The Gospel of Mark: Intro & Chapter 1

Summary: The Gospel of Mark is widely considered to be the first of the cannonical (those included in the bible) Gospels written, and is introduced as “the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (1:1, 11) What follows is the revealing of Jesus as the Son of God, the Christ/Messiah through whom the kingdom of God draws near. Jesus begins his ministry in the northern region of Galilee where he teaches, heals, and makes manifest the kingdom that is good news, in chapter 8 begins his journey to Jerusalem, and when he arrives in chapter 11, the gospel shifts to his growing conflict with authorities that leads to his arrest, crucifixion, and ressurection.

Themes to Look for this Week:
Good News- Most of us know how this story ends, with Christ’s victory over death. For those encountering Jesus for the first time, they would not have known. Pay attention to the way encounters with Jesus and the kingdom that draws near, become good news and for whom it is good news.

Christ/Messiah- The Greek word “Christ” and Hebrew word “Messiah” are deeply related and both mean “the annointed one”. Kings were annointed, and the Hebrew expectation of Messiah had implications of regime change on behalf of the people of God. Jesus will not fit this mold in the way people expect him to.

Authority- Early in his ministry, Jesus will exercise authority over a variety of powers through his words, through touch, through actions. Those around him including people, spirits, demons, and illness will all take note.

Text Notes:
1:1-8. Connecting John the Baptist to Old Testament prophecy in Isaiah establishes legitimacy and connection to the long-arc history and expectation of the people of God.
1:9-11. With the announcement of Jesus as the “Son… the Beloved”, hearing the voice of the Father, and witnessing the Spirit’s presence, we recognize echoes of the Trinity. In verse 10, the words “torn apart” reveals the immanence of God’s presence, the closeness of the inbreaking of the heavenly realm amidst the earthly realm. “Torn apart” will appear again in 15:38 with the tearing of the Temple curtain after the death of Jesus.
1:14-15. This is the first time Jesus proclaims anything in the gospel, framing all that follows as good news and the kigndom coming near. Here there is a promise (kingdom come near) and a anticipated response (repent and believe).
1:16-20. Jesus calls his first disciples. There is urgency in the brothers’ response.
1:21-34. Spirits, demons, and diseases all recognize Jesus. Note the response of Simon’s mother-in-law in verse 31 and contemporary echoes of “blessed to be a blessing.”
1:35-45. We already begin to witness the Messiahship of Jesus expanding beyond the boundaries of a closed community.

Questions to Ponder:
-In Jesus’s ministry the space between God/Heaven and Us/Earth disappears, or at least becomes very thin. When have you sensed the closeness of God/Heaven and what was it like?

-Like any genre of writing, writers want to leave a first impression that will last. What are some of the details of the chapter one that have stood out for you, and why?
