The Gospel of Mark: Chapter 2 & 3

Summary: Chapter 2 opens with Jesus’s fame growing, among the curious, critical, and those hoping Jesus can help them. As Jesus continues a ministry of healing and teaching, he will also announce the forgivness of sins, a point of contention with the religious authorities.

Themes to Look for this Week:
Messianic Secret- Jesus repeatedly commands people not to say anything to anyone about him as if his identity was a secret, though people do not always follow this instruction. While the reader knows from the beginning that he is the Messiah, and many come to believe, many do not. His persistent demand may be Mark’s way of leading us to the cross as the key to his Messiahship.

Scribe & Pharisee- A scribe was a person who could read and write. They worked for officials in a variety of places of authority. Those assigned to religious authorities were experts in Jewish scripture. Pharisees were an important group within Judaism who were keepers of the laws of Moses, who were concerned with issues of purity and legal interpretation for everyday life.

Conflict- It seems each time Jesus heals or teaches, conflict sits just around the corner. It is important not to demonize all critics of Jesus. Many believed they were doing the right thing, defending their faith traditions. Jesus will use the traditions and scriptures to redefine what it means to live in right relationship with God.

Text Notes:
2:5. Jesus says it was on account of the friends’ (their) faith he was made well. Faith is more than an individaul relationship. It connects us.
2:7. Jesus is accused of blaspheming God, meaning to slander, curse, or misrepresent God. The punishment was death. 
2:10. Son of Man is an allusion to Daniel 7:13-14, one with authority to even forgive sins.
2:13-17. Tax Collectors were despised by the masses and religious authorities because they were collaborators with Rome with a reputation for cheating the system, though not always out of choice.
2:18-20. Jesus will often use wedding language. Typically, Bridegroom=Jesus, Bride/Guests=People 2:23-3:6. The purpose of sabbath (and the commandments) was to serve the life of the people, not to to be observed for observations sake. See Exodus 20:8-11, 23:10-12 
3:11. The unclean spirits recognized Jesus and obeyed him.
3:13-19. Jesus appointed the 12 who he named apostles, meaning “sent ones”. Their job description included being with Jesus, proclaiming, and authority.
3:19b-26. Jesus is at his home, but does that mean Nazareth or Capernaum? See 2:1. A house divided is a Biblical image that makes its way into locker rooms, business organzations, etc. In the context, Jesus is arguing he cannot be from within the house of demons, or he would fail.
3:27. This image will carry all the way to the empty tomb. Who are the “strong men” Jesus ties up? 

Questions to Ponder:
-In 2:5 Jesus recognizes the faith of friends and does something about it. Take some time to ponder the faith of those who have carried you, sought Jesus attention for you, or through whom Jesus moved close to you. How does the church do this today, or how does it fall short? 

-The binding of the strong man (a  in 3:27 is a powerful image for those captive to sin or caught in systems of injustice. What “strong men” have you struggled against in life and in what ways has Jesus freed you from their grasp?
