The Gospel of Mark: Chapter 8

Summary: Chapter 8 serves as a kind of transition from Act I of the drama of Mark’s Gospel, into Act II. Jesus has been around for some time now, and his name has spread far and wide as people wonder who Jesus is. For most, they only have part of the picture (a healing, a few teachings, etc), but for the reader and the disciples, we have been witness to everything. Now is the time the disciples confess Jesus as the Messiah, but they do not yet understand what it means.

Themes to Look for this Week:
Yeast of Pharisees/Authorities- Yeast, a leavening agent, is “hidden” in doughs that cause rising or fast expansion. In the rising temperature of conflict between Jesus and the authorities, Jesus will use this as as symbol of corruption within humanity, and warns against it.

Reversals- God works in mysterious ways. In the Old Testament, it was often the younger son who received the blessing (Jacob, Joseph, David). Jesus is the Messiah, but flips what it means to be the Messiah upside down. Saving life will mean losing it. Following Jesus will mean denying oneself and picking up a cross, a symbol of humiliation and death imposed by the Roman empire. The kingdom that is near and its king, Jesus, does things in a different way too.

Text Notes:
8:2. Jesus has compassion on the crowds. The greek word means, “to have one’s bowels turned.” 
8:8. Similarly to the feeding of the 5,000, all are filled and there are leftovers.
8:11. Demand for a sign from heaven. See Exodus 4:28,30-31, where signs from heaven become witnessed proof of what Moses said. Notice the miraculous signs that bookend this request.
8:14-16. Jesus speaks of yeast, and the disciples think with their stomach. Luther used the latin phrase, in curvates se, curved in on oneself- or “navel gazing,” as synonymous with the human condition/sin.
8:17-21. The disciples have limited perception to understand. Perhaps we all do.
8:22,25. A plea for physical touch, and physical touch heals.
8:27. Caesarea Philippi was the site of a cave or grotto known locally as the “gates of hades.” It also was a site of pagan worship, dedicated to pan, the god of nature, flocks, and music.
8:29. “Who do you say that I am?” This is the question the author of Mark asks of all its readers.
8:32. Jesus is not shy about what lies ahead for him.
8:33. Divine things and Human things. This phrase is worth pondering in relation to much of Chrisitan theology concerning our inability to save ourselves/reliance of God for the gift of faith.
8:34. Notice Jesus audience changes.
8:35. For the sake of the gospel (good news). See Mark 1:1.
8:36. Kingdom of God and kingdom of the world, have different goals in mind. This section flies in the face of the heresy (my word) of prosperity gospel, that is, the idea that links faithfulness to God manifests in a materially prosperous life (as proof of faith, as a reward). It is not a heresy (my word) to give thanks to God for prosperity.

Questions to Ponder:
-If Jesus asked you, “who do you say that I am, - and what does this mean?” How would you respond. This is a core question of Mark’s gospel.

-The call to “deny oneself & take up your cross” has been interpreted in all kinds of ways including to subjugate others, to suggest low value on one’s own self-worth, to check one’s own ego, etc. How might you interpret this in a way that aligns with your own sense of faith?
