted	without	food	or	water	for	forty	days	and	nights.			
	
Having	passed	these	tests,	Jesus	was	ready	for	an	even	bigger	challenge—encountering	people	in	
His	hometown	of	Nazareth.	These	people	had	known	Him	since	he	was	a	small	boy.	Often,	when	
we	go	back	home,	we	meet	people	who	still	see	us	as	the	child	or	teenager	they	knew	before.	Jesus’	
synagogue	was	full	of	familiar	faces.	

EXPLORE	THE	TEXT	
	

TRUE	IDENTITY	(LUKE	4:16-21)	
	

Jesus’	pilgrimage	to	the	Jordan	River	for	John’s	baptism	
and	the	subsequent	testing	in	the	wilderness	were	over.	
He	 came	 to	Nazareth,	where	 he	 had	 been	 brought	 up.	
When	 the	 Sabbath	 arrived,	He	 entered	 the	 synagogue,	
joining	 many	 people	 He	 knew	 as	 He	 grew	 up.	 The	

phrase	as	usual	meant	He	habitually	was	in	the	synagogue	on	the	Sabbath	day.		When	Jesus	stood	
up	to	read,	He	was	not	usurping	the	authority	of	the	synagogue	leader.	Customarily,	members	of	
the	synagogue	or	visitors	would	be	invited	to	read	Scripture	and	offer	any	comments.	
	
The	prophecy	 is	written	 in	the	first	person.	The	pronoun	me	does	not	refer	to	 Isaiah	but	to	the	
Messiah.		First,	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	was	on	Him.	John	the	Baptist	testified	that	God	had	told	him	
he	would	see	the	Holy	Spirit	resting	on	the	One	who	was	coming	(John	1:33).	At	Jesus’	baptism,	the	
Spirit	 descended	 in	 dove-like	 fashion	 upon	 Him.	 Second,	 the	 speaker	 declared	 that	 the	 Spirit’s	
work	included	His	having	anointed	me.	The	word	Messiah,	or	Christ	in	the	Greek	language,	means	
“Anointed	One.”		
	
The	Messiah’s	mission	was	to	proclaim	release	to	the	captives.	The	verb	to	proclaim	is	different	
from	the	compound	word	translated	“preach	the	good	news.”	In	this	case,	it	portrays	a	herald	who	
publishes	 a	 message.	 This	 phrase	 could	 be	 a	 parallelism	 with	 the	 phrase	 to	 set	 free	 the	
oppressed.	The	terms	release	and	set	free	come	from	the	same	Greek	word.		
	
The	Messiah	announced	the	year	of	the	Lord’s	favor.	The	word	favor	is	an	adjective	describing	the	
kind	 of	 year	 or	 time	 that	 the	Messiah	 brings.	 This	 phrase	 stands	 in	 contrast	 to	 the	 “day	 of	 our	
God’s	 vengeance”	 (Isa.	 61:2b)	 which	 Jesus	 omitted	 in	 this	 reading.	 While	 Jesus’	 first	 advent	

KEY	DOCTRINE:	
Salvation	(Regeneration)		

	
Faith	is	the	acceptance	of	Jesus	Christ	

and	commitment	of	the	entire	
personality	to	Him	as	Lord	and	

Savior	(Eph.	2:8-13).	



heralded	God’s	favor,	His	second	coming	will	accompany	God’s	judgment.	That	time	is	also	called	
“the	day	of	the	Lord”	(Joel	2:31;	1	Thess.	5:2).	
	
FALSE	UNDERSTANDING	(LUKE	4:22-27)	
	
Up	 to	 this	point,	 all	 the	people	were	speaking	well	of	him.	 There	 is	 no	 indication	of	 a	divided	
opinion.	They	did	not	understand	what	He	meant	by	the	prophecy	being	fulfilled	(v.	21).	He	may	
have	gone	further	with	His	teaching,	since	the	people	reacted	to	the	gracious	words	that	came	
from	his	mouth.	They	were	amazed	that	the	young	man	they	had	known	had	such	understanding	
of	 the	 Scriptures.	 The	 term	 amazed	 can	 be	 taken	 positively	 or	 negatively.	 However,	 they	
considered	Jesus’	manner	of	speech	not	to	be	confrontational,	but	gracious.		
	
Jesus	 went	 on	 to	 give	 two	 examples	 of	 how	 God	 worked	 outside	 of	 popular	 expectations.	 He	
reminded	 them	 of	 Elijah’s	 days.	 Elijah	 prophesied	 during	 the	 ninth	 century	 before	 Christ.	 His	
ministry	was	primarily	in	the	Northern	Kingdom	under	Ahab	and	Ahaziah.	The	famine	that	came	
over	all	the	land	resulted	from	God’s	word	through	Elijah	to	King	Ahab	(1	Kings	17:1).	During	the	
three	years	and	six	months	that	followed,	no	rain	fell	as	the	sky	was	shut	up.	Jesus	pointed	out	that	
there	were	many	widows	in	Israel	during	this	time.	His	point	comes	in	verse	26.	
	
When	the	brook	dried	up	due	to	drought,	God	sent	Elijah	to	a	widow	at	Zarephath.	This	small	town	
was	 on	 the	 coastal	 area	 near	 the	Mediterranean	 Sea	 near	 the	 larger	 city	 of	 Sidon.	 The	 point	 of	
Jesus’	application	was	that	God	did	not	send	Elijah	to	the	widows	of	Israel	but	directed	him	north,	
beyond	the	borders	of	Ahab’s	kingdom.	
	
Jesus	 offered	 an	 even	 stronger	 analogy	 by	 referring	 to	 the	 healing	 of	 Naaman.	 Naaman	 was	
commander	of	the	Syrian	armies	during	the	ministry	of	Elisha,	who	followed	Elijah	as	prophet	in	
Israel	(2	Kings	2;	5).		Jesus’	application	meant	God	chose	to	heal	a	Gentile	while	not	healing	Jewish	
lepers.	This	story	was	received	as	an	insult	to	the	Jews’	national	and	religious	pride.	
	
What	kind	of	modern	misconceptions	do	people	have	about	Jesus?	How	can	we	develop	a	proper	
understanding	of	Jesus	that	we	can	share	with	others?	__________________________________________________	
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
MISGUIDED	RESPONSE	(LUKE	4:28-30)	
	
Everyone	 in	 the	 synagogue	was	 enraged	when	 He	 challenged	 their	 prejudices.	 People	who	 are	
emotionally	invested	in	a	belief	often	become	enraged	if	that	belief	is	opposed.	The	term	enraged	
portrays	wrathful	indignation;	it	implies	fierce	emotions.	Interestingly,	the	people	did	not	react	to	
Jesus’	 claim	 that	 He	 fulfilled	 Isaiah’s	messianic	 prophecy.	 Instead,	 they	 became	 outraged	when	
they	 heard	 this—meaning	 the	 two	 applications	 regarding	 the	 Sidonian	 widow	 and	 the	 Syrian	
leper.	
	
Nazareth	was	located	in	the	Galilean	highlands	which	make	up	the	southern	ridge	of	the	Lebanese	
mountain	 range.	 The	 town	was	 built	 on	 a	 hill	 that	 had	 a	 steep	 slope.	 From	 there,	 the	mob	was	
intending	to	hurl	him	over	the	cliff.	Their	religious	fervor	was	leading	them	to	do	a	very	ungodly	
deed.	 	 This	 was	 not	 to	 be	 the	 time,	 place,	 or	 manner	 for	 Jesus’	 death.	 	 Jesus	 went	 back	 to	
Capernaum,	where	He	continued	His	miraculous	ministry	of	healing	the	sick,	casting	out	demonic	
spirits,	and	preaching	the	gospel	of	the	kingdom.	
	
Next	Sunday:		Followed,	Luke	5:4-11,27-32	
	


