The Gospel of Mark: Chapter 10

Summary: Chapter 10 will finally bring us to the gates of Jerusalem, but not before Jesus drives home a couple teachings about and demonstrations of the kingdom of God. We recall from the previous chapter the call not to be a stumbling block or get in the way of anyone invoking the name of Jesus in healing ministry. In chapter 10 Jesus indignantly reubkes his disciples, humbles their ambitions, and uses divorce and wealth as a lens through which we recognize the ways we make little false gods of wealth and ourselves- and stumble. 

Themes to Look for this Week:
Greatest and the Least Continued- Still jockeying for honored postions when Jesus holds court in his kingdom, the disciples hear Jesus talk again about the greatness of humble service.

Diakonia- Greek for service/to serve, not out of compulsion but willingly. As Jesus tries to define what it means for him to be the Messiah for the disciples, this is a lesson that Jesus has embodied, and will to the cross.

Text Notes:
10:1. Note Jesus has moved south from Capernaum in Galilee, nearing the final act in this Gospel.
10:3-5. See Deutoronomy 24:1-4. Who gave this commandment- God or Moses?
10:7. It is not the woman who separates from family, but the man who joins her family.
10:13. Children were of little value in Roman culture, able to be sold or indentured. Hebrew culture valued children for the legacy/name they carried forward, but in practice were still of little esteem.
10:14. In a rare angry outburst, Jesus was indignant.
10:19. Commandments 4-10 are summarized here, all kept by the rich man from his youth.
10:20. Jesus loved him with agape love, a full bodied, selfless, highest form of love.
10:24. Jesus referes to the disciples as “children.” The context adds significance to this word choice 10:27. Echoes of Luther, “I cannot by my own strength or reason, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened… keeps me in faith.”
10:32. Amazed and afraid. Amazed, perhaps that Jesus would go to Jerusalem knowing the dangers.
10:35. James and John were two of the three who witnessed the Transfiguration in chapter 9.
10:39. Cup and Baptism are typically tied to Jesus’s suffering and death. See 14:36
10:42-43. Jesus summarizes how leaders exercise authority in the world, and how he will call them to lead. These two leadership models couldn’t be any different.
10:44-45. First=Slave of all. How will the Messiah serve? Freely giving his life.
10:46. Bartimaeus. (bar=son of) the name, and description that follows suggests authorship was for a Gentile audience. A Jew would have picked up on the name, and not needed the description.
10.46-52. (Timaeus=honor) the son of honor sits in the dirt, cries out to Jesus, throws away his only earthly possession to follow. In contrast to the earlier rich man, questions Jesus, cannot give up his possessions, and goes away grieving.

Question(s) to Ponder:
-At an earlier Bible Study session, we coalesced around the idea that the way of following Jesus could be summed up as serving. Today’s call to diakonia/self-giving service reinforces this idea. What is the personal/collective cost of discipleship? What holds you/us back?

-As the 2nd Act of Mark’s gospel comes to a close, what stories and/or themes have stood out to you and why? 
