The Gospel of Mark: Chapter 9

Summary: Chapter 9 will bring us to the peak of the mountaintops, and into the depths of the sea. Peter and presumambly the other disciples, have acknowledged that Jesus is the Messiah and now Jesus will more intimately explain what this means for his relationship with them, and their relationship with the world.

Themes to Look for this Week:
Greatest and the Least- Chapter nine begins atop the mountain of Transfiguration, a glory-filled panorama for the 3 disciples who accompanied Jesus. Later Jesus tells them he will be killed. The disciples will argue about which of them is the greatest, in response to which Jesus will humble them. This is all a part of how the diciples imagination of Jesus’s Messiahship, is being shaped. Reversals, a theme throughout the Holy Scriptures and Mark’s good news, continue in chapter 9.

Belief/Faith- The Greek word pistis is often translated believe, belief, or faith in the NT. In the Greek language, this word has a deep sense of “trust” associated with it, meaning the object that is “faithed in” or “believed in” has deeper relational ties than an idea/mental exercise. “I believe, help my unbelief!” (9.24) is perhaps one of the most profound confessions in all of scripture.

Text Notes:
9:2. Trans= change figure=appearance. A mysterious word in today’s parlance, most commonly known from the final verse of the Battle Hymn, In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me. 
9:3. No one, text varriant “no fuller”. A fuller was essentially an ancient laundry expert, a notoriously smelly but necessary job, cleaning dirt, grime, oils from heavy, woolen-based textiles.
9:5. Moses shined with glory (Exodus 34:29-35) Elijah was known for “fiery” miracles. 
9:13. Other gospels include an interpretive move that equated Elijah with the John the Baptist.
9:14. The great crowds continue to follow him wherever he goes.
9:23-25. Jesus almost appears to chide the father, “If I am able...” Note Jesus only rebukes the unclean spirit after he notices the crowd rushing him.
9:26-27. Ressurection langauge echoes here.
9:32. The disciples still do not understand Jesus when he talks of death and ressurection.
9:34. Who is the greatest? Jesus reverses expectations, right after discussing the great reverseal of death and ressurection.
9:38. A stranger was able to exorcise a demon when the disciples could not earlier in chapter 9.
9:42. Little ones  here is tied to the children of verse 36. Hospitality is to be extended to the least. A millstone was used to crush or “mill” grain into flour. This is a “great” millstone, known to be one driven by a donkey, weighing over 1,000 lbs.
9:43,47. Sayings of Jesus historically tied to sexual sins. Hand was a common euphimis for genitals, and the eye likely tied to erotic or lustful seeing, objectifying another.
9:47. Hell. The greek word is literarlly, gehenna, a valley and site of the garbage dump in Jerusalem.
9:49-50. Salt and fire/smoke were both common food preservatives. Preserve yourselves.

Question(s) to Ponder:
-Hospitality in the ancient near east was legendary in its generosity to the stranger. Jesus call to welcome a child was radical, considering children were essentially worthless in the economy of the community. When have you witnessed radical hospitality, or the opposite? Why was it offered or withheld? Reflect in how you/we could better emulate the welcome Jesus calls us to.

