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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters & Pastor Dave Smith
Michelle Anderson, Youth & Family Director

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan
Reader: Al Sanford
Acolyte: Trevor Kuechle
TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST is given by Priscilla Shrimpton.  The 9:00 a.m. service is broadcast live on KQKK 102 FM radio, and also on Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. You can also log on with your computer, tablet or smart phone to leechlaketv.org.  You can sponsor the broadcast on the date of your choice for $75. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.

FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given in honor of our confirmands.
Welcome to Worship   
PRELUDE




WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

 (please stand)
CONFESSION
 (Silence for reflection and self-examination)
P
Most merciful God,

C
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

OPENING SONG (green hymnal #377)   “Lift High the Cross”
C
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (please be seated)
Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

PSALM 46
 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

   the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

   God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

LESSON: Romans 3:19-28
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.

C
Glory to you,  O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
(please be seated)

MESSAGE         
 Pastor Matt McWaters

(please stand)

HYMN     “We Believe

1) In this time of desperation, when all we know is doubt and fear

There is only one foundation, we believe we believe

In this broken generation, when all is dark You help us see

There is only one salvation, we believe we believe

Chorus We believe in God the Father, we believe in Jesus Christ

We believe in the Holy Spirit, and He's given us new life

We believe in the crucifixion, we believe that He conquered death

We believe in the resurrection, and He's coming back again (We believe)

2) So let our faith be more than anthems, greater than the songs we sing

In our weakness and temptations, we believe we believe

Bridge Let the lost be found and the dead be raised

In the here and now let love invade

Let the church live loud our God will save, we believe we believe

And the gates of hell will not prevail. For the pow'r of God has torn the veil

Now we know Your love will never fail, we believe we believe

CCLI Song # 6367165 Matthew Hooper | Richie Fike | Travis Ryan

© Integrity Worship Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; Life Worship; Travis Ryan Music

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 699441

The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism
P
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these, our brothers…
PROFESSION OF FAITH

L
Confirmands, I ask you to profess your faith …

L
Do you believe in God the Father?

C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

L
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
L
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS   (each petition will end “Lord, in your mercy”. Please respond)
C
hear our prayer.     
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

SHARING OF THE PEACE

please pass the Friendship Register
OFFERING

   ANTHEM

“The Morning Trumpet”






Hope Lutheran Chancel Choir w/Murray Bright
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER


 (please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
please sing the following hymns during communion

  (Green hymnal #369)  “The Church’s One Foundation”

  (Green Hymnal #365)  “Built on a Rock”
 (please stand)

BLESSING
BENEDICTION

HYMN (green hymnal #229)   “A Mighty Fortress is our God”

L
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God!

P
God is with us. 


C
This changes everything!
POSTLUDE

Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall following worship 
for cake, coffee and fellowship.
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN IN OUR MINISTRY at Hope Lutheran Church through membership.  If you would like to become a member, please check the appropriate box on the Friendship Register or leave a message in the church office, including your phone number. 
Wednesday Evening Worship 6:15-6:45 pm

Come early for Chicken Nuggets & Tator Tots on Oct 29th!

Simple Supper every Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Hope Lutheran Church 2025 Confirmands

Caleb Michael Dubbe
Son of Aaron & Laura Dubbe
Baptismal Sponsors: Leia Schmidt & Tyler Dubbe
 Mentors: Stan Townsdin & Mick Lee
 

Charli Kay Flesch
Daughter of Kaalene Flesch
Baptismal Sponsors: Cole Bangerter & Jacquie Demuth (  Mentor: Shirley Nelson
 
Mia Lauren Jackson
Daughter of Adam & Jenny Jackson
Baptismal Sponsors: Jaclyn Bloomstrom & Kaisa Jackson  (  Mentor: Megan Yeats
Layla Ann Krueckeberg
Granddaughter of Lydia Krueckeberg and Daughter of Rachel Kruekeberg
Baptismal Sponsors: Charli Flesch & Sophia Undem
Payton Rose Lange
Daughter of Nathan & Lori Lange
Baptismal Sponsors: Levi & Kristin LaVallee
Gus Kevin McKenna
Son of Mark & Beth McKenna
Baptismal Sponsors: Tiffany Benoit & Dave Hagen (  Mentor: Ben Brovold
 

Oliver Ray McKenna
Son of Mark & Beth McKenna
Baptismal Sponsors: Amanda Nordstrom & Ryan Mattson (  Mentor: Rick James
 
Noah James McWaters
Son of Matt & Brittni McWaters
Baptismal Sponsors: Tabitha & Jeremy Landgreen  (  Mentor: Simon Whitehead
Sophia Marie Undem
Daughter of Mike & Cristin Undem
Baptismal Sponsors: Meghan Shaner & Darren Schmaltz (  Mentor: Marlee Morrison
THis Week at Hope
Monday 10/27/25
8:30 am – Habitat Crew to CL

9:00 am – Northwoods Quilters

9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm- Bone Builders

Tuesday 10/28/25

7:15 am – HS Bible Study at WBC

9:00 am - Card Makers

9:30 am - Bone Builders
 Noon – Lectionary Bible Study

Wednesday 10/29/25

1:00 pm – Bone Builders
3:30 pm - Joyful Noise

4:15 pm - Wednesday Kids

4:30 pm – Celebration Handbells

5:30 pm – Simple Supper – 

   Chicken Nuggets & TatorTots

6:15 pm –Wednesday worship
6:45 pm – Confirmation Classes

Thursday 10/30/25
8:30 am – Quilters
9:30 am – Bone Builders
11:30 am – Women’s AA
Sunday 11/2/25
9:00 am – Communion Worship
10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship
6:00 pm – 6th-9th grade youth
2025 Children’s Christmas Program: Sunday December 14th at 9am

P3-5th Graders are invited to take part in the 2025 Christmas Program!  Practices are taking place on Wednesdays after school, around 3:30 during Joyful Noise. (Nov 5 at 1:30).
JOIN HOPE’S HABITAT CREW tomorrow for work on the Cass Lake houses. Projects are dependent on weather.  If you want to carpool, plan to be at Hope by 8:30 am. We will plan to work from 9-3. Whatever hours you can work will be a great help. Sign up in the narthex.  If you have questions talk to Pastor Dave.

THE CELEBRATION HANDBELL CHOIR WELCOMES MORE RINGERS! 
Practice Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. Stop by or talk with director Sue Sessing.
HOPE CARDMAKERS MEET on Tuesdays around 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to make cards for all occasions as a fundraiser for the Women of Hope.  Anyone is welcome to join in any Tuesday you are able! All instructions and materials provided. Cards are available for $2 each near the church office. We have confirmation cards.
DO YOU STRUGGLE TO GET to your feet during worship? Does the pew seem too low?  Try a pew cushion riser – located on the coat rack near the front door.
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donate a pound of butter on NOVEMBER 16.
Butter is an item we rarely get to share with our

neighbors. Spread the love and the butter!

Drop it off at church on November 16.
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MEET ¢
KATHY
Faith in Action for Cass County

Welcomes New Executive
Director Kathy Langer

) an®

Meet her at the Open House
Friday, October 3ist
from 10 am — 2 pm at the FIA

Office in Hackensack





Confirmation


Sunday


October 26, 2025





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








Join Pastor Matt for LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY on Tuesdays at noon. Discuss the scripture for upcoming worship services.





Adult Ed Sundays November 9 & 16 following worship


A Primer in Matthew’s Gospel


Mathew’s Gospel begins by connecting Jesus’ lineage back to Abraham, and ends with the promise of connection with us, even unto the end of the age. Join Pastor Matt on Sundays November 9th & 16th, for an introduction to Matthew (the Gospel, not the Pastor). Marked by unique contributions to the story of Jesus including the Magi that visit the Christ-child (2:1-12), the family’s escape to Egypt (2:13-23), and the parable of the laborers in the vineyard (20:1-16), Matthew’s Gospel traces the life and ministry of the Lord from Galilee to Jerusalem, and back again. Grab a cup of coffee and meet with Matt (the Pastor, and the Gospel) in the music room after worship.





LET’S BUTTER UP THE FOOD SHELF! We are collecting pounds of butter to give to the Walker Area Food Shelf on November 16th. Butter is a real treat for many food shelf clients who rarely get this basic staple. Add your butter to Hope’s collection!








GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS are available near the church office for $2 each. 


We have confirmation cards!  Proceeds support the many ministries of the Women of Hope.
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