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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan
Usher: Brian Hein
 Reader: Martha Vetter
TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST and FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given by Rich Raymond, in loving memory of wife Carlyne on the 65th anniversary of their marriage.  The 9:00 a.m. service is broadcast live on to leechlaketv.org.  You can also tune in to KQKK 102 FM radio, or Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. You can sponsor the broadcast on the date of your choice for $75. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Welcome to worship   
PRELUDE







WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

(please stand)
P
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
C
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

OPENING HYMN (green hymnal #55)  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mer-cy.
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mer-cy.
L
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mer-cy.

L  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mer-cy.

L
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C: A-men

L
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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C
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen (please be seated)
Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

PSALM 148

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created,
6 who made them stand fast forever and ever,
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!
LESSON: Hebrews 2:10-18
 (please stand)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.  Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23
 (please be seated)

MESSAGE            
Pastor Matt
 (please stand)

HYMN  (green hymnal #67)  “Away in a Manger”
APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS   (each petition will end “Lord, in your mercy”. Please respond)
C
hear our prayer.     
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

please pass the Friendship Register

P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

(please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
  

  SPECIAL MUSIC  “Carol of the Bells”
Trevor Kuechle
  COMMUNION HYMN (green hymnal #40) “What Child is This?”
 (please stand)

BLESSING
BENEDICTION

HYMN (green hymnal #54 vs 1,3,4)  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
L
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
THis Week at Hope

Monday 12/29/25

9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm – Bone Builders

Tuesday 12/30/24

9:30 am – Bone Builders

Wednesday 12/31/25

1:00 pm – Bone Builders

No Supper or Wednesday worship

Thursday 1/1/25 – Office Closed

No Quilters

9:30 am – Bone Builders

11:30 am – Women’s AA

Sunday 1/4/25

9:00 am – Communion Worship 

10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship

6:00 pm – 6th-9th grade youth group

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SERVE AS A SCRIPTURE READER or COMMUNION ASSISTANT during Sunday worship?  Leave a  message in the church office to be added to the next schedule, or email hope-michelle@arvig.net
Wednesday Simple Supper & Worship

Join the family of Hope for a light meal at 5:30
Jan 7: Sloppy Joe or Pulled Pork Sandwich
Jan 14: Pancakes & Sausage
Jan 21: Ham Slice & Scalloped Potatoes
Jan 28: Lasagna & Garlic Bread
Followed by casual worship at 6:15

First Sunday of Christmas


December 28, 2025





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








Everyone is invited for coffee in the Fellowship Hall following worship





Women of Hope Potluck Lunch & Bible Study


Wednesday, January 7th at noon 


in the Fellowship Hall


Bring your favorite potluck item to share.


Pastor Dave will lead the Gather study on Prayer.


Everyone welcome… invite a friend!





The Women of Hope will be hosting a Brunch & Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge Fundraiser on Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 10:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Gather a team of up to 4 people for this fun event on a cold February day.  The first team to complete their puzzle wins a prize.  Cost is $20 per person  (youth play free).  All proceeds will be donated to the youth for camp. Contact Angie Osatiuk at 612-310-6860 by 1/12/26 to register your team.  
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