The Gospel of Mark: Chapter 11

Summary: While Jesus has been on the scene for a few years, today he arrives on the main stage. Entering Jerusalem to the adoration of many on the back of a colt surely piqued the interest of the Roman authorities, just as turning over the money changers tables in the Temple got the attention of the religious authorities. The final collision between the authority of God and the powers of the world will begin a slow crescendo on the road down the Mount of Olives.

Themes to Look for this Week:
Fig Trees- Why does Jesus curse the fig tree? It seems a peculiar story, but note where it and it’s explanation is placed- on either side of the Temple drama. Fig trees have been a part of the biblical narrative before. In Jeremiah 8:13, a fruitless fig tree serves as an indictment of the people’s unfaithfulness, or as a symbol of sanctuary. (Micah 4:4, Zechariah 3:10)

Authority- Early in his ministry people recognized Jesus as one who taught, acted, and ministered with the an ability and mastery of his subjects (scripture/spiritual matters of the law - the sick, blind or lame, demonic powers, etc). Now he will take on the biggests seats of power in Jerusalem including the Temple leadership today, and soon the powers of Rome, death, and the grave.

Text Notes:
11:1. Mount of Olives was the anticipated location of the Messiah’s return. (Zechariah 14:4)
11:2. An unridden colt echoes of OT consecrated animals, that were used in liturgical/sacrificial life. (See Deut. 21:3, Numbers 19:2)
11:9-10. See Psalm 118:25-26, Hossana, a direct transliteration from the Hebrew and Aramaic ho-shi, ah-na, means “save now!” or  “save please!”
11:10. Invoking kingdom of David language reveals the people’s expectation for a conquering king.
11:12. Jesus gets hungry.
11:15. Money changers were required to convert denarii and other forms of currency, into shekels, the only currency allowed in the Temple for offerings and Temple support. Foreign coins often bore graven images and less silver than shekels.
11:17. See Isaiah 56. In Isaiah, the house of prayer for all nations is contrasted with Israel’s leadership.
11:18. The plots to kill Jesus are well under way.
11:22-25. These saying are loosely connected through themes of faith, belief, and prayer.
11:28. The authorities question Jesus’ authority. The chief preists would point to Mosaic law (order of Levites and Aaron who were appointed by God to care for the Temple), hereditary claims, and allgniment with the political power brokers.
11:29. Rabbinic tradition was dialogical, meaning questions were discussed and debated. It would have been common to answer a question with another question. It as less about finding the right answer, and more about “kneading” the question to reveal what the line of inquiry has for the people.
11:30. Invoking John the Baptist was a masterstroke. Herod was fascinated by him thinking Jesus was John returned from the dead, the people loved him despite his fiery methods.

Question(s) to Ponder:
-Authority is given, whether by divine sources, earned through years of study, or given by people/society. Spend a moment dwelling on what qualities lead to proper use of authority, and those that don’t.
