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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan    Liturgist: Nancy Bruns
Acolyte: Tristan Yeats
   Ushers: Malard Family
Communion: Joe & Barb Sherman
TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST  and FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given by Judy Berg, in loving memory of husband Carl.  The 9:00 a.m. service is broadcast live on to leechlaketv.org.  You can also tune in to KQKK 102 FM radio, or Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. BROADCAST SPONSORS ARE NEEDED. You can sponsor the broadcast on the date of your choice for $75. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Welcome to worship   
PRELUDE







WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK     Hope in the Stands
Psalm 72:1-7
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

(please stand)
Confession & Absolution 

P: We pause for reflection and self-examination… Gracious God,

C: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
P: From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior.

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
P: Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear.

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
HYMN (green hymnal #36)   “Hark! The Glad Sound”
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  (please be seated)

ANTHEM
“Rise Up Shepherd and Follow”  
     Community Christmas Choir

LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10
Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION   “Christ Be Our Light”
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
 (please be seated)

MESSAGE            
Pastor Matt
 (please stand)

HYMN (green hymnal #29)  “Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS   (each petition will end “We pray”. Please respond)
C
Come, Lord Jesus.     
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

please pass the Friendship Register

P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

(please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
please sing the following hymns during communion

(Green hymnal #59)  “When Christmas Morn is Dawning”

(Green hymnal #62)  “The Bells of Christmas”
 (please stand)

BLESSING
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. Now send us that we might reflect the light of your redeeming love for all the world. Amen.
BENEDICTION
HYMN (blue hymnal #627)  “My Lord What a Morning”
P
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

Everyone is invited for coffee in the Fellowship Hall following worship

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN IN OUR MINISTRY at Hope Lutheran Church through membership.  If you would like to become a member, please check the appropriate box on the Friendship Register or leave a message in the church office, including your phone number.
TODAY….Join us for CHRISTMAS CAROLING!  Following worship everyone is invited (kids and adults) to trek on over to May Creek Lodge for Christmas caroling with the residents.  Meet in the narthex around 10:30.
GREETING CARDS for all occasions are for sale near the church office for $2 each.  We have Christmas cards!  Proceeds help fund the ministries of the Women of Hope.
THis Week at Hope
Monday 12/8/25
9:30 am – Miriam Circle

9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm- Bone Builders
Tuesday 12/9/25

7:15 am – HS Study at WBC

9:00 am - Card Makers

9:30 am - Bone Builders
Noon – Lectionary Bible Study

Wednesday 12/10/25

9:30 am – Ruth Circle

11:00 & 12:30 – May Creek Worship

1:00 pm – Bone Builders
1:30 pm – K-2nd Release Time

3:30 pm - Joyful Noise 

4:14 pm - Wednesday Kids

4:30 pm – Celebration Handbells

5:30 pm – Simple Supper

6:15 pm –Wednesday worship
6:45 pm - Confirmation Classes

7:00 pm – Senior High Youth Group
Thursday 12/11/25 
8:30 am – Quilters

9:30 am – Lydia Circle

9:30 am – Bone Builders

11:30 am – Women’s AA

 1:30 pm – 3rd-5th Grade Release Time

 5:00 pm – Girl Scouts

Saturday 12/13/25

4:00 pm – program practice
Sunday 12/14/25

9:00 am – Communion Worship w/Miracle on Main Street
10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship
Help us decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve by sponsoring a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one.  Fill out this form and return it with your payment to the offering plate or church office by December 10.  Your dedication will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin and you may take your poinsettia following worship. 

 

___ in memory  or   ___ in honor

 

of_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Given by__________________________________________________
 #_____ poinsettias X $15 =  $____________________

Wednesday Simple Supper & Worship

Join the family of Hope for a light meal at 5:30
Dec 10: Roast Turkey & Whipped Potatoes

Dec 17: Turkey Stew over Biscuit

Followed by casual worship at 6:15

No Simple Supper or Wednesday Worship on Dec 31st

Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24th

Candlelight Communion Worship at 3:00 & 5:00 p.m.

The 5:00 service will be broadcast live at leechlaketv.org and channel 21.5 TV

 
The Women of Hope will be hosting a Brunch & Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge Fundraiser on Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 10:30 in fellowship hall.  Gather a team of up to 4 people for this fun event on a cold February day.  The first team to complete their puzzle wins a prize.  Cost is $20 per person  (youth play free).  All proceeds will be donated to the youth for camp. Contact Angie Osatiuk at 612-310-6860 by 1/12/26 to register your team.  
End of Year Contributions

By Joe Sherman

Ways to Support Non-Profits as a Thrivent Member

As a member of Thrivent, you have several opportunities to provide financial support to non-profit organizations, including local churches. By leveraging your Thrivent membership, you can make a meaningful impact on the organizations and causes you care about.

Accessing Giving Opportunities

To explore contribution options, log in to your Thrivent account and navigate to My Thrivent. From there, click on Membership Overview. This section provides details on various giving opportunities available to members.

Thrivent Choice® Program

The Thrivent Choice® program allows members to make personal donations or direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® to eligible non-profit organizations. Through this program, you can influence how Thrivent distributes charitable grant funding to non-profits by designating Choice Dollars® to organizations you support. Importantly, this contribution comes from Thrivent’s charitable funds and not from your own assets; your role is to direct these funds where you see fit.

Additionally, you can make personal donations to enrolled organizations, with Thrivent covering the processing fees. Eligible members may also nominate organizations to participate in the program. Through Thrivent Choice®, over $520 million has been distributed to churches and non-profits across the country.

IRS Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) and Charitable Giving

If you need to take an IRS Required Minimum Distribution from your IRA, you have the option to offset its taxability by making a Qualified Charitable Distribution directly to a non-profit organization of your choice. Any portion of your RMD donated in this manner will be tax-free for both you and the receiving organization, providing a beneficial way to support charitable causes while managing your tax obligations.

Second Sunday of Advent


December 7, 2025





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








CALLING ALL COOKIE MAKERS!  Donate a couple dozen homemade cookies for the Women of Hope’s fundraiser for the Walker Area Food Shelf before and after worship next Sunday, December 14th.  The ladies will be boxing up cookies on Saturday, so please leave your cookie donations at the church either Friday, December 12 before noon, or Saturday 10:00-1:00.  Then join us for worship on Sunday and the Christmas musical Miracle on Main Street!





All ladies are invited to join the discussion on this month’s Circle Bible Study!


“Generosity: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy“


Miriam—Monday, Dec 8


Ruth—Wednesday, Dec 10


Lydia—Thursday, Dec 11


Anyone is welcome! Pick the date that works best and join us at 9:30 a.m.


 


A huge thanks to everyone who contributed and helped with this year’s Christmas Food Project! The boxes, certificates and quilts have been distributed and the agencies and recipients are expressing their extreme gratitude! This year, we provided a little Christmas boost to over 230 local households who are struggling financially. During October and November, we received $9950 towards our project from your generous gifts along with two grants.  The total cost of groceries and certificates this year is over $17,000, so there is still an opportunity to make a contribution to help keep from depleting reserve funds to cover the expense. Make your  gift payable to Hope Lutheran, marked “Food Boxes.”   Check out the display in the narthex!





GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS are available near the church office for $2 each. 


We have confirmation cards!  Proceeds support the many ministries of the Women of Hope.





Poinsettias for Christmas Eve


Help us decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve by sponsoring a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one.  Fill out this form and return it with your payment to the offering plate or church office by December 10.  Your dedication will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin and you may take your poinsettia following worship. 


 


___ in memory  or   ___ in honor


 


of________________________________


 


Given by__________________________


 


 


#_____ poinsettias X $15 =  


 


$____________________
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