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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th Street South  Walker, MN 56484

218-547-1850 www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith
Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan  Trumpet: Murray Bright
Acolytes: 3:00


5:00 Buzzy McWaters
Readers: 3:00 Bonnie Smith   5:00 Judy Berg
Communion: 3:00 Bonnie Smith & Michelle Dowson

          5:00 Judy Berg & Kim Krueger
Ushers: 3:00 Mitch & Mara Loomis family
  5:00 Wayne Osatiuk & Brian Hein
Merry Christmas!  Welcome to Worship   
WE WARMLY WELCOME CHILDREN INTO WORSHIP! QUIET BAGS for little hands and busy minds are available near the sanctuary entrance.  

THE CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP BROADCAST is given by Cal & Sally Hiner, with Christmas Blessings to all!  The 5:00 p.m. service is broadcast live on KQKK 101.9 FM radio, and also on Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV or online at leechlaketv.org.  
PRELUDE
HYMN (green hymnal #34 v1)  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel" 
READING: John 1:1-3a

HYMN (green hymnal #34 v3)  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel" 

READING: John 1:14-17

HYMN (green hymnal #34 v5)  "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel" 

L
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

L
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

C
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

L
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.

C
We have beheld Christ’s glory; glory as of the only Son from the Father. In him is life, and the life is the light of the world.

(please stand)

HYMN OF PRAISE (green hymnal #45 vs 1-3)  "Oh Come, All Ye Faithful" 
READING: Luke 1:26-33
(please be seated)

HYMN (green hymnal #71)  "Angels We Have Heard On High" 
READING: Luke 2:1-12
KIDS’ MINUTE
MESSAGE        
Pastor Matt McWaters
ANTHEM
3:00: Celebration Handbell Choir  5:00: Chancel Choir
PRAYERS

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
(Pass the Friendship Register)

 (please stand)

OFFERTORY HYMN (green hymnal #41 vs 1,2,4)  "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

(please be seated)
THE COMMUNION
Music by Mike Kerrigan & Julie Bright

BLESSING
C
God of all creation, you have set before us our inheritance of salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples.  You have filled us with your goodness and peace.  Use us that all might be satisfied with your abundance; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

HYMN (green hymnal #65) “Silent Night”

(Candles are lit during the hymn) An usher will light the candle of the first person in your pew.  Pass the flame by offering the lit candle to the next person who will tip his/her unlit candle into the flame.

READING: Luke 2:15-20

1
BENEDICTION PRIVATE 
After a moment of silence, follow the lead of the pastor and extinguish your candle.  (please stand)
SENDING SONG (green hymnal #39)  “Joy to the World”

P
Go in peace.  Christ is with you.

C
THANKS BE TO GOD!

POSTLUDE
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMING UP at Hope

Thursday 12/25/25 – Office Closed
No Quilters
Sunday 12/28/25
9:00 am – Communion Worship  

10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship

Monday 12/29/25

9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm – Bone Builders

Tuesday 12/30/24

9:30 am – Bone Builders

Wednesday 12/31/25

1:00 pm – Bone Builders
No Supper or Wednesday worship
Thursday 1/1/25 – Office Closed

No Quilters

9:30 am – Bone Builders

11:30 am – Women’s AA

Poinsettia Plants are presented in loving memory of…
Loved Ones –by Rory & Peggy Smith


Carl Berg – by Judy Berg

Christine Opheim – by Peter Opheim


Loved ones – by Alice Groth
Loved Ones  - by Keith & Linda Piller


Jim Dowson –by Shirley Dowson

Craig Bruns  - by Scott & Jackie Bruns


Jim Dowson – by Michelle Dowson

Dick & Rick Voight – by Carroll & Family


Parents – by Dave & Bonnie Smith
Carlyne Raymond – by Richard Raymond


Burton Haugen – by Rollie Haugen

Don & Lucy Pfau – by Dan & Kris Knowles

Beloved Family – by Julie & Murray Bright

Ken & Irene Berry – by Ron & Renay Berry
Bill Niswonger – by Gloria & Chad Niswonger

Robert & Peg James  - by Rick & Leslie James
Scott Niswonger – by Gloria & Chad Niswonger
Jim Johnston – by Carol Marriott & Phil Johnston
Peter Marriott – by Carol Marriott & Phil Johnston

Joe & Ruth Vaage – by Karon & Kevin McDonough

Kathy Barker, Kurt & Walter Reed – by Gloria Reed

Kathy Barker, Don & Lucy Pfau – by Carroll & Family

Irene Morgan & Arlene Winn – by Ron & Renay Berry

Paul & Nina Oien- by Mark, Sue Ellen & Kristen Ringham
Mark Pinnicle & Phyllis Tomlinson – by Rick & Leslie James

Alver & Martha Ringham - by Mark, Sue Ellen & Kristen Ringham

Brothers & Sisters of Hope lost this year  - by Larry & Meri Mengis

Stuart “Dewey” & Marilyn Ringham -- by Mark, Sue Ellen & Kristen Ringham
All the loved ones who have gone before…see you in heaven! – by Sue Ellen Ringham
Poinsettia Plants are presented in honor of…
Family – by Jim & Bev Worcester
Our Family – by Ken & Ronda Hopen 
Hope’s staff – by Bruce & Ardyce Pederson
Children, Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren – by Martha Vetter
Friends & Family.  Merry Christmas! – by Mitch & Mara Loomis Family
Our Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren – by Roger & Kay Strandlie
Our Children & Grandchildren – by Gary & Marcie DeVries
Christmas Eve


December 24, 2025





The Offering will be taken in the pews today.





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








Youth of Hope


Cinnamon Roll Fundraiser


Pick up some rolls for Christmas morning breakfast, and help support the youth heading to San Diego next summer!





Women of Hope Potluck Lunch & Bible Study


Wednesday, January 7th at noon 


in the Fellowship Hall


Bring your favorite potluck item to share.


Pastor Dave will lead the Gather study on Prayer.


Everyone welcome… invite a friend!





The Women of Hope will be hosting a Brunch & Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge Fundraiser on Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 10:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Gather a team of up to 4 people for this fun event on a cold February day.  The first team to complete their puzzle wins a prize.  Cost is $20 per person  (youth play free).  All proceeds will be donated to the youth for camp. Contact Angie Osatiuk at 612-310-6860 by 1/12/26 to register your team.  
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